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DATES TO NOTE:

Saturday 12th November: Concert in the Church with the Co-operative Funeralcare Brass Band at 7.30pm.

Friday 18th November: Christian Aid Concert in the Church 7.30pm.

Monday 28th November:  Mission and Outreach Committee in Session Room at 7.30pm. ALL WELCOME

Wednesday 30th November: Scottish Evening at 7.30pm in the Session Room.

Saturday 3rd December: Guild Christmas Fayre – 10.00am to 4.00pm.

Sunday 4th December: Kelburn Trefoil Guild Concert in the Church at 2.30pm.

Thursday 8th December: Yuletide Evening in the Church - 6.00pm to 9.00pm.

DUTY ELDERS

Elders on duty for the ensuing month are: -

6th Nov - Mr Wallace (Convenor), Mr Currie, Mr Hewitt, Mr Lewis, Mr R Rae, Mr Welch, Mrs Anderson, Mrs McManus, Mrs Rae.

13th Nov - Mr Jackson (Convenor), Mr Laurie, Mr Rankin, Mrs Bell, Mrs Butler, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Laurie, Miss McFarlane.

20th Nov - Mr Boyle (Convenor), Mr Caldwell, Mr Hendry, Mr Kemp, Mr Murdoch, Miss Black, Mrs Counter, Mrs Houghton, Miss McKellar.

27th Nov - Mr McNaught (Convenor), Mr Cram, Mr Jamieson, Mr Jenkins, Mr King, Mr Laing, Miss Gallettie, Miss Kennedy, Mrs Lyon, Mrs McEleny. 

 4th Dec - Mr Wallace (Convenor), Mr Currie, Mr Hewitt, Mr Lewis, Mr R Rae, Mr Welch, Mrs Anderson, Mrs McManus, Mrs Rae.

BLYTHSWOOD CARE

The collection van will be parked in the Clark Memorial Church grounds on Thursday 17th November, between 2.00pm and 2.45pm, to uplift suitable goods.   The uplift of larger items of furniture and books can be arranged by telephoning the depot at Hillington on 0141 882 0585.

THE INQUISITIVE MIND OF A CHILD 

Why are they selling poppies, mummy?

Selling poppies in the town today?

The poppies, child, are flowers of love

For the men who marched away.

But, why have they chosen a poppy, mummy?

Why not a beautiful rose?

Because, my child, men fought and died

In the fields where the poppies grow.

But, why are the poppies so red, mummy?

Why are the poppies so red?

Red is the colour of blood, my child,

The blood our soldiers shed.

The heart of the poppy is black, mummy,

Why does it have to be black?

Black, my child, is a symbol of grief

For the men who never came back.

But, why, mummy are you crying so?

Your tears are giving me pain.

The tears are my fears for you my child,

For the world is forgetting again.

BIBLE STUDY

The Kirk Session has approved the formation of a weekly Bible study group over the winter months.  It is envisaged that these meetings wil not be in a lecture format, but will encourage open discussion and sharing of insights.  In order to assess the interest would anyone who is likely to attend please contact Rev Sandy McCallum, Tel No: 670133, or Mrs Shena Jamieson, Tel No: 673114. The venue and date of the first meeting will be confirmed later.

PEREGRINES

Friday 15th October, our walk around the”Greenock Cut”:  The forecast was for heavy rain and as the day dawned the dark grey clouds did nothing to detract from our expectation that we might be in for a soaking.

Nevertheless, we decided to go for it.  Perhaps it was because our previous walk up to the Greta Falls had been cancelled due to really foul weather.  Anyway, as it turned out, we had an interesting and invigorating hike around the six mile circular track from the Cornalees Centre near Inverkip.

Even the dark, dull conditions did not take away too much from the spectacular views over Greenock and the surrounding countryside and, as ever, the “patter” and companionship gave strength to weary limbs.  The last mile or so lived up to the weathermen’s forecast, driving rain and rising wind.  But, you see, that only made the mug of hot tea in the café at Cornalees taste even sweeter! 

Sandy McCallum

G U I L D

The opening meeting of the Guild got off to a great start with a feast of scrumptious sandwiches beautifully garnished and dainty petite Nardini pastries followed by Roses Chocolates.  After opening devotions, Christine's lovely solo, 'How great Thou art', reminded us of the cosmic grandeur of the Creator; Joan's recitation – ‘The Meenister's Visit’ - raised a ripple of holy hilarity around the room.  Our good 'locum' Rev Bill presented an illustrated talk on the Guild theme ‘Walking humbly with God' and shared with us how a Gourock Church of Scotland congregation, in their own humble way, have been reaching out in a practical manner to alleviate the plight of young HIV victims in Africa.  A challenge for all of us!  

Our second session featured Dr Jane Chestnut-Potts, daughter of our own Rev Alex and Elizabeth Chestnut. She highlighted interesting events in her life as an anaesthetist with her talk, 'Life is a Gas'.  We all now have a greater understanding and appreciation of this very important role carried out in hospital operating theatres, these are gifted members of the surgical team. We are hazily aware of their presence when they put us to sleep, and they make sure we keep sleeping until it's all over!!! Captivating talk, everyone was wide-awake!!!  

On 24th Oct, our third get-together, we were delighted to have Rev Elizabeth Malanay, a multi-vocational lady, who is currently serving in Paisley.   She began as a schoolteacher and served also in this capacity at a Church of Scotland school in Israel and other educational systems before entering the ministry of the Church of Scotland. Her work extends to hospice chaplaincy.  In her 'Box of Delights' she interspersed her human interest stories with appropriate scriptural references, altogether a hugely uplifting time.   

We would like to thank one and all for their enthusiastic support.  Numbers are encouraging with helpful comments! 

 Margaret Barclay.

 

MONDAY’S ALTERNATIVE CLUB

We met on 26th September and all enjoyed a demonstration of an amazing amount of quick and easy meals by Johann McIntyre.  We were able to taste all the dishes and then sent away with recipe sheets to try them out on our unsuspecting families.  There were only 3 of us able to meet on 10th October so, as luckily there was no speaker, we treated ourselves with a trip to Nardini’s.  On 24th October we met for a games night.  There was a good turn out and much talking over tea and a cake. Before we realised it was 10.00pm and we had still not started a game, so much for that idea!
Our November meetings will be on the 7th - Tai Chi and the 21st  - Scottish Country Dancing (venue outwith the Church).  Hopefully we will be able to work off some of last month’s food!

Alison Tunnicliff
SOCIAL COMMITTEE

St Andrew’s Night

The Social Committee plan to have a Scottish Night on Wednesday 30th November at 7.30pm in the Session Room to celebrate St Andrew’s Night.  In previous years this has proved to be a very popular event.  

This year, we intend to get mini fish and chips from Nardini’s.  This will be followed with some Scottish entertainment.   If you don’t like fish and chips an alternative can be arranged. 

Watch the noticeboard for further details.

Jean Jackson

YOUNG CHURCH

A big thank you to everyone who has donated tins and other goods for Glasgow City Mission.  We have collected over 260 items now, which will be of great value to those who receive them.  We are planning to make this a yearly collection in the months of September and October so hope you will all continue to support us in this venture.
As November starts we are casting for our Nativity Play.  This year we are doing “The Sleepy Shepherd” which will be performed during the service on 18th December.  Please could parents let me know if their child will/will not be available on the 18th? 
The Saints will be running the tearoom after church on 20th November to help raise money for their trip to Stroove in February.  Your support would be much appreciated.  The Saints will be visiting Helter Skelter on Sunday 6th November where they will meet with some of the other local Young Church Groups.
We are continuing to collect pennies for Water Aid and any donations would be most welcome.
Alison Tunnicliff
SERVICE OF DEDICATION OF CHURCH FURNISHINGS

Sunday 30th October saw St Columba’s Parish Church packed to capacity when many members of the congregation who had gifted a chair to a loved one participated in a wonderful service conducted by the Rev Bill Armstrong. Bill had set the tone by a carefully thought out order of service linking the sermon “The Communion of Saints” to the Dedication of Church Furnishings.  The 260 strong congregation responded by singing that wonderful opening hymn “All people that on earth do dwell” and closing with “The Church’s one foundation”.

Many people took the opportunity to bring close friends and family to the service, proudly reading the words of dedication in the Memorial Book, Book of Dedication and the inscription plates on the chairs. It was a genuine sharing of fellowship enjoyed by all.  Kenneth Gibson, our local MSP, who attended the service commented how much he had enjoyed his first service in St Columba’s but hopefully not his last.  Many people, including Kenneth, spoke of their appreciation of how well organised the service had been.  The committee was delighted the service was enjoyed by so many members of the congregation and visitors and trust they left afterwards reflecting the wish in the welcome words on the order of service that people “experienced a warm Christian welcome and felt touched by God’s love”. 

John Lewis          

ST COLUMBA EXPERIENCE
Saturday 12th November is a day for your diary when the Co-operative Brass Band will be playing in St Columba’s starting at 7.30pm.  This is the first time that they have played in Largs for a number of years and they are regarded as one of the top Brass Bands in Britain. The Band has won numerous trophies since the 1920s including three championships in 2010.

This is an opportunity not to be missed to listen to a world class band playing in such wonderful surroundings with the tickets priced at only £8.   Tickets are available from the Information Bureau, or Church Office (Heritage Centre closed for winter months) or any member of the committee.

We hope that you will support this concert so that there is a full church filling the sanctuary with music. 

Ken Welch

K. I. T. CLUB.
 
Just want to remind everyone that Jim, Sheena, Irene and Myself are looking forward to meeting those who have their name down and are coming to the K.I.T. Club CHRISTMAS MEAL at the QUEEN’S HOTEL on MONDAY 12th DECEMBER. Time: 12.00 noon for 12.30pm.  The cost is £1.50 per person, which can be paid at the door if not already paid.  We look forward to meeting you again.
      
Eileen Rankin
KELBURN TREFOIL GUILD

Kelburn Trefoil Guild (Section of Girlguiding) are holding a concert on Sunday 4th December in St Columba’s Parish Church at 2.30pm in aid of Gillian’s Satire Appeal and New Brownie House, Dalry.  Tickets are priced £5.00 for adults (children are free) and can be obtained from the Information Centre, Trefoil Guild members and at the door.

Margaret Kennedy

LIFE AND WORK & LANDMARK SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2012
Life and Work & Landmark subscriptions for 2012 will be collected on Wednesday 23rd November 2011 in the Vestry, from 10.00am to 12.30pm.

The annual subscription rate for Life and Work (excluding any voluntary donation towards “Landmark”) will be held at £19.00.  

Subscription renewal notices will be delivered by the District Visitors at the beginning of November.

If any member of the congregation, who is not presently subscribing to “Life and Work”, wishes to become a subscriber, please see me as soon as possible and I will give you a free introductory copy.

Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank all the District Visitors for their continued help and co-operation during the past year.

Brian Jackson

Church Manager 

LANDMARK
Please note that the December edition of Landmark will be the last one until February 2012.  Articles for inclusion in the December edition must be submitted to the Church Office by Wednesday 23rd November at the latest.

 Brian Jackson

Church Manager

NEW ELDERS

During morning worship on Sunday 2nd October, Rev James Teasdale, Interim Moderator of St Columba's Parish Church, ordained five new elders.  The new elders are Karen Anderson, Elaine Black, Christine Gallettie, Joan Rae and Alison Tunnicliff. The photograph shows the five new elders with Interim Moderator, Rev James Teasdale, and Session Clerk, Brian Jackson.
