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DATES TO NOTE:

Saturday 3rd December: Guild Christmas Fayre – 10.00am to 4.00pm.

Sunday 4th December: Kelburn Trefoil Guild Concert in the Church at 2.30pm.

Thursday 8th December: Yuletide Evening in the Church - 7.00pm to 9.00pm.

Wednesday 14th December: Kirk Session Meeting at 7.30pm in the Session Room.
PRAYER CORNER

During this month please remember in prayer:

· Children who have no loving families with which to enjoy Christmas but who may be in care or with foster parents.
· Those within our community who will be working over the festive period to provide essential services
· Shop workers, postal workers and those responsible for transporting goods as they struggle to cope with the festive rush and frenzy
· Those who will cook our Christmas dinner and the extra work that entails !
· For those who will struggle to make ends meet during this expensive time and who will be faced with debt problems in the New Year
· Those who are or will be bereaved and will struggle to cope emotionally with Christmas or New Year
A PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS

Burst into the world as a wrinkled and bloodied new born babe,

shock us with your vulnerability and your crying need;

Come into the world as one of the insignificant ones

for whom the world can find no room;

confront us with the squalor of the animal shed

where Mary laboured for you,

cried out for you

and went to death’s gates to push you into life;

Come, Lord Jesus;

Maranatha,

AMEN
DUTY ELDERS

Elders on duty for the ensuing months are: -

  4th Dec - Mr Wallace (Convenor), Mr Currie, Mr Hewitt, Mr Lewis, Mr R Rae, Mr Welch, Mrs Anderson, Mrs McManus, Mrs Rae.

11th Dec - Mr Jackson (Convenor), Mr Laurie, Mr Rankin, Mrs Bell, Mrs Butler, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Laurie, Miss McFarlane.

18th Dec - Mr Boyle (Convenor), Mr Caldwell, Mr Hendry, Mr Kemp, Mr Murdoch, Miss Black, Mrs Counter, Mrs Houghton, Miss McKellar.

25th Dec - Mr McNaught (Convenor), Mr Cram, Mr Jamieson, Mr Jenkins, Mr King, Mr Laing, Miss Gallettie, Miss Kennedy, Mrs Lyon, Mrs McEleny. 

  1st Jan - Mr Wallace (Convenor), Mr Currie, Mr Hewitt, Mr Lewis, Mr R Rae, Mr Welch, Mrs Anderson, Mrs McManus, Mrs Rae.

  8th Jan - Mr Jackson (Convenor), Mr Laurie, Mr Rankin, Mrs Bell, Mrs Butler, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Laurie, Miss McFarlane.

15th Jan - Mr Boyle (Convenor), Mr Caldwell, Mr Hendry, Mr Kemp, Mr Murdoch, Miss Black, Mrs Counter, Mrs Houghton, Miss McKellar.

22nd Jan - Mr McNaught (Convenor), Mr Cram, Mr Jamieson, Mr Jenkins, Mr King, Mr Laing, Miss Gallettie, Miss Kennedy, Mrs Lyon, Mrs McEleny. 

 29th Jan - Mr Wallace (Convenor), Mr Currie, Mr Hewitt, Mr Lewis, Mr R Rae, Mr Welch, Mrs Anderson, Mrs McManus, Mrs Rae.

   5th Feb - Mr Jackson (Convenor), Mr Laurie, Mr Rankin, Mrs Bell, Mrs Butler, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Laurie, Miss McFarlane.

YULETIDE EVENING 
The Church will be open on Yuletide Evening, Thursday 8th December, from 7.00pm to 9.00pm.   During this time we will be serving mulled wine and mince pies. 
CHURCH REGISTER

NEW MEMBER

By Certificate of Transference

30th Oct  -   Miss D Wallace, 9 Sinclair Terrace. 

We welcome her to the fellowship of St Columba’s Parish Church

DEATH:

  4th Nov  -  Miss J W Robertson, 19 New Street.

CHRISTMAS BELLS

I heard the bells on Christmas Day

Their old familiar carols play,

And wild and sweet the words repeat,

Of ‘Peace on earth, good will to men!’

And thought how, as the day had come,

The belfries of all Christendom

Had rolled along the unbroken song,

Of ‘Peace on earth, good will to men!’

Till ringing, singing on its way,

The world revolved from night to day –

A voice, a chime, a chant sublime,

Of ‘Peace on earth, good will to men!’

And in despair I bowed my head;

‘There is no peace on earth,’ I said,

‘For hate is strong and mocks the song

Of peace on earth, good will to men!’

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:

‘God is not dead; nor doth he sleep!

The wrong shall fail, the right prevail,

With peace on earth, good will to men!’

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

(1807 – 1882)

K. I. T. CLUB.
 
Just want to remind everyone that Jim, Sheena, Irene and Myself are looking forward to meeting those who have their name down and are coming to the K.I.T. Club CHRISTMAS MEAL at the QUEEN’S HOTEL on MONDAY 12th DECEMBER. Time: 12.00 noon for 12.30pm.  The cost is £1.50 per person, which can be paid at the door if not already paid.  We look forward to meeting you again.
      
Eileen Rankin
G U I L D

Dr Tom Smith was our guest speaker on 31st October. He is the author of several riveting books: 'A Seaside Practice'; 'Going Loco' and 'Doctor, have you got a minute?'  He regaled us with a few racy anecdotes from his first book 'A Seaside Practice' (from Collintrae)...Mad Maggie chucked her mither in the River Muck...a real case-book classic.  After 7 years as a GP in Collintrae he had a career change and went to work with Huizens a Dutch Pharmaceutical company.  Afterwards he returned to his beloved Ayrshire where he and his wife Mairi now live.  Dr Tom offered sound advice to all present...eat nourishing food and you can forget all about supplementary vitamins!  

Fiona McConnachie from Inverkip shared some useful tips with us on 7th November on  'How to make your own cards'.  She made card making look so simple and related it to the Good News of the Gospel story that also involves using whatever is in your hands to be effective.  Thanks to Fiona for her practical encouraging presentation. 

On 14th November, Eleanor 'the Vet', and daughter of our own Amy, kept us on the edge of our seats with her delightfully entertaining cat and dog shenanigans.  Eleanor is a highly qualified 'hands-on' animal vet and she described in detail some operation procedures, which were a bit queasy for the faint hearted among us.  As a skilled vet surgeon she has restored many pets back to good health, including an Iguana! God has given her this unique gift of caring for  'all creatures great and small’, which share our planet with us. 

On 21st Nov, David Hendry and his helper Duncan took us back to wartime scenes on our own river, the Clyde.  David has carefully researched the momentous events surrounding those times.   He told us of HMS Gleaner's relentless pursuit of the U-Boats attempting to penetrate the marine defences around our island home.  Our brave seamen were very gracious to any surviving German sub-mariners. We owe an unpayable debt to all members of the forces who, at great cost, won the freedoms we enjoy today.  Someone has written, ‘Danger past and all conflict righted...God is forgotten and our sailors, soldiers and airmen are often slighted'.

Yours in Christian fellowship and love

Margaret Barclay

BLYTHSWOOD CARE

The collection van will be parked in the Clark Memorial Church grounds on Thursday 15th December, between 2.00pm and 2.45pm, to uplift suitable goods.   The uplift of larger items of furniture and books can be arranged by telephoning the depot at Hillington on 0141 882 0585.

 

MONDAY’S ALTERNATIVE CLUB

We have had a very active month with an introduction to Tai Chi on 7th November and a visit to the Scottish Country Dance class in St Mary’s on 21st November.  The Tai Chi was very relaxing though harder exercise than you might think. I was personally very impressed by how quickly we picked up some of the easy moves. The Country Dancing was definitely more challenging (and tiring!) even though easy dances were picked for us specially. We were made very welcome at the class and particularly needed our cup of tea that night! Our last meeting before Christmas will be on 5th December when we plan to go out for a meal together. We will start back on 9th January.

Alison Tunnicliff
YOUNG CHURCH

Thank you to everyone who supported the “Saints” Tearoom after Church on 20th November. You generously donated over £90 for your tea/coffee and cake, which is much appreciated.  The money will be used to part fund their weekend at Stroove in February.  We will also be joined at Stroove by seven young people and their leaders from Fairlie Parish Church. This will give us a great opportunity to build on friendships and share ideas and Faith in a fun setting.
Rehearsals are well underway for our Nativity and the children already know most of the songs better than me!  We have chosen “The Sleepy Shepherd” this year and it will be performed during the Service on 18th December.  We hope you can make it!  Our Christmas Party will be held the week before on Sunday 11th December.

Alison Tunnicliff
1st BOYS BRIGADE “CHARITY CHRISTMAS POST”
Cards will be uplifted in all Churches on

 SUNDAY 11th DECEMBER.

The “POST OFFICE” will be open in St John’s Church Hall from MONDAY 12th to FRIDAY 16th DECEMBER from 10.00am to 12.00noon and from 2.00pm to 4.00pm.

CARDS FOR THE LARGS AREA ONLY, AT A COST OF 15p.  NO CALENDARS WILL BE DELIVERED.

CARDS CAN ALSO BE POSTED IN “SUPERDRUG” AND “HALLIDAYS”.  NO CARDS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER FRIDAY 16th DECEMBER.

We would appreciate if any members of the Congregation could come along and help deliver some of the cards as well, especially if you live in apartments with security buzzers, as the boys cannot get in to deliver in the evenings.

Can we also ask that correct names and addresses are put on the cards, Christian names only are no help to the people delivering, nor are missing house numbers.

Also, please come along and enjoy a coffee or cup of tea at our “Christmas Fayre” on Saturday 3rd  December in the Dunn Memorial Hall from 10.00am to 12.30pm. (Adults £1.50 and children .50p.)

Bridie Lamont  

Officer- in-Charge 1st Largs Boys Brigade

PROPERTY REPORT

Members of the Congregation are asked to note that building works at ground floor level (along the back corridor leading to the stairs up to the Stewart Memorial Hall) will commence on Monday 9th January 2012 and continue thereafter for a period of 8 weeks.  During this time, there will be a certain amount of disruption and although this will be kept to a minimum, at certain times access will need to be limited.  There is an agreement with the Contractor that no works will be carried out during weekends and that reasonably normal access will be available on Sundays for all of our normal activities.

From a health and safety point of view, it would be preferred if all organisations using the Stewart Memorial Hall could use the external access to and from the hall.  

It has been agreed that the Guild will continue to have the use of the Session Room and Kitchen for their normal meetings on a Monday and any evening requirements for the Session Room are very likely to be accommodated although there may be limited access while the kitchen / corridor partition is being replaced.

The extension and refurbishment of the Ladies Toilet forms a major part of these works and, as a result, ladies’ toilet facilities will be very limited, at ground level the only alternative will be the invalid toilet on the south side of the main vestibule at the front of the Church.  

The Contractor will shortly provide a detailed programme for the toilet works so that we can be more precise as to exactly when this activity will be carried out within the overall programme.

Millar Boyle

Property Convenor

LIFE AND WORK SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2012

Annual subscriptions for Life and Work are now due and must be paid by 15th December 2011 at the latest.  The subscription rate for 2012 is £19.00 (excluding any voluntary donation towards “Landmark”).

If any member of the congregation, who is not presently subscribing to “Life and Work”, wishes to become a subscriber, please see me as soon as possible and I will give you a free introductory copy.

Brian Jackson

Church Manager 

LANDMARK

Please note that the December edition of Landmark will be the last one until February 2012.  Articles for inclusion in the February edition must be submitted to the Church Office by Wednesday 25th January at the latest.

Brian Jackson

Church Manager

