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Switch your gas and electricity 
supply to Ecotricity and 
Christian Aid will receive up 
to £60.
Choose Ecotricity for your business or church and up to 
£150 will go to Christian Aid.

FIGHT CLIMATE
CHANGE SWITCH
TO ECOTRICITY
Our climate is changing: extremes of flooding and drought 
are threatening the survival of some of the world’s poorest 
people. By choosing green energy from Ecotricity, you can 
combat climate change and raise money for Christian Aid at 
the same time.

To make a difference, call free on 0800 0302 302 
and quote ‘Christian Aid’ or visit ecotricity.co.uk/christian-aid
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What if we caught the vision of the 
early church and, as a community of 
young people, made the time to sit 
together, share together, pray, work 
and act together? What if we really 
understood how we belong to each 
other and lived as if we all mattered? 

We are Christian Aid Collective. We 
believe that we can end poverty in our 
community – a community that includes 
every person on the planet.  

n’t do it By ourselves. By ourselves. B
Are you in? 
Join us for dinner, and more at 
christianaidcollective.org

What if we caught the vision of the 
early church and, as a community of 
young people, made the time to sit 
together, share together, pray, work 
and act together? What if we really 
understood how we belong to each 
other and lived as if we all mattered? 

We are Christian Aid Collective. We 
believe that we can end poverty in our 
community – a community that includes 
every person on the planet.  

But We CAn’t do it 
Are you in? 
Join us for dinner, and more at 
christianaidcollective.org
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EDITOR’S 
LETTER
HAPPY NEW YEAR to all 
our readers. And if this 
Christian Aid News is the 
fi rst you’ve seen – we hope 
you like it! We’re keen to 
keep supporters informed 
about the fi ght against 
poverty and hope you’ll 
want to continue receiving 
this quarterly magazine. If 
you would prefer to read 
Christian Aid News in its 
digital format, however, or 
if you would rather opt out 
altogether, call our 
Supporter Relations team 
on 020 7523 2225 and we 
will make that happen.

Already this is shaping 
up to be a busy year for 
Christian Aid, which has 
joined forces with many 
other organisations in a 
major campaign over 
global hunger. ENOUGH 
FOOD FOR EVERYONE IF 
launches this month and 
we’ll be asking you to get 
involved. Find out how on 
page 12.

Our thoughts are also 
turning towards Christian 
Aid Week (12-18 May). With 
your superb support we 
raised £12.5m in 2012 – 
and hope this year will be 
even better. You may well 
have collected for Christian 
Aid Week in the past, so 
what about getting even 
more involved? Turn to 
page 20 for some ideas.

Here’s to 2013!
Roger Fulton, Editor

C
hristian A

id/A
lly C

arnw
ath12

Access to food is at 
the heart of the new 
campaign ENOUGH 

FOOD FOR EVERYONE IF 

Christian Aid 
is a Christian 
organisation that 
insists the world 
can and must be 
swiftly changed 
to one where 
everyone can live 
a full life, free 
from poverty. We 
work globally for 
profound change 
that eradicates 
the causes of 
poverty, striving 
to achieve 
equality, dignity 
and freedom for 
all, regardless of 
faith or nationality. 
We are part of a 
wider movement 
for social justice. 
We provide 
urgent, practical 
and effective 
assistance where 
need is great, 
tackling the effects 
of poverty as well 
as its root causes.

christianaid.org.uk/if
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4 Christian Aid News

ON INTERNATIONAL DISASTER RISK 
REDUCTION DAY (13 October), Christian Aid 
launched Big River Rising, an online 
documentary to demonstrate the importance 
of science in helping Filipino slum dwellers 
cope with seasonal fl ooding that regularly 
destroys their shantytown homes. 

Shot during the dramatic August 2012 
monsoon deluge, which fl ooded much of the 
Manila metropolis and forced more than 

700,000 people to evacuate, Big River Rising 
follows mother-of-fi ve Belen de Guzman 
(below, left) as she nervously monitors the 
rising river near her makeshift home  in 
Banaba and coordinates the community’s 
evacuation as the area becomes submerged.  

Using photography, audio, text and video, 
you can explore the Marikina River, along 
which Belen’s community lives.  You can 
fi nd out how scientists and Christian Aid 
partners are helping such communities 
to prepare for, and adapt to, the persistent 
fl ooding.  

Big River Rising also explains how rapid 
and uncontrolled urban development, 
mountain deforestation, mining activities and 
global climatic changes have made Manila 
and its poorest communities even more 
vulnerable to fl ooding; and why communities 
such as Belen’s choose to stay in the ‘danger 
zones’, despite the risk to their lives. 
christianaid.org.uk/big-river-rising

A RIVER RUNS 
THROUGH IT
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NEWS

EmErgENcy appEal 
for gaza aNd thE 
middlE EaSt
The end of 2012 saw the return of 
heightened conflict between Israel 
and the Gaza Strip. A week of intense 
violence claimed the lives of more than 
170 Palestinians and five Israelis, and 
more than 2,000 people were injured 
in aerial strikes on Gaza by the Israeli 
military and rocket fire into southern 
Israel from militant groups in Gaza. A 
ceasefire brokered on 21 November 
stopped the attacks, but revealed 
a wake of destruction, injuries and 
trauma left by the conflict. 

It was also a year of turmoil and 
despair for many across the wider 
Middle East region, not least in Syria, 
where more than 4 million people have 
been affected by the violent conflict 
raging between government forces 
and opposition groups. By December, 
more than 500,000 Syrians had fled to 
neighbouring countries as refugees. 
Here they live in cramped conditions; 
many need essential items such as food, 

blankets and hygiene kits, and they are 
suffering psychological trauma.

Following these devastating events, 
Christian Aid launched an emergency 
appeal to support our partners in the 
region, raising around £100,000 by 
mid-December. In Gaza our partner 
the Palestinian Medical Relief Society 
has been assisting those injured in the 
fighting by dressing wounds and burns 
and helping people with disabilities 
access rehabilitative care and mobility 
aids. Another of Christian Aid’s long-
standing partners, the Culture and Free 
Thought Association (CFTA) is working 
with children, young people and their 
parents to tackle high levels of trauma 
left as a result of both the recent 
violence and years of sustained conflict 
in Gaza. Studies have shown that a high 
proportion of children in Gaza already 
display symptoms of long-term trauma 
– bed-wetting, nightmares, an inability 
to concentrate, disruptive behaviour, 

withdrawal, and excessive crying. 
Majeda AlSaqqa from CFTA describes 
how her own family has been affected: 
‘My 13-year-old niece Dima became 
paralysed and started crying every time 
she heard an Israeli rocket.’

CFTA is providing trauma counselling, 
drama and art therapy for young 
people, and is also training parents in 
how to deal with their children’s trauma 
over the coming months.

Our response to the Syrian refugee 
crisis focuses on supporting our 
existing partners in Lebanon, which has 
seen an influx of more than 150,000 
Syrian refugees. Association Najdeh is 
providing help to Palestinian refugees 
from Syria, providing more than 1,000 
families with mattresses, blankets 
and sheets, clothes, hygiene kits and 
kitchen equipment to enable them to 
cook meals. As in Gaza, this partner 
also reports that many refugees are 
suffering from psychological trauma, 

6 Christian Aid News
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Everyday life on hold: images from 
Gaza, following the upsurge in 
violence in November

and need counselling and therapy.
Another partner, Mouvement Social, 

is seeking to provide education to 
Syrian refugee children, many of whom 
cannot access the Lebanese school 
system due to over-demand. This 
story of three children, Moustapha, 14, 
Aliyah, 11, and their cousin Hassan, 
14, who fled the conflict in Syria is 
typical of many refugee children, and 
highlights the importance of the work 
Mouvement Social is doing.

‘We arrived in Beirut, after leaving our 
village and country. We left a big house 
to live in just two rooms (two families 
together). No school agreed to take us. 
We felt that in an instant our lives had 
changed. We had become street children.

‘Hope arrived through the alternative 
classes from Mouvement Social in 
Sin-el-Fil: it was like a lifeboat. It was 
a chance to begin to learn again and 
to not be out in the street. I was happy 
to have classmates, to read and write, 
take part in the different activities, 
draw, and do drama. The thing that 
makes me happiest is that once again 
I am living like any other child in the 
world, but especially that I am accepted 
and treated like all the others. I am not 
different, I am their friend.’
• Please help us to continue to respond 
to the desperate needs across the 
Middle East region. 

You can donate via our website: 
christianaid.org.uk/emergency
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MorE than 190 countriEs came 
together at the UN climate summit 
in December to work on a global 
response to climate change. The 
meeting, known as COP 18 or the 18th 
‘conference of parties’, ended with 
some progress but offered little for 
the world’s poorest people. 

The summit was held in Doha, 
the capital of Qatar, and three staff 
members from Christian Aid’s London 
office were there to lobby ministers, 
organise campaign actions and 
publicise our work in the media.

The negotiations ended with an 
extension of the Kyoto Protocol 
until 2020 – although Japan and 
Canada joined the USA in opting out 
– together with new climate finance 
commitments from the UK, Germany 
and Denmark, and a commitment to 
discuss a mechanism to deal with 
‘loss and damage’ felt by countries 
most affected by climate change.

Christian Aid’s senior climate justice 

adviser, Mohamed Adow, was at 
Doha. He said: ‘The world has suffered 
another year of extreme weather 
and scientists tell us it will only get 
worse. The effects of our current 
0.8C warming above pre-industrial 
levels are bad enough. Just imagine 
what it will be like if we remain on 
course for a rise of more than 2C.

‘This agreement did nothing to shift 
the world away from its trajectory 
towards environmental chaos. But 
one of the few green shoots in the 
desert of Doha was a pledge by the 
UK to increase funding to developing 
nations suffering from the worst 
effects of climate change.’

Lidy Nacpil, from Christian Aid 
partner Jubilee South – and a member 
of the official Philippines delegation 
at Doha – added: ‘We cannot wait. 
We need climate finance to help us 
survive, and cuts in emissions from 
big polluters to prevent the storms 
from getting worse.’

A green shoot 
from the 
desert of dohA?

News.indd   2 03/01/2013   12:35



Dr rowan 
williams  
joins 
Christian aiD
Dr rowan williams is to become 
the new chairman of the board of 
trustees of Christian Aid. 

Announcing the appointment in 
December, Christian Aid director 
Loretta Minghella said: ‘Archbishop 
Rowan brings a passionate interest 
in tackling the symptoms and 
causes of poverty, a profound 
theological understanding and deep 
experience of addressing issues of 
environmental, economic and social 
justice with church and political 
leaders across the world. This is 
wonderful news for Christian Aid.’

Dr Williams stepped down as 
Archbishop of Canterbury at the 
end of December and is taking up 
a new role as Master of Magdalene 
College, Cambridge. At Christian Aid 
he succeeds Dame Anne Owers who 
ended her term of office in November.

Dr Williams, who will take up his 
position in May, said: ’I am honoured 
to be invited to chair the board 
of Christian Aid. I had hoped to 
continue some regular involvement 
in support and advocacy in the 
area of international justice and 
development, and this will allow such 
an involvement to flourish. 

‘Many years of co-operation with, 
and support for, Christian Aid have 
made me familiar with the excellent 
quality of all that it does, and I am 
happy to take up this new role at a 
time when international development 
issues will need dedicated and 
sustained attention.’

NEWS

typhooN WarNiNgS 
SavE thouSaNdS

philippiNES

Christian aiD’s Disaster risk 
reDuCtion work with poor and 
vulnerable communities in the 
Philippines is credited with helping 
to prevent widespread loss of life in 
December when Typoon Bopha tore 
through the southern island of Mindanao.

Text-message based early 
warning systems were introduced to 
communities there last year for the 
first time after another typoon, Washi, 
struck in December 2011. Thanks to the 
generosity of Christian Aid supporters 
who responded after that emergency, 
people this time had real-time updates 
on rainfall and flood points.

Although 50,000 homes were 
destroyed, trees were blown down 
and power supplies cut, there were 
no casualties in the two communities 
where the systems had been 
introduced, Cagoyan de Oro and Iligan.

Alwynn Javier, Christian Aid’s 
emergency officer, said: ‘Compostela 
Valley and Davao Oriental were the 
most heavily hit in terms of wind 
damage, landslides and casualties.’

During the recent climate talks in 
Doha, the Philippines chief climate 
negotiator, Naderev Sano, appealed to 
world leaders to open their eyes to the 
‘stark reality that we face’, stating that 
Bopha was a clear example that climate 
change is really happening. Along 
with extreme flooding in August in the 
capital, Manila, Bopha was the second 
typhoon to hit Mindanao in a year – its 
intensity such that areas which usually 
escape were flattened.

Geologist Dr Carlos Primo C David, an 
expert in earth sciences and sustainable 
water resources management, works 
with Christian Aid partners to help 
prepare vulnerable communities for the 
worst. He said: ‘Christian Aid partners 
had a continuous stream of weather 
data to guide them through the event. 
They were able to track where the 
typhoon was and how much rain they 
should expect. This, combined with a 
pre-emptive evacuation of communities 
in danger areas, helped reduce property 
damage and resulted in zero casualties 
in both Washi programme cities.’

8 Christian Aid News
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An 
outstAnding 
scholAr 
at Oxford, 
Mary had a 
distinguished 
career in public 
health and 

was director of MIND from 1951 until 
1974. After retiring, Mary advised 
governments on mental health issues, 
sat on numerous public bodies 
and joined Christian Aid’s board. A 
committed Anglican, she was sharp, 
intelligent, supportive and popular 
with trustees and staff alike. She 
championed gender equality, and 
backed female managers across  
the organisation. 

She chaired a committee that saw a 
different way of managing Christian Aid 
and wrote a report bearing her name. In 
that work she was unfailingly persistent 
and resolute; she received the inputs of 
everyone as gifts rather than burdens; 
she gave large amounts of her time; she 
was meticulous in planning meetings 
and summarising progress; she was 
deeply humble; offered wise counsel; 
and led the committee in a spirit of 
service rather than chore. 

Michael Taylor, the director she 
helped to recruit, remembers someone 
who ‘was no pushover in terms of 
character and intellect, but along with 
all of that went not only gentility but 
also kindness and friendliness. She 
cared not only for the work of Christian 
Aid, but also for us as its staff.’ Those 
who knew Mary respected her greatly 
and were fond of her. She was a great 
friend and we will miss her.

A chAmpion for 
gender equAlity
mary Applebey, a former 
trustee of christian Aid, 
has died aged 96

An exciting new pArtnership 
between Christian Aid and high street 
retailer Monsoon will help revive 
the 2,000-year-old tradition of silk 
production in Afghanistan. 

The two-year silkworm project aims 
to lift 1,500 women and their families 
out of extreme poverty and potentially 
lead to international market access for 
silk producers in the country. 

The project is based in Herat, in 
western Afghanistan, an area that 
has a long history of silk production 
and was once a stop on the Silk Road 
trade route. It aims to increase the 
number of silk rearers by providing 
the women with silkworms and the 
training to cultivate the silk cocoons. It 
will also help to improve the efficiency 
of a number of processing centres, 
where the cocoons are spun into silk 
thread. And women will be selected to 
receive looms and training to produce 

silk goods, such as scarves and 
handkerchiefs, and sell their goods in 
the local market. 

Women have historically been the 
backbone of the garment and textile 
industries in Afghanistan and this 
project is focused on helping widows 
and female-headed households to 
earn their own money. Helping the 
women secure income will enable 
their families to have better access to 
healthcare and education. The profit 
the women make can be reinvested in 
future production, making the project 
sustainable in the long-term and not 
reliant on aid. 

Olivia Lankester, the head of 
corporate responsibility for Monsoon 
said: ‘Monsoon started out sourcing 
hand-embroidered silk kaftans from 
Afghanistan, so this new venture, 
helping women to revive the silk 
industry in Afghanistan, is the perfect 

way to celebrate Monsoon’s 40th 
anniversary this year and build a better 
future for thousands of families.’ 

In Afghanistan, where work 
opportunities for women are often 
limited, Christian Aid has already 
helped thousands of women earn an 
income by harvesting silk cocoons 
from silkworms in their own homes. 

Serena Di Matteo, Christian Aid 
Afghanistan country director, said: ‘We 
are very grateful for this new support 
from Monsoon; it will enable the 
existing project to continue, escalate 
and reach many more people.’

Serena added: ‘Women suffered 
under the Taliban by not having access 
to education and not being given the 
freedom to make a living. The silkworm 
project provides them with a way to do 
that, and improve their role in society 
and therefore gives them a future they 
would not have had before.’ 

AfghAnistAn

monsoon blows in to help 
AfghAn silk mAkers

philippines
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The shorT rains sTarTed in the 
north of Kenya in November, bringing 
vital growth to the parched land. It’s a 
far cry from the situation throughout 
2011 when drought and rising food 
prices left 13 million people in the east 
and Horn of Africa in urgent need of 
humanitarian relief. 

Since the 2011 food crisis in the 
region, Christian Aid has received 
£4.3m through our own appeal and 
£2.7m from a Disasters Emergency 
Committee appeal. We are also 
investing £600,000 of Department 
for International Development UK 
Aid funds into resilient livelihoods 
programmes in Kenya. Christian Aid 
partners such as Christian Community 
Services of Mount Kenya East 

(CCSMKE) and Northern Aid in Kenya 
have been busy putting these funds to 
work to save lives and livelihoods, and 
to help drought- and conflict-affected 
communities build strength and peace. 
When the next crisis hits, the effects 
will not be as severe. 

More than 52,500 people received 
meat from the livestock that  
pastoralists sold to local partners 
during the acute phase of the drought. 
Our partners also supported pastoralist 
communities in northern Kenya to 
access food through cash for work  
and food voucher schemes. Water 
trucking for six months, borehole 
maintenance and water tank 
construction provided clean and  
safe water to drought-affected 

communities across four counties.
CCSMKE and Northern Aid also 

supported vulnerable pastoralist 
households to prevent loss of livestock 
throughout the drought. They provided 
livestock feed, trained pastoralists in 
fodder storage techniques and provided 
veterinary treatment for goats and 
cattle. Milk production increased and 
cases of livestock loss were greatly 
reduced as a result. 

With the increasing frequency of 
disasters and worsening environmental 
degradation in places like Kenya, the 
need to reduce people’s dependency on 
humanitarian relief is vital. This requires 
increasing coordination and integration 
between humanitarian relief and long-
term development sectors.

Resilience and 
Rain pRovide 
welcome Relief

kenya

Kabale Ture, a 65-year-old widow 
with five children, received four 

goats thanks to DEC appeal funds. 
She also received training in 

haymaking from Christian Aid 
partner CCSMKE so that now she 

can store up food and keep her 
animals alive when water is scarce
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The archbishop of canTerbury 
has awarded the Cross of St Augustine 
to Canon Gideon Byamugisha, 
Christian Aid’s goodwill ambassador 
on HIV and AIDS.

The Cross of St Augustine 

recognises distinguished service to the 
Church of England and wider Anglican 
Communion. Canon Byamugisha 
received the award for his courageous 
and profoundly significant work 
promoting an effective, compassionate 

and just response to HIV and AIDS.
Receiving the award, Canon 

Byamugisha said: ‘I’m accepting this 
not just for myself, but on behalf of all 
those people who have supported me, 
nursed me, and inspired me.’ 

archbishop honours chrisTian aid hiV ambassador

news
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Christian aid is  waiting to see 
what the full implications will be of the 
UK government’s decision to suspend 
financial aid to India by the end of 2015. 

Responding to the announcement 
last November by the minister for 
international aid, Justine Greening, 
Christian Aid’s international director, 
Paul Valentin, said: ‘While it is natural 
for the UK’s relationship with India 
to change as the country’s economy 
develops, we must remember that it 
still has 400 million people who live in 
extreme poverty and survive on less 
than US$1.25 a day. 

‘Despite India’s economic growth, 
these people lack basic essentials 
such as adequate food, clean water, 
education and healthcare, and often 
suffer social and economic exclusion, 
which forces them into the worst jobs 
– or unemployment. 

‘The UK government can be proud 
of the creative work it has already 
done to support these people, who 
include dalits and tribal people – not 
least to help them challenge the 
appalling discrimination they suffer.’ 

So far, it is unclear what Justine 
Greening’s announcement may mean 
for these groups. But Christian Aid 
believes that walking away from them 
in 2015 would be premature. Christian 

Aid hopes that the Department for 
International Development (DFID) is, 
instead, planning to focus its future 
work in India on the country’s most 
socially excluded people and to 
support them as they claim their rights 
to such things as social security. One 
way to do this is for DFID to support 
civil society organisations that hold 
the Indian government to account 
over the country’s most excluded. 

Christian Aid hopes, too, that DFID’s 
desire to harness the power of the 
private sector in the fight against 
poverty and social exclusion will 
be tempered by awareness that the 
private sector is not automatically best 
placed to tackle India’s fundamental 
social problems. The exclusion 
of millions of India’s people from 
mainstream society will only change 
if private companies work closely 
with local civil society organisations – 
particularly those representing people 
who are marginalised. Christian Aid 
would like to see the UK government 
continue to earmark resources to 
ensure that socially and economically 
excluded people are able to claim their 
fair share of the country’s growing 
wealth – and that the private sector 
door to development will be open to 
people who have been shut out.

india

ConCern as UK drops 
aid to india from 2015

serviCe of 
thanksgiving
Last november Christian aid 
held a service of thanksgiving at 
King's College, London, for the lives 
and support of people who have left 
a legacy for Christian Aid’s work, and 
in whose memory gifts have been 
given. The service, streamed online 
for those unable to attend, was an 
opportunity for us to join nearly 
150 family and friends to remember 
them and celebrate their support. 

Their kindness and generosity, 
passion for justice, and faith in our 
work has enabled us to transform the 
lives of families and communities in 
need across the world. 

Margaret Hart and her family were 
inspired to give to Christian Aid 
in memory of Mrs Hart’s mother, 
Elizabeth Morrish, a life-long 
supporter. After watching the service 
online, Mrs Hart said: ‘It was an 
appropriate way to remember both 
Christian Aid and my mother, who 
would have particularly appreciated 
the venue, as she trained as a nurse 
at King's College Hospital in the 
mid-1940s and talked about it with 
affection throughout her life.’ 

If you would like to find out more 
about giving a gift in memory of 
a loved one, please contact Kerry 
McMahon in our In Memory Giving 
team on 020 7523 2173 or email 
kmcmahon@christian-aid.org

Christian aid’s Long-term LoCaL 
partner Women’s Christian Union 
of Angola, has won an International 
Diana Award for its Girls Building 
Bridges project in the poverty-stricken 
suburbs of the Angolan capital, 
Luanda.

The 12 teenage girls, aged between 
11 and 15, won the prestigious award 
for their commitment to improving 
HIV- and AIDS-awareness among 
young women in their communities, 
and challenging the rife stigma and 
discrimination associated with the 

virus. ‘We are really proud that Girls 
Building Bridges are the first Angolans 
to receive the International Diana 
Award,’ said Tuiku Kiakayama Elisa, 
general secretary at the Women’s 
Christian Union of Angola.

‘In a country where the population 
is young and HIV prevalence is high, 
their work is so important; they are 
role models in their community and 
provide vital support to young girls and 
women. They have had the confidence 
and courage to discuss the issues that 
affect women and girls and they inspire 

others to follow their example.’ 
The girls perform role-plays in 

schools and churches and encourage 
debate on gender equality, domestic 
violence and reproductive health in 
the context of HIV/AIDS. They also help 
to inform young women about their 
rights and encourage them to take 
ownership of their relationships. 

angola

teenagers sCoop aWard

C
hristian A

id/A
lexia H

ayw
ood

 Christian Aid News 11

The girls wait to  
receive their award

christianaid.org.uk/if
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A TIPPING POINT 
FOR GLOBAL 
HUNGER

2012 TURNED out 
to be a tipping 
point for tax 
justice, an issue 
Christian Aid has 
been campaigning 
on for more than 

three years. This year we must 
press governments and business 
further still for fi rm action to 
address a global tax scandal that 
costs poor countries US$160bn 
each year.

Tax dodging is a key structural 
cause of poverty and hunger and 
is one of the main issues in the 
ENOUGH FOOD FOR EVERYONE 
IF campaign that is being 
launched this month. We are 
incredibly excited to be joining 
forces with other charities in this 
campaign – the biggest-ever 
movement to tackle global 
hunger and its causes. We’ve 
chosen the right to food as a 
major theme for this year’s 
Christian Aid Week to support the 
campaign and to unite 20 million 
people to bite back at hunger.

We cannot achieve our goals 
without your help, so please 
spread the word in your churches 
and communities. These pages 
set out all you need to know 
about the campaign ahead of the 
public launch on 23 January and 
you can join us straight away by 
visiting christianaid.org.uk/if

The IF campaign is bold, and it 
is ambitious. As we approach the 
launch I’m reminded of Psalm 
107:5: ‘They were hungry and 
thirsty, and their lives ebbed 
away.’ This is not just Biblical 
rhetoric: it is a daily reality for 
nearly 900 million people 
worldwide. We simply cannot sit 
back and let the scandal continue.

2013 could prove to be a 
tipping point for global hunger. 
Let’s grab the opportunity with 
both hands.

LORETTA MINGHELLA, 
DIRECTOR, CHRISTIAN AID

This year, Christian Aid has joined forces with other major 
development agencies to launch ENOUGH FOOD FOR 
EVERYONE IF, the biggest mass campaign movement since 
Make Poverty History. Here we explain what has compelled 
us all to come together to fi ght for a world free from hunger 

THERE IS ENOUGH FOOD IN THE 
WORLD to feed everyone. Yet nearly 
900 million people – 1 in 8 of the 
world’s population – go to bed hungry 
every night and more than 2 million 
children die from malnutrition annually. 

While we are making important 
progress on many key development 
challenges, we simply aren’t making 
similar rates of progress on hunger. 
Food prices are at a peak and set to rise 
further, hitting poor people hardest at 
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home and around the world. However, 
this is the year that we can start to turn 
this desperate situation around.

•  In 2013, the UK is set to reach its 
historic promise to spend 0.7 per 
cent of gross national income on aid. 

• In 2013, the UK is chair of the G8. 
•  In 2013, the world will begin to 

debate a new set of development 
goals that will set the ambition and 
vision for the next decade. 

With crises come opportunities to create 
change. We must seize them.

THE CAMPAIGN
Because of this, 2013 will see the 
biggest ever campaign to tackle global 
hunger and its causes. Christian Aid, 
along with more than 50 other 
UK-based organisations, ranging from 
Save the Children, UNICEF and Oxfam 
to the major faith communities, has 
signed up to the campaign. We have 

joined forces in what is intended to be 
the largest mass campaign movement 
since Make Poverty History in 2005, 
galvanising the support, we hope, of 
some 20 million people.

Alongside delivering on the 0.7 per 
cent aid promise, our campaign target 
is the kind of structural reform that 
would, if implemented, usher in real 
and lasting change. ENOUGH FOOD 
FOR EVERYONE IF will press the UK 
government to take a global lead in 

christianaid.org.uk/if
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pushing for the strengthening of the 
global food supply system through 
tackling some of its obvious defects. 
We’ll be asking people to petition Prime 
Minister David Cameron to use his 
presidency of the G8 to take this lead.

Actions already planned include a 
mass mobilisation of supporters for the 
G8 meeting in June, and regional 
lobbying events around the time of  
the UK budget in March to show  
MPs the strength of feeling in their 
constituencies.

This campaign will also harness the 
power of social media, mobilising 
people online via Twitter and Facebook 
in a way that hasn’t been seen before. 
People will be taking to the streets, but 
also to their tablets, laptops and smart 
phones in support of this campaign. 
And it will reach out to our partners 
around the world to make this a global 

movement for change, and show the G8 
and other leaders that there is 
widespread desire for concerted 
leadership on food and hunger. 

Why We must act noW 
While we in the UK yearly waste more 
than 4 million tonnes of edible food, 
some 868 million people globally suffer 
chronic hunger. And the health of  
1 billion more is adversely affected by 
micronutrient deficiencies. Each year, 
2.5 million children die from malnutrition 
or related causes, with a further 100 
million children under the age of five 
underweight because of lack of food.

To fix the broken food system and 
reduce the millions currently going 
hungry, we need a step change. We can 
only do this by building a movement of 
millions to pressure leaders to act. 
Governments and companies have the 

power and opportunity to do the right 
thing. Through our actions, we can 
persuade governments to act, and  
if they do, everyone on this planet  
will have the chance of getting the  
food they need to live a healthy life.

Some of the solutions lie in more of 
the right kinds of investment – for 
example to help poor women farmers 
grow enough food and adapt to the 
devastating effects of climate change.  

Bringing about real change also 
means enhancing poor people’s access 
to natural resources such as land, and 
improving governance so that 
investment leads to everyone getting 
enough food. It is about transparency 
to ensure that companies pay the taxes 
due to developing countries – helping 
these countries to mobilise more of 
their own resources in the fight  
against hunger – and that poor people 
can hold companies and governments 
to account. 

It is also about governments, citizens 
and companies all playing their part in 
building a future where everyone is able 
to grow or buy enough food which 
underpins societies’ and economies’ 
ability to thrive.

 
What if?
Rather than focusing our efforts too 
thinly by trying to address all the 
myriad causes of hunger at once, four 
specific targets for change have been 
identified which, ‘IF’ implemented, 
would improve the lives of millions. 

Save the C
hildren/R
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er, for the IF cam
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For the IF campaign to be a success we 
need your support. Over the years you 
have signed hundreds of thousands of 
postcards to politicians, met with your 
local MPs to push them to take action 
and have turned out in your thousands 
at rallies. In all of these, your passion 
and support has been crucial in the 
fight for justice in the world.

Over the coming months your 
support will again be vital. In the  
run-up to the budget in March we need 
you to join with others in your 
community to meet your MP. It is vital 
that the government takes effective 
action to address tax dodging and 
ensure aid is being used to help make 

sure there is enough food for all.
Following this comes a fantastic 

opportunity in June as the UK hosts 
and chairs a Food and Hunger summit, 
followed by the G8 meeting (near 
Enniskillen in Northern Ireland). It is 
crucial that we send our government 
and world leaders a clear message that 
they must take action on food and 
hunger.  We want to show the public’s 
support for action and will be asking 
you to join us in collective action.

Alongside these key moments your 
support for the campaign through the 
year will be crucial. Whether 
promoting it in your church, asking 
members of your community to sign 

postcards or arranging an event to 
profile the campaign – what you do 
will play an important part in building 
a wider movement across the country. 
With your support we can ensure there 
is enough food for everyone.

Key moments for your diary
march: The budget – a key time to 
press the government to take effective 
action on aid and tax. We need you to 
meet your MP to help this happen!
June: A crucial opportunity to push 
world leaders to take action at the G8 
and Food and Hunger summit. We will 
need your support at these events to 
ensure they hear our message!
• For more details of how you can be 
involved, visit christianaid.org.uk/if or 
contact your local Christian Aid office. 

the year ahead
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Ghana should be able to feed its 
people. True, communities in the 
country’s north depend on just one 
rainy season, but if small-scale 
farmers were taught how to make 
better use of available resources and 
given access to secure markets, they 
could grow enough to ensure their 
families do not go hungry and have a 
surplus to sell. 

Yet farmers struggle to access 
support from the government, and 
often rely on charitable organisations 
(whose reach is limited by their size). Or 
they simply go without. Many families 
either depend on expensive food 
imports or they are forced to eat less. 
The result is that one in every four  
pre-school children in Ghana is stunted 
– an indicator of chronic malnutrition 
– and rates in the underdeveloped 
north are even higher.

The situation does not need to be 
like this. Hardi Mumuni’s harvest is 
vivid proof that investing government 
funds into recruiting agricultural field 
workers brings impressive results. 
Having carefully followed their advice, 
Hardi’s yard is bursting with yellow 
ears of maize drying in the sun. ‘We 
eat three meals a day. I am able to do 
this because I adopted the new 
methods of farming,’ says Hardi.

The government has ambitious 
policies and goals to support 
smallholder farmers to increase their 
yields in a sustainable manner. 
However, with just one field worker 
for every 1,000 farmers in northern 
Ghana, stories like Hardi’s remain all 
too rare – a situation Ghana’s 
government cannot address unless it 
raises more tax revenue.

Tax could help realise important 
goals, such as improving services for 
small-scale producers. ‘Tax is vital in 
helping the government meet its 
responsibilities to its citizens. If you 
take the agriculture sector 
improvement plans and the annual 

operating plan of the Ghana School 
Feeding Programme, these are great 
plans, but they will need financial 
resources,’ says John Nkaw of 
Christian Aid partner SEND-Ghana.

Ghana currently loses more than 
US$36m a year to tax dodging in the 
mining sector alone. Until this is 
addressed, ensuring nationwide reach 
for projects to reduce hunger will 
remain something the government 
can only dream about. ‘Revenue is the 
fuel that propels the engine. So if you 
are short of fuel, how can you run 
your engine?’ says Edward Gyamerah 
of the Ghana Revenue Authority.

If tax dodging was tackled at 
international level, giving Ghana the 
means to ensure companies pay what 
they should, it would be less 
dependent on foreign donors and in 
better control of its budget. 

As Steve Manteaw of Christian Aid 
partner Integrated Social Development 
Center says: ‘The time has come to 
end aid-dependency in Africa and 
other developing countries, and to  
see how we can finance our own 
development.’

As the new ENOUGH FOOD FOR EVERYONE IF campaign 
gets underway, Antoinette Powell explains that if Ghana’s 
government gets the tax revenue it is entitled to from tax-
dodging companies, it could do more to help small-scale 
farmers move from merely surviving to truly thriving

Tax in Ghana: 
GrowTh’s missinG link
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Children like Sulemana often 
have to work on their parents’ 

farms to help grow food for 
their families

Major inroads against hunger could be 
made…
•  IF we give enough aid to stop 

children dying from hunger, and 
help the poorest people feed 
themselves.

•  IF we stop big companies dodging 
taxes in poor countries, so that 
millions of people can free 
themselves from hunger.

•  IF we stop poor farmers being 
forced off their land, and use crops 
to feed people, not fuel cars.

•  IF we force governments and big 
corporations to be honest and 
open about their actions that stop 
people getting enough food.

The need for urgent action is as great 
as it has ever been. In the places worst 
hit by hunger today – north and south 
of the Sahara in Africa, and parts of the 
Middle East – the situation is so 
alarming that late last year the UN’s 
Food and Agriculture Organization 
warned we are ‘losing the battle against 
hunger’ in those regions. The numbers 
affected had risen by nearly half since 
the early 1990s to some 275 million. 

Food price rises – perhaps as high as 
15 per cent according to one estimate 
– are now likely following the worst 
drought in 60 years in the US, and poor 
harvests in Russia and South America 
which have pushed up grain, soya bean 
and wheat prices. Animal feed, which is 
made from these staples, is also more 
expensive. This will have a knock-on 
effect on the price of meat and dairy 
products. Also, world grain reserves are 
now so low that the UN has warned 
that extreme weather events in food-
exporting countries in 2013 could 
trigger a major hunger crisis.

The impact of further price rises will 
be pronounced enough in developed 
countries, but in poorer countries 
where the urban poor in particular are 
forced to devote as much as 80 per cent 
of their income to ensuring they are 
fed, the situation will be far worse.

That hunger exists to the extent that it 
does today is a scandal – the world 
produces enough food for each of its  
7 billion inhabitants to enjoy the  
2,000-plus calories that we need daily. 
A worsening in the months ahead will 
be a further indictment of misguided 
practices and policies. Join us in helping 
to shape a future free from needless want.

christianaid.org.uk/if
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Main picture: the Tax Justice Bus 
outside St Nicholas’ Cathedral, 

Newcastle. Opposite: The cathedral’s 
dean, Very Rev Chris Dalliston, 

joins visitors aboard the bus
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Ticking for Tax JusTice
Tax dodging has been all over the 
media this year, with companies’ tax 
affairs in the spotlight and politicians 
speaking out against tax avoidance. 
Christian Aid has been using every 
opportunity to keep up the pressure for 
tax justice – and, thanks to your help, 
progress has been made.

Back in February, thousands of you 
called on your MEPs to strengthen EU 
transparency laws that could help tackle 
tax dodging. Thanks to your swift 
action, the draft laws going through the 
European Parliament were made 
significantly stronger. In Africa, vast 
profits are made from natural resources 
and yet most Africans see little, if any, 
of this wealth. The new EU legislation 
could help to change all that. This is a 
significant achievement that could 
make all the difference to the world’s 
poorest countries.

Later in the year we stood alongside 
partners from every continent as part of 
June’s Global Week of Action to End Tax 
Haven Secrecy. From Brazil to the 
Philippines, Spain to Mozambique, 
citizens took to the streets to ask the 
leaders of the G20 countries to tackle 
tax dodging. In Britain alone, more than 
20,000 of you called on Prime Minister 
David Cameron to take a lead on these 

issues. As a result, the final G20 
announcement included some strong 
language on the need for greater tax 
transparency. Leaders agreed to ‘call on 
countries to join the growing practice of 
automatic financial information 
exchange as appropriate’. Automatic 
information exchange between tax 
authorities in different countries has 
been a key demand of Christian Aid’s 
tax campaign for the past three years, 
and it’s very encouraging to see the G20 
leaders endorsing this approach.

a climaTe of change
As the weather got warmer (and wetter) 
last summer, we also geared up our 
climate campaign. June saw 
celebrations as we learnt that our 
demands for the mandatory reporting 
of carbon emissions had finally been 
listened to. Nick Clegg announced a 
new emissions policy that will force 
1,600 of Britain’s biggest firms to 
publish their greenhouse gas figures 
from the end of this financial year. 

This is a fantastic campaign win, and 
one that Christian Aid has been fighting 
for since 2007. In that time you’ve sent 
more than 60,000 messages to the UK 
government and, thanks to your 
campaigning, Westminster has brought 
in the world’s first Climate Change Act.

2012 was an eventful year for Christian Aid’s tax and 
climate campaigns. Clare Fussell looks back at a 
memorable 12 months and ahead to a busy 2013

DiD you c limb aboarD The 
Tax JusTice bus? 
Last year, from August to October, we 
joined forces with our friends at Church 
Action on Poverty to travel around 
Britain and Ireland on a double-decker 
bus. The Tax Justice Bus Tour took the 
call for an end to tax dodging to dozens 
of communities – and what a journey  
it was! 

We were hugely encouraged by the 
support we encountered along the way; 
5,000 of you joined the bus on its 
journey, more than 10,000 of you Ticked 
for Tax Justice and called on David 
Cameron to take action, more than 70 
politicians were lobbied, and dozens of 
church leaders climbed aboard to learn 
how tax dodging hurts the poor.

We also welcomed visiting partners 
from Africa, Asia and Latin America to 
join us on board. They spoke powerfully 
about the impacts of global tax dodging 
on their countries. Each year an 
estimated US$160bn never makes it to 
developing-country treasuries, because 
of tax dodging. This is much-needed 
revenue that could be spent on public 
services and development, and could 
mean the difference between life and 
death for the most vulnerable people.

We were also pleasantly surprised by 
the support of the many politicians who 
dropped in on the tour. A week after 
visiting, business secretary Vince Cable 
made front page news when he called 
for a government crackdown on tax 
havens. He said: ‘No one keeps their 
cash in tax havens for the quality of 
investment advice; these are sunny 
places for shady people.’ Well said, 
Vince – we agree!

Dozens more MPs supported the 
campaign by writing to David Cameron, 
writing to each of the FTSE 100 
companies, and even discussing the Tax 
Justice Bus in Parliament.

The Tax Justice Bus has reached the 
end of its journey, but this heralds the 
beginning of a new exciting campaign 
for tax justice. Thanks to your support 
and commitment, the tax campaign is 
stronger than ever and we’re certainly 
not giving up the fight. A great 
campaign is planned for 2013; find out 
more about it on pages 12-15.

Thanks to you, 2012 has been a great 
success and 2013 is set to be even 
better! stay in touch via our website, 
christianaid.org.uk/actnow 
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2 OctOber 2012, the day India’s Jan 
Satyagraha March for Justice was due to 
begin, was not turning out as I had 
anticipated. Instead of walking with 
marchers, I sat surveying tens of 
thousands of hot and hungry rural 
Indians gathered beneath an immense 
canopy that carried on into the distance 
like the people beneath it, farther than 
the eye could see.

The air was heady with sweat and 

disappointment. India’s Minister for Rural 
Development, Jairam Ramesh, had come 
to address the crowd. Negotiations had 
been going well between Christian Aid’s 
partner Ekta Parishad and the 
government, and it was hoped there 
would be cause to celebrate and that the 
march would be cancelled. Yet the 
offerings of the minister were meagre, 
and he attemped to persuade those 
gathered to return home. The ‘Jan 

FRONTLINE
Stories from around the world 
showing how Christian Aid 
and our partners are working 
to empower people to shape 
a better future for themselves 
and their communities 

 

‘I jusT waNT my LaNd’
Five small words that united thousands in victory
In October, 50,000 landless 
poor Indians set out 
for Delhi on a march to 
demand their land rights. 
Just eight days into their 
long walk, their protest 
ended in victory. Christian 
Aid’s Sarah Filbey was 
there to witness their joy – 
and hope for a better future

Frontline.indd   1 20/12/2012   15:25
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Satyagrahi’ – as the marchers are known 
in Hindi – responded by waving 
thousands of flags in unison, signalling 
their resolve to march.

So, one day late, more than 50,000 
landless poor from all over India set off 
on a long walk to demand their rights to 
land and resources. It was a journey that 
might have taken them over 200 miles 
from Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh, to India’s 
national parliament in Delhi. 

Yet the pressure exerted on India’s 
national government, with numbers of 
marchers expected to swell to 100,000 
and bring Delhi to a standstill, bore fruit. 
After just eight days of marching, Jairam 
Ramesh met the marchers again and 

signed an agreement on behalf of the 
government, granting their main 
demands.

The new deal gives statutory backing 
to the provision of agricultural land to 
the landless poor in the poorer districts. 
In addition, the government will urge 
states to protect the land rights of dalits, 
tribals and ‘all other weaker and 
marginalised sections of society’, and 
fast-track land tribunals will be set up to 
resolve land issues quickly.

It is now for the Task Force group (nine 
civil society representatives, including 
Etka Parishad, and nine members of 
government including minister Jairam 
Ramesh) to ensure the terms of the 
agreement are put into practice. If, within 
six months, they are unhappy with the 
progress, the marchers will be asked to 
resume the march where they left off.

On that first day of marching I walked 
alongside the lines of Jan Satyagrahi. 
Energetic teenagers from Deoghar in 
Jharkhand danced and sang jubilantly. 
Yasin Khan from Muraina, Madhya 
Pradesh, pedalled one of a fleet of 
rickshaws equipped with loudspeakers, 
his four-year-old daughter sitting quietly 
and solemnly in the back. ‘There was no 
one at home to take care of her,’ he 
explained, ‘so I brought her along.’

Ekta Parishad and the other organisers 
feared the risk was too great for some, 
with daily temperatures soaring to the 
high 30s and a shortfall of food rations 
meaning the marchers faced the 
possibility of only one meal a day. They 
had been urging the elderly and women 
with small children to consider returning 
home rather than march the full month. 

Yet the lines were peppered with tiny 
old women, determination set into 
wrinkly faces, and I have no doubt that 

80-year-old Motin Bai from Billari village, 
Chattisgarh, whom I met in the starting 
grounds two days before, remained 
somewhere among them.

This was the third time Motin Bai had 
set out to walk from Gwalior to Delhi, in 
protest. She has been following Ekta 
Parishad for over two decades, and in 
spite of her achy legs and frail frame she 
was not afraid to do it again: ‘I just want 
my land,’ she insisted.

Those five small words were what 
united the thousands who marched and 
to whom the success belongs. 

Anand Kumar, Christian Aid’s India 
representative, congratulated Ekta 
Parishad and the marchers saying: ‘This 
is a true example of people’s victory 
through peaceful negotiation.’

The march was a culmination of four 
years of hard effort by Ekta Parishad, and 
builds on previous campaigns and more 
than 20 years of network-building. 

‘The campaign is not yet finished. The 
Satyagraha [will] never finish because it 
is a fight for truth and justice, and we 
know that even after the commitment we 
need a lot of strength and energy to 
percolate down all the promises to the 
people,’ says Ramesh Sharma, Jan 
Satyagraha campaign coordinator.  

Christian Aid will stand firmly beside 
Ekta Parishad in the months to come, as 
it strives to bring tangible change to the 
lives of millions of India’s poorest.

• See also Last Word, page 30, and 
Events, page 26.
• For a recorded video message from 
Ramesh, a podcast and updates on the 
progress of the Task Force, visit 
christianaid.org.uk/march-for-justice 
• To read more of Sarah’s experiences, 
visit http://huff.to/UDfMPm 

The lines were 
peppered with 
tiny old women, 
determination set 
into wrinkly faces
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Marchers gather at the 
starting grounds in Gwalior

Thousands of India’s 
landless poor arrived for 

the start of the march

christianaid.org.uk/if
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Mahenteh Kong has seen firsthand 
how the generosity of communities 
here in Britain and Ireland is helping 
communities around the world to 
change their lives. 

Living in Sierra Leone, in the remote 
fishing village of Mo-Albert, featured 
in our 2012 Christian Aid Week 
resources, Mahenteh’s life has been 
transformed by support from Christian 
Aid partner Methodist Church of Sierra 
Leone (MCSL). With improved fishing 
equipment and safer drying ovens 
provided by MCSL, hundreds of 
people like Mahenteh are no longer 
suffering from health problems caused 
by the old fish-smoking methods and 
are now able to provide for their 
families all year round.

‘We have seen a lot of changes,’ says 

Mahenteh. ‘We never dreamt of 
having such facilities in this 
community, it is a great blessing.’ A 
blessing that couldn’t have taken place 
without all of us standing together in 
solidarity, ensuring that change for 
some of the poorest communities 
around the world is not just a dream. 

Communities still desperate to see 
the change Mahenteh has 
experienced will continue to face 
uncertainty about tomorrow. But by 
working together we can change that.  
Whether you’ve been involved in the 
past or are a new supporter, we 
invite you to join us in taking a huge 
Bite Back at Hunger and make 
Christian Aid Week 2013 the most 
powerful yet. 

Find out more at caweek.org

get set for christian aid week
Bite Back  
at hunger

Throughout Britain and 
Ireland organisers are 
already busy preparing for 
Christian Aid Week 2013, 
which runs from 12-18 
May. Christian Aid Week 
manager Anna Couper 
urges all of us to get 
involved in this, the year we 
bite back at global hunger

Just as Christian aid will be uniting 
with other organisations for the historic 
ENOUGH FOOD FOR EVERYONE IF 
campaign – highlighted on pages 12-15 
of this issue of Christian Aid News – so 
hunger will be at the heart of this year’s 
Christian Aid Week.

Taking as our message ‘Bite Back 
at Hunger’, we want you to join us in 
taking the fight against global hunger 
to the towns, villages, churches, streets 
and homes of Britain and Ireland, to 
deliver a powerful boost to our work 
with the world’s poorest communities.

In 2012, thousands of you did just 
this to share the transforming work 
of Christian Aid in Sierra Leone. 
Distributing red envelopes, organising 
church services and running some 
of the most exciting events we’ve 
seen, Christian Aid Week groups and 
supporters raised a phenomenal 
£12.5m. Add to that £5m of government 
match-funding from the Department for 
International Development, and 2012 
proved to be one of the most successful 
Christian Aid Weeks of recent years. 

Of course, none of this could have 
happened without the dedication and 
enthusiasm of you – our wonderful 
Christian Aid Week groups, committees, 
collectors, churches and volunteers! 
Rain or shine, supporters around 
Britain and Ireland knocked on doors, 
walked across bridges and baked 

delicious cakes, 
raising awareness 
and money for 
some of the 
world’s poorest 
communities. 

And this 
year promises 
to be even 
more inspiring, as 
thousands of you across 
Britain and Ireland come together to 
Bite Back at Hunger. 

Find out how to get involved, 
opposite, and by looking on our 
website, at caweek.org 

And don’t miss the next issue of 
Christian Aid News, when we will focus 
especially on some of the amazing work 
being done by partners featured in this 
year’s Christian Aid Week. 

rememBer 2012? change that lasts
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Mahenteh Kong, from Mo-Albert 
fishing village in Sierra Leone, 

crouches by a new oven 
that is much safer 

for the whole 
community and 

more efficient 
than the old 

system of 
smoking fish 

The first £5m donated to Christian Aid Week 2012 was matched £1 for £1 by the government, helping even more communities around the world help themselves out of poverty

 

‘We have 

come together 

to work together. 

This strengthens our 

community; together  

we are much  

stronger’ 

The way we lead our own 
lives can have a tangible 
impact in the fight to end 
poverty. Christian Aid Week 
is the perfect example of this
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GET SET FOR CHRISTIAN AID WEEK

WHEN ASKED WHAT WAS especially 
rewarding about taking part in the 
house-to-house collection, one 
Christian Aid Week 2012 collector 
responded: ‘Feeling that thousands 
of others are doing the same and 
making a difference.’ 

As each of us prepares for this 
year’s event, it would be wonderful 
to be able to count on you as one 
of the thousands making a 
difference. As groups and churches 
begin their preparations, now’s the 
time to get involved. From joining a 
house-to-house collecting group in 
your local area, holding an inspiring 
event or adding your voice to the 
ENOUGH FOOD FOR EVERYONE 
IF campaign, ther e’s something for 
everyone to get involved in this 
Christian Aid Week.

Contact your local offi ce to fi nd 
out where your nearest house-to-
house collection is taking place. To 
download resources to hold a church 
service or an event in your local 
community, or to make a donation 
visit caweek.org 

Here you can 
also read about 
the amazing 
partners 
featured this 
Christian Aid 
Week and 
there’ll be news 
of other ways to 
get involved.

TODAY, 1 IN 8 PEOPLE 
ARE DESPERATE FOR 
FOOD. TOGETHER WE 

COULD FE ED THEM ALL. 
THIS CHRISTIAN AID 

WEEK, LET’S INSIST ON 
LIVING IN A WORLD IN 
WHICH EVERYONE HAS 

ENOUGH TO EAT

HERE’S HOW 
YOU CAN HELP

This trio 
of posters 
promoting 
Christian 
Aid Week 
2013 will be 
available to 
order from 
1 February 
from the 
website 
caweek.org
or by calling 
08080 005 005.

The fi rst £5m donated to Christian Aid Week 2012 was matched £1 for £1 by the government, helping even more communities around the world help themselves out of poverty

‘It would be wonderful to be able to count on you as one of the thousands making a difference this Christian Aid Week’ 
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COMMENT

The children were swimming in the 
Arapapu river. So why not, I thought? 
The fact that it was the colour of French 
onion soup slightly put me off.

And the thought of crocodiles, 
caimans and piranhas lurking beneath 
the deep brown surface had to be 
placed firmly to the back of my mind. 
To swim in the Amazon – it was a once 
in a lifetime opportunity. And with the 
temperature pushing up towards  
40 degrees, not to mention the 
humidity, it just had to be done. 
‘Gringo, gringo,’ the children shouted, 
calling on their friends to come and 
see, evidently amused by the pale, 
overweight foreigner splashing about in 
their part of the river.

They weren’t being offensive, 
Christian Aid Brazil country manager 
Mara Luz assured me. They were 

flattered. The quilombolas weren’t used 
to Europeans. Indeed, until relatively 
recently, their whole existence had 
been built around avoiding them.

These are the descendants of 
African slaves brought to Brazil by 
the Portuguese from the 16th century 
onwards to work in cotton and sugar 
plantations. Those who managed to 
escape from captivity hid themselves 
deep in the forest where they formed 
small communities. One man, Daniel, 
in his 50s still remembers that, when 
he was a child, his parents would only 
ever travel at night and by boat. They 
lived off the land, hunting, fishing and 
growing cassava. So successful were 
they at hiding that many assumed that 
these people had died out. But as the 
Amazon forest began to be increasingly 
opened up to the encroachments of 

agribusiness, so the quilombolas were 
rediscovered. And once again, large 
landowners, mining companies and 
big dams are presenting threats to their 
very existence.

For just as Brazil’s colonial wealth was 
premised upon the exploitation of vast 
tracts of land, so too the recent 
economic miracle that is modern day 
Brazil – now the seventh largest 
economy in the world and the B of the 
so-called BRICS – is also being driven 
by enormous industrialised farms, 
some the size of small countries. To 
resist their adopted forest being 
overwhelmed and chopped down by 
these new landowners, the quilombolas 
have fought successfully to have their 
ownership of the land registered in law. 
But what looked like a victory for their 
simple way of life may well be just the 
start of their troubles. For no one let 
them know that one of the purposes of 
land ownership is that it enables 
governments more easily to collect 
taxes. And so this particular quilombola 
community, up on the Abaetetuba 
island, has now been sent a R$15m tax 
bill (around £5m) – a tax designed to 

Reverend Giles Fraser, journalist and parish priest at  
St Mary’s, Newington, in south London, travelled to Brazil with 
Christian Aid in December to see our partners’ work on tax 
justice, land rights and political reform. One of his visits was  
to communities of quilombola people, who are descended  
from slaves and are now fighting a £5m tax bill – simply  
because they won legal ownership of their land

‘why does 
christian 
aid need to 
operate in 
a place like 
brazil?’

22 Christian Aid News

Giles Fraser preaching during  
a service at the Holy Trinity  

Anglican parish church, São Paulo
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INPUT

Send your views to: The Editor, 
Christian Aid News, 35 Lower 
Marsh, London SE1 7RL or email 
canews@christian-aid.org

INITIAL RESPONSE
I have read your article about Mali 
(Issue 57) and it contains abbreviations 
(or acronyms) which are not explained. 
ACT Alliance I know about, but what are 
GRAT and APH please?

It might be helpful if your magazine 
contained a glossary of such 
organisations for anyone who wished 
to get a fuller understanding. Or 
footnotes perhaps?
Joanna Lumsden, via email
Editor’s reply: we do usually include 
an organisation’s full name, but 
sometimes, when that name does not 
have a clear English translation, we 
just use the abbreviation. GRAT’s full 
name is French, but translates as The 
Group for Research and for Technical 
Applications, while APH is known as 
Action de Promotion Humanitarian.

AID TO INDIA
I will continue to donate to Christian 
Aid because of all the good work it 
does, but I would like to make a point 
regarding aid to India.

I realise that there is terrible poverty 
in that country and I was particularly 
struck by your Frontline article regarding 
the protest march by thousands of 
poor Indians. But I do have serious 
reservations about aid going to a 
country that can afford nuclear weapons 
and has its own space programme.

I feel that it is the Indian government’s 
responsibility to care for its own poor. In 
the meantime there are seriously poor 
countries like Mali and Bangladesh who 
desperately need our help.
Martin Welton, via email
Editor’s reply: Christian Aid’s response 
to the UK government’s decision to cut 
aid to India from 2015, is on page 11.

CALLING CHRISTIAN AID
Main switchboard: 020 7620 4444 • Supporter enquiries: 020 7523 2225 • Donations: 020 7523 2269
Regular giving queries: 020 7523 2046 • Wills and legacies: 020 7523 2173 • National events: 020 7523 2248

If you have any suggestions for what you 
would like to see in Christian Aid News, 
please let us know at the postal or email 
address at the head of this page 

encourage landowners to use their 
land productively, that is, in the cause 
of ever greater economic growth.

With assistance from Christian Aid’s 
partner Pro Indian Commission (CPI), 
a well-known legal practice offered to 
defend the communities pro bono. 
They anticipate that the issue will take 
a minimum of 15 years to settle in 
Brazil’s notoriously snail-paced legal 
system. The underlying philosophical 
issue here is how a tax regime that is 
designed to stimulate economic 
growth can accommodate those that 
are only interested in the growth of 
their cassava and their children. 
Procópio, the oldest man in the 
community, greeted us in his wooden 
shed of a house set by one Amazon 
river. He has lived here for 96 years 
and has 16 children and 120 
grandchildren. And no, he admitted, he 
cannot remember all their names. But 
he does fear for their future. He is a 
living connection to his grandfather’s 
experience of slavery in the plantations 
of wealthy landowners. And he fears 
that the power of agribusiness will 
eventually take over his land and 
return his people to workers on other 
people’s vast farms. All this in a 
country that is now preparing for the 

World Cup and the Olympics – giving 
tax breaks to large construction fi rms 
building new sports stadiums and tax 
incentives for Brazilians to buy cars 
and white goods, to fuel the apparently 
booming economy. 

Ex President Lula did a great deal of 
good for many ordinary people in 
Brazil. Unemployment remains at an 
all-time low. And for the middle 
classes, it still feels like caipirinha time. 
So why does Christian Aid need to 
operate in a place like Brazil? Quite 
simply because, for all of this, the 
question of land ownership, a historic 
issue in Brazilian reality and politics, 
still forces many onto the margins of 
society. Eighty per cent of the 
population now live in urban areas, 
many having been squeezed out of the 
countryside and into the slum-like 
favelas and cortiços of vast cities such 
as São Paulo. But also because, in the 
hidden reaches of the Amazon forest, 
the history of slavery doesn’t feel 
much like history at all.

• Giles Fraser has written about his trip 
for The Guardian and Church Times. As 
we went to press, a piece for BBC Radio 
4’s From Our Own Correspondent was 
also under consideration.

christianaid.org.uk/if

Procópio de Jesus Maciel, 96, the oldest 
member of the Alto Itacuruca quilombola 
community, with community leader 
Edilson da Conceicao Cardoso da Costa
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Boost for  
partnership scheme

Two Middle easT 
parTners visited 
the Central England 
region last autumn 
to promote the new 
Middle East Church 

Partnership Scheme, Overcoming 
Barriers, which aims to improve the 
lives of people with disabilities in 
Lebanon and the West Bank.

In September, the West Midlands 
enjoyed a visit from Nader Abu 
Amsha, Christian Aid partner from 
East Jerusalem YMCA, while Sylvana 
Lakkis, from the Lebanese Physically 
Handicapped Union, spent a few 
days touring the East Midlands. 

Five churches have already started 
Partnership Schemes in the West 
Midlands. Katherine Aldridge, from 
St Peter’s Church in Hall Green, 
attended Nader’s presentation in 
Birmingham and was inspired by the 
YMCA’s work. She said: ‘The scheme 
is a good focus for the church and it’s 
really rewarding to see the money 
we raise multiply.’
• For more information on the Church 
Partnership Scheme, call your 
local Christian Aid office or email 
partnershipscheme@christian-aid.org 
• See also story on page 28.

take a stand 
against hunger
A walk of witness on 2 March 2013 
will be the focus for people across 
Birmingham to take a stand against 
hunger. The walk, backed by church 
leaders including the Bishop of 
Birmingham, the Catholic Archbishop 
and the Area Commander of the 
Salvation Army, will include three 
church stops for prayer, worship 
and information about the causes of 
hunger in the world today. 

christmas thanks
We would like to say a big thank you 
to everyone who took part in the 
various festive fundraising events 
over Christmas. Your generosity will 
bring hope to people around the 
world and support communities to 
help themselves out of poverty. 

around centraL engLand

The TAx JuSTiCe BuS rolled into the 
East Midlands on 22-23 September 
with partner Ricardo Barrientos, from 
Guatemala, on board.

It stopped outside Leicester 
Cathedral and St Martins House where 
it was greeted by local dignitaries 
and supporters. It then travelled to 
Nottingham, where it arrived to live 
music by the Nottingham Psalm 
Drummers. Many supporters visited 
as did Gedling MP Vernon Coaker, who 
took our Tick for Tax Justice action. 

The following day the bus visited Cliff 
College, and then Buxton where a lunch 
discussion took place with the Bishop of 
Derby, a volunteer from Church Action 
on Poverty, and Ricardo Barrientos. 
At Ashbourne, its final destination in 
the East Midlands, a surprise visit was 
made by the newly appointed transport 
secretary, Patrick McLoughlin.
•  During three days and 250 miles 
in the West Midlands, at least 200 
campaigners, many church leaders, six 
MPs and one MEP came aboard the bus. 
This was testament to the hard work of 
supporters and the passion of church 
attenders to hear the call for justice.

The Bishop of Birmingham, David 
Urquhart, hosted the first stop and 

viewed the day as a starting point for 
a new justice campaign. ‘This global 
campaign for tax justice has a message 
of hope at its heart that resonates both 
with people of faith and those of no 
religious faith. A lack of tax transparency 
traps countries in poverty. I am proud to 
be part of a movement that is ready to 
act for justice and help the poorest in the 
UK and around the world.’

This part of the tour generated 
tremendous and creative media 
coverage thanks to the hard work put in 
by the inventive Midlands campaigners.
•  The Tax Justice Bus Tour in the East of 
England was a great success, getting 
coverage on BBC Radio Norfolk and 
Radio Suffolk. There was a great turn-
out in Norwich, with 120 visitors, 
including Bishop Graham James, and 
our two Norwich MPs, Simon Wright 
and Chloe Smith.

The Cambridge Question Time event 
was well attended, with excellent 
speakers: Richard Murphy, Richard 
Higginson (lecturer on business ethics 
and theology), Niall Cooper and 
Mariana Paoli. The presence of Savior 
Mwambwe, a Christian Aid partner from 
Zambia, was much appreciated and he 
was a central part of the team.

We ticked for 
tax justice!
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Alvin Massimo, director of 
African Tax Justice Network and 

Ven Chris Liley, Archdeacon of 
Lichfield and Canon Chancellor 

of Lichfield Cathedral
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AROUND LONDON

ChRistiAN AiD is RisiNg to the 
challenge of engaging London’s 
expanding church community in a 
unique Partnership for Change. 

Our aim is simple: to inspire 
churches in the 32 boroughs and 
the City of London to partner 
with us and respond to the issues 
affecting the world’s poor and 
marginalised.

We have not only created a new 
regional focus – represented by 
its own pages here in Christian 
Aid News – but have increased 
our capacity to offer better 
support to existing partners and 
to develop new relationships with 
the expanding London church 
community. here, we introduce 
you to the new team, starting 
with its new head of Christian 
Aid London region, Mark Sturge.

meet ChRistiAN AiD’s 
LONDON teAm!

Mark Sturge – head of ChriStian aid 
London region 
‘I am delighted to introduce you to our new London 
team. We are all excited about the opportunities 
to create partnerships with churches across the 
boroughs. We want to thank you personally for 
all your hard work and support for Christian Aid 
and our partners around the world. We are also 
looking forward to visiting your churches, building 
on existing relationships and making many new 
friends along the way.’

Joanna LoCkwood – 
London teaM regionaL 
adMiniStrator 
If you want a speaker for 
your church, would like to 
order resources or learn 
more about Christian Aid’s 
work please contact the team 
on 020 7523 2321 or email 
London@christian-aid.org

Keep up to date with the 
latest news and events from 
the Christian Aid London 
team on christianaid.org.uk/
london

our CoordinatorS will be developing relationships with churches and church leaders to explore the causes of global poverty 
and injustice, and the urgent challenges faced by people in the 48 countries in which Christian Aid works. They will emphasise 
the difference that churches can make when they represent those who have no voice or means to change their circumstances. 
And they will encourage churches to pray, act and give to bring about life-transforming change.

LONDON RegiONAL COORDiNAtORs

yOUth AND stUDeNt WORk

hannah griffiths, regional 
coordinator for Hammersmith 
and Fulham, Ealing, Tower 
Hamlets, Harrow, Hillingdon, 
Hounslow and Richmond upon 
Thames

Caroline Lubale-Buluba, 
regional coordinator for 
Greenwich, Islington, 
Camden, Newham, Lewisham, 
Southwark and Bexley

Stephanie hubbard, regional 
coordinator for Lambeth, 
Royal Borough of Kensington 
and Chelsea, City of London, 
Wandsworth, Westminster, 
Kingston upon Thames and 
Merton

dionne Parris, regional 
coordinator for Bromley, 
Croydon, Sutton

We are currently recruiting for a regional coordinator for: Brent, Barnet, Hackney, Enfield and Haringey

our internS are promoting the work of Christian Aid among 
students and young people across the London.

Far left: Lisa douglas, 
student and youth 
intern; left: Syntiche 
dedji, Christian 
Aid Methodist 
One Programme 
participant

rev. Chris andre-watson, 
regional coordinator for 
Barking and Dagenham, 
Havering, Redbridge and 
Waltham Forest
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AROUND NORTH ENGLAND

WATER...THE  
REALiTy Of pOvERTy

On the 17 September, Eleri Birkhead 
(Leeds), Andy Forsyth (Newcastle), 
and I set off with 11 other Christian 
Aid interns for our ‘exposure trip’ to 
Zimbabwe. There we travelled all over 
the country, visiting three Christian Aid 
partners (Christian Care, Institute for 
Rural Technology, and D abane Trust), 
numerous villages, several projects and 
Victoria Falls.

Dabane Trust’s motto, ‘We start with 
water’, concisely explains its focus. 
Zimbabwe has higher annual rainfall 
than Britain, yet many communal 
gardens struggle to find enough water to 
keep their produce healthy. In Zimbabwe 
it tends to rain very heavily for a short 
time, then not at all for several weeks. 
As a result the water evaporates or is 
absorbed into the ground. Dabane Trust 
is working to find solutions, for example 
by building sand dams, a simple low-
cost rainwater harvesting technology. 
The results have been encouraging so 
far, making life that bit easier for some 
of the poorest people in Zimbabwe. 

In the autumn, 150 intrepid walkers from across the North of England strode out on 
March for Justice solidarity walks to support the Jan Satyagraha mass march for land 
rights in India (see page 18).

Routes of between four and 12 miles around Rydal Water in the Lake District, Fountains 
Abbey in North Yorkshire, and Bede’s Way in the North East, attracted justice-loving walkers 
of all ages, including toddlers and octogenarians, sporting March for Justice caps and 
carrying green and white banners. 

Sent on their way with blessings and prayers from the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
resources, which this year featured the struggle for justice of the dalit people in India, 
they were inspired by the commitment of some of India’s poorest people to change their 
society. They recorded messages of solidarity for the Indian marchers and raised more than 
£20,000 in sponsorship over the year’s campaign.

On receiving news of the Indian marchers’ campaign victory, Rev Lindsey Goodhew from 
Durham, who walked Bede’s Way with her family, expressed her delight: ‘It’s great to know 
that the Indian marchers have been successful. It’s particularly encouraging for my children 
to know that something they’ve been involved in has achieved such a significant result!’
• See also christianaid.org.uk/march-for-justice

FRIDAY 18 JANUARY
Christian aid Ceilidh,
7.30pm, York Guildhall, St 
Helen’s Square, York YO1 9QN.
All welcome to come and join 
the ceilidh with the Bad Bargain 
Band. Tickets £8 (£5 
concessions), available from 
christianaidyork@googlemail.
com or on the door.

SATURDAY 26 JANUARY 
Charity to Justice – Christian 
aid Quiet Day 
10.30am-3pm, St Antony’s 
Priory, Claypath, Durham  
DH1 1QT.
With Kathy Galloway, director of 
Christian Aid Scotland and 
former leader of the Iona 
Community. Suggested 
donation £18, including lunch.
Contact Sarah Moon on 0191 
464 4782, or email smoon@
christian-aid.org 

FEBRUARY
north West abseil
Location TBC.
For more details, contact 
Hannah on 01925 582825 or 
email hmiller@christian-aid.org 

FEBRUARY – APRIL
bite back at hunger north east 
roadshow
Christian Aid presents 10 
inspirational events around the 
North East to build support for 
Christian Aid Week and the 
EnougH Food For 
EvEryonE IF campaign. With 
guest artist, singer-songwriter 
Gareth Davies-Jones. 
Saturday 9 February – 7.30pm, 
Haydon Bridge Methodist 
Church, Haydon Bridge 
Wednesday 13 March – 7.30pm, 
Burn Park Methodist Church, 
Sunderland
Friday 15 March – 7pm, Grange 
Road Baptist Church, Jarrow 
Saturday 16 March – 7.30pm, 
Holy Trinity Church, Jesmond 
Monday 15 April – 7pm, Trinity 
Centre, Middlesbrough
Tuesday 16 April – 8pm, St 
Margaret’s RC Church, Great 
Ayton
Thursday 18 April – Alnwick (tbc)
Friday 19 April – St Mary and St 
Stephen’s Church, Wolsingham 
Saturday 20 April – St Mary and 
St Cuthbert’s Church, Chester-le-
Street
Sunday 21 April – St Hilda’s 
Church, Hartlepool
For details of your local event, 
see christianaid.org.uk/northeast 
or contact Christian Aid north 
East on 0191 228 0115, or email 
newcastle@christian-aid.org

Every year a group of interns join Christian Aid to work with 
us – especially on youth work. And every year, they make a 
trip abroad to see firsthand how our partners work in poorer 
communities. This year’s intake visited Zimbabwe, and Thom 
flint, from our Warrington office, was among the group. Here he 
describes the eye-opening experience

The trip to Zimbabwe helped us 
see the reality of poverty. Simple 
things such as water, which we take 
for granted, are not widely available. 
With the help of partners such as 
Dabane Trust, change can happen. This 
experience will help us to communicate 
effectively to supporters, and speak 
with integrity and passion about the 
great work being enacted in Zimbabwe.
• If you’d like to book your regional 
intern to speak, particularly to a youth 
or student group, please contact your 
local Christian aid office. See also 
christianaid.org.uk/inyourarea

IndIa marchers InspIre solIdarIty walkers
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andy (left), eleri and thom 
at Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe
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AROUND SCOTLAND

The lead singer of deacon Blue 
has congratulated the efforts of a group 
of Glasgow churches who have raised 
£2,500 in two months for a project he 
visited in Brazil in 2012. 

Ricky Ross was in São Paulo last 
March, to learn more about the work of 
Christian Aid and its overseas partners. 
As part of this trip he spent the day 
with Christian Aid partner Gaspar 
Garcia Centre for Human Rights, which 
supports the poorest people in the city 
– those who are homeless, living in 
slums, and depending on unofficial jobs 
such as sorting rubbish for recycling in 
order to make ends meet.

Ricky met some of the many families 
living in appalling, overcrowded 
conditions, with no clean water or 
sanitation. He found out how Gaspar 
Garcia is enabling people to stand up 
for their rights – through understanding 

their legal entitlements, challenging 
unscrupulous landlords, and providing 
help for those living with the threat  
of eviction.

And now the singer is delighted 
to hear that a group of five churches 
in Glasgow – St John’s Renfield, 
Kelvinside Hillhead, Landsdowne, 
Wellington and Hillhead Baptist, have 
come together in support of this project 
through a Christian Aid Partnership 
Scheme. The churches have already 
provided an initial cheque for £2,500 – a 
result of a ceilidh, coin collections by 
parishioners, and the sale of jam, tablet, 
books and tea towels.

Ricky said: ‘It’s great to hear about the 
commitment of these churches, working 
together here in Glasgow, to help make 
a difference to the lives of some of the 
most vulnerable people in Brazil.

‘Without outside support, there is no 
way these people could stand up for 
their housing rights.’

Roddy Watt, of St John’s Renfield 
Church said: ‘We support Christian Aid’s 
work to help people make a better life 
for themselves, and were inspired by 
the work of Gaspar Garcia in São Paulo. 
It has provided a great opportunity to 
bring five Glasgow churches together to 
work in support of a common cause.’
• To learn more about Christian Aid’s 
Partnership Scheme, contact Mary 
Mulligan on 0131 240 1523.
• See also story page 28.

DeACON BLUe  
SiNgeR weLCOmeS 
ChURCh SUppORT 
fOR BRAziL pARTNeR

news in Brief
WelCoMe MAry And 
sharon
Two new members of staff have 
joined the Christian Aid Scotland 
team in recent months. We’re 
delighted to welcome Mary Mulligan 
as our churches development 
officer, based in Edinburgh. Mary 
leads our work with churches 
across Scotland and supports those 
working on partnerships. Our new 
youth development officer, Sharon 
McNamara, is based in Glasgow 
and works to resource and motivate 
young people and youth leaders 
across Scotland.

You can contact Mary on 0131 240 
1523 and Sharon on 0141 241 6133.

Tax Bus in scoTland – 
ThAnk you!
We want to say a big thank you to 
all those involved when we took the 
campaign for tax justice on the road 
around Scotland to meet supporters, 
church leaders, politicians and 
journalists. It was a great success 
and we were pleased to have Lidy 
Nacpil from one of our partners in 
the Philippines on board. Scottish 
stops on the tour included Dumfries, 
Alloway, Glasgow, Edinburgh, St 
Andrews, Inverness and Inverurie. 

AnnuAl revieW 2012: 
AvAilAble noW!
We’re delighted to offer another 
Annual Review with an overview of 
everything we achieved together in 
Scotland, in 2012. This is now available 
on our website, christianaid.org.uk/
scotland and will be sent to organisers 
this month as part of the Christian Aid 
Week Starter Kit mailing. If you would 
like a copy, call us on 0141 221 7475.
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Ricky gets gets a t-shirt 
from a worker at the 

recycling centre run by 
Gaspar Garcia

Mary (left) and Sharon

MP Danny 
Alexander 

ticked for tax 
justice
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EVENTS
Monday 21 January – 
Thursday 7 February
Roots Campaigns training
Join us for a packed evening of 
campaign skills and inspiration. 
Contact Amy Merone on 
amerone@christian-aid.org or 
call 01865 246818. 
Monday 21 January, 6-9pm, The 
Well at Willen, Milton Keynes 
MK15 9aa.
Thursday 24 January, 6-9pm,  
sunnyside Church, berkhamsted 
hP4 2PP.
Monday 28 January, 6-9pm,  
st andrew’s Church, bedford 
MK40 2PF.
Thursday 31 January, 6-9pm,  
st nicolas Church, earley, 
reading rG6 7Jn.
Thursday 7 February, 6-9pm, 
Peace house, Paradise street, 
oxford oX1 1Ld.

January – sePTeMber 2013
enough food foR  
eveRyone if
This year sees Christian aid link 

up with other organisations to 
campaign against global hunger 
(see page 12). We would love 
to work in partnership with 
individual churches on this. 
Could we hold an event together 
to inspire people? We provide 
the content and resources – you 
provide the venue and audience!
Get in touch on 01865 246818 if 
you are interested, or pass this 
offer on to your church leader.

Thursday 14 MarCh 
Cathedral tour and afternoon tea
2.30pm, Christ Church Cathedral, 
st aldates, oX1 1dP.
Tour Christ Church Cathedral 
and College, and learn about 
its fascinating history and 
distinguished alumni, before 
hearing inspiring stories from 
Christian aid, over afternoon 
tea. Tickets £5, advance booking 
essential.  
Contact Steve Johnson on  
01865 246818, or email 
sjohnson@christian-aid.org 

saTurday 6 aPriL
Chenies Manor house  
garden Tour 
2-4pm, Chenies Manor house, 
bucks Wd3 6er.
enjoy an afternoon with 
Christian aid in these beautiful 
gardens. saunter through the 
sunken garden, master the yew 
maze, and peruse the potager. 
Followed by tea and cake and 
inspiring stories about Christian 
aid’s partners around the world.
Tickets £5, pre-booking essential. 
Contact Jessica Hall on 01865 
246818 or email jhall@christian-
aid.org 

18-24 MarCh 
Partner visit
We are welcoming MaPhiri ntini 
from Zimbabwe to our region 
during this time, and planning 
several events. 
Please contact Jessica Hall (as 
above) for more details or if 
you’d like MaPhiri to visit your 
church or group.

saTurday 11 May 
The Christian Aid Walk
registration 8.30-9.30am
starts: st John’s hall, 
Greencoates, hertford sG13 8ae
Finish: bengeo Primary school, 
hertford sG14 3dX.
Walk a marathon! The walk is in 
five sections, so you can walk as 
little as 5km or up to 43km.  
To register, contact Liz Horner on 
01920 465714, or email 
lilacre@ntlworld.com or visit 
christianaid.org.uk/walks 

saTurday 18 May
Walk the Country
registration 8.30-10am
starts: bix Village hall,  
bix, rG9 6bs.
Walk 5, 10, or 15 miles in the 
oxfordshire countryside around 
bix. register in advance for 
a sponsor pack or donate a 
minimum of £10 on the day. Call 
John Russell on 0118 978 3232, 
email events@christian-aid.org 
or visit christianaid.org.uk/walks

AROUND THE SOUTH EAST
Regional news and events in Beds, Berks, Bucks, Herts and Oxon

on 20 oCTobeR, 38 brave 
and enthusiastic Christian 
aid supporters abseiled 
100ft down the side of the 
beautiful st John the baptist 
Windsor Parish Church, 
raising about £7,500 for 
Christian aid’s work.  

one of the 38 was olympic 
rowing medalist richard 
Chambers. richard won 
silver last summer as part of 
the men’s lightweight four, 
but this was his first ever 
abseil. he said: ‘The hardest 
part was putting your trust 
in someone else, but i would 
recommend others to take 
part in a challenge event for 
Christian aid. you can get an 
adrenalin buzz, raise money 
for a good cause and do 
something fun!’ 
• Stop press! Next abseil is in 
Oxford on 9 March.

gOiNg OvER 
THE EDgE TO 
END pOvERTy

WALKing in 
SOLIDARITY

DOUG BRADShAw, a 
member of the abingdon 
Christian aid committee, 
joined the abingdon to 
oxford March for Justice 
walk in solidarity with the 
landless poor in india.

he said: ‘Tens of 
thousands walked, some 
barefoot, for hundreds of 
miles, to demand respect 
for rights to their land. To 
do so, they had to save 
a little every week for a 
whole year. i just had to 
put on my walking boots 
and walk out of the door. 
how could i not march to 
express solidarity?’ 
• See also page 18

Abbey 
TRANSfORMeD 
foR LoCK-in

duRing The nighT of 
26 october, around 260 
young people from the 
diocese of st albans met 
at st albans abbey for an 
all-night ‘lock-in’ event, 
to hear about the bishop 
of st albans’ harvest 
appeal and discover how 
they can be involved with 
Christian aid’s work. 

The abbey’s interior 
was transformed to create 
inflatable bungee runs, a 
cinema, bowling alleys, a 
pamper area, and an arts 
and crafts zone. The event 
also included worship 
sessions, a communion 
service and a Guinness 
World record attempt!

The bishop’s harvest 
appeal is supporting 
projects led by Christian 
aid partners in the 
dominican republic that 
are helping people to 
adapt to the effects of a 
changing climate. 

Purelight Photography

Olympic silver 
medalist Richard 

Chambers abseils 
down Windsor 
Parish Church
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Doug Bradshaw 
on the Oxfordshire 

March for Justice
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AROUND THE SOUTH AND WEST

Louise eLdridge from our internship 
scheme, is the current student and 
youth worker in the Bristol office. She 
has already been overseas visiting 
our partners in Zimbabwe – one of 
the focus countries in Christian Aid 
Week this year. Louise met with 
three different partners working on 
innovations in agriculture; farming 
techniques and sustainable livelihoods; 
and water and food security.

Meanwhile Anna Potts, regional 
coordinator for Wiltshire, recently 
visited Israel and the occupied 

Palestinian territory with a group of 
church leaders including the Bishop of 
Bath and Wells, Peter Price. They visited 
partners working on human and civil 
rights and peace building.

Both Louise and Anna have returned 
with inspiring stories of the wonderful 
work our partners are doing using 
funds raised by supporters across the 
country. If you have a youth group, 
why not invite Louise to come to speak. 
Anna would also be very happy to talk 
to churches and groups. Both can be 
contacted through the Bristol office. 

LET US TELL yOU 
THEiR STORiES

Across the south And West, 
fearless supporters have been taking 
on abseil challenges to raise much-
needed funds. On 5 November, 
more than 25 daredevils descended 
75ft from St Mary’s Church tower 
in Carisbrooke on the Isle of Wight. 
To add to the thrill, several took on 
the abseil in the dark, with fireworks 
going off in the background! To 
commemorate World AIDS Day 
on 1 December, and to help raise 
awareness of Christian Aid’s HIV 
projects, supporters in Plymouth 
gathered together on a rather chilly 
Saturday afternoon to abseil down 
Derriford Hospital, much to the 
interest of patients and visitors! 

More than £25,000 was raised from 
abseils in the South and West in 2012, 
but don’t worry if you missed out 
because we have several planned 
for 2013 too! For those in the West, 
why not join us for the International 
Women’s Day Abseil in Bristol on  
8 March? Also in March, if you fancy 
some coastal views, we’ll be abseiling 
down Emmanuel Church in Weston-
super-Mare. For our Cornwall-based 
supporters, why not do something 
different in Christian Aid Week and get 
involved with the St Ives Sponsored 
Abseil? Further information about all 
South and West abseils can be found 
at christianaid.org.uk/abseil or call 
Helen Burgess on 01395 222308.

inspirAtion for 
the big Week
prepArAtions for christiAn Aid 
Week are now well under way and 
we have arranged some inspirational 
meetings to help resource you for 
all the great work you and your 
church will be doing in support of 
our partners in some of the world’s 
poorest communities.

If you are in our West region we 
would love to see you at our popular 
annual supporters’ event in Bath, on 
26 March. Director of Christian Aid 
Loretta Minghella will be our keynote 
speaker and Al Roxburgh, Christian 
Aid churches campaign manager, 
will be briefing us about the new 
ENOugH FOOD FOR EVERyONE IF 
campaign with fellow development 
agencies (see page 12). Add to that 
worship, workshops and lots of 
ideas to help with your Christian 
Aid Week fundraising and it really is 
unmissable!

Meanwhile, our South West team 
will be touring with their Better 
Together roadshow. Christian Aid’s 
programme manager in Zimbabwe, 
Noah Kutukwa, will be the main 
speaker and there will be much more 
to inspire and inform you.
• You can find all the details, and how 
to book your places in the events 
section on this page and we look 
forward to meeting you soon.

PovertY 
over? see for 
Yourself
Christian aid’s ‘PovertY over’ 
touring exhibition has already 
visited Salisbury and Winchester 
cathedrals and will be coming to 
Bristol and gloucester cathedrals in 
March and April (see events listings). 
The exhibition gives supporters the 
opportunity to learn more about our 
work and deepen their understanding 
about the issues behind poverty and 
how we can overcome them.

The exhibition is educational 
and engaging and is ideal for school 
trips, individual supporters, parish 
outings and church members. 

Supporters hanging by a thread!
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Louise gets a hug  
in Zimbabwe
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AROUND WALES

Jeff Williams, head of 
Christian Aid Wales for the 
past 22 years, retires at the 
end of February. Here, he 
reflects on his time with 
Christian Aid 

I joIned ChrIstIan aId in the 
summer of 1986 as the area coordinator 
for mid- and east Wales, following a 
period as a church minister. I’d always 
involved my churches with the work of 
Christian Aid, and I was a local 
organiser and also served on the 
national committee for Wales. I suppose 
that the work of Christian Aid was 
central to my understanding of the 
gospel. I also felt anger about a lot of 
what is wrong with world, and working 
for Christian Aid offered a means of 
turning something that could have been 
destructive into positive action.

It’s been a privilege to travel with 
Christian Aid, and that is one of the 
things that inspired me and kept me 
going over the years. I remember on 
my first overseas visit to Honduras, in 
1988, I met Lionel, a young man who 

was a leader of a community Bible 
study group. At that time Honduras was 
going through a period of political 
turmoil with death squads, 
assassinations, disappearances and 
imprisonment, often with the backing of 
the government. The community groups 
were seen as subversive and a threat to 
the status quo. Their members were 
being persecuted and their leaders 
killed. I asked Lionel, ‘Why do you keep 
on doing what you are doing?’ He read 
me a passage from Isaiah 65 about a 
new heaven and earth, and said: ‘I keep 
on doing it because this is true.’ His 
words have remained with me, and like 
him I choose to be hopeful.

Something else that I’ve always felt is 
a sense of privilege. It’s a privilege to 
stand with the poor, as it is to serve 
others, and Christian Aid has allowed 
me to do that. But also, working with 
Christian Aid has been a lot of fun!

A highlight for me, certainly, was 
being involved in the planning of 
Gwledd i Fyw/Feast for Life, the 50th 
birthday celebrations of Christian Aid at 
the agricultural showground in 
Llanelwedd. Renewing our commitment 
to bring about God’s new earth with so 
many supporters, local organisers, 
partners and church leaders from Wales 
and beyond, was a joyful and 
memorable occasion.’

I suppose if there is one thing that I’m 
proud of it’s the fact that people in 
Wales are still believing, sharing the 
vision and working to end poverty. I 
have always believed in speaking the 
truth to power, and Christian Aid has 
given me the opportunity to do that. 

At the heart of Christian Aid is a 
vision of a new earth, where all live life 
to the full. Whatever we do as staff and 
supporters builds a world where that 
vision may become a reality.

‘It’S bEEN A 
pRIvILEgE tO 
StAND WIth 
thE pOOR’

the tax bus Called twICe in Wales 
during its recent tour of Britain and 
Ireland. First stop, at the end of 
August, was Cardiff, with an official 
breakfast welcome with David 
Melding, the deputy presiding office of 
the Welsh Assembly and other AMs. 
The bus parked in the city centre for 
the day, where it made quite an 
impact on bus enthusiasts, as well as 
numerous local supporters! 

Jenny Willott, the MP for Cardiff 
Central, was on board to discuss the 
issues with her constituents, and Alvin 
Mosioma, director of Tax Justice 
Network Africa, and Niall Cooper, head 
of Church Action on Poverty, were on 
hand to offer their expert advice. Four 
members of Christian Aid Collective 
invited passing shoppers to search for 
chocolate money hidden in sand 
buckets to highlight the money that is 
hidden in tax havens around the world. 

The bus travelled on to west Wales, 
with visits by supporters and local 
AMs at Carmarthen, Swansea and 
Neath. Jonathan Edwards, MP for 
Carmarthen East and Dinefwr, stepped 
on the bus, as did David Davies, MP 

WALES tIckED fOR tAx jUStIcE

Christian Aid partner, Ricardo Barrientos, with 
Christian Aid staff member, Luke Harman and 
Janice Jones, Chaplain of Glyndwr University, 
sharing an umbrella in Wrexham
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Christian aid on  
the road 
Christian Aid is bringing its 
new roadshow to Lincolnshire 
throughout February and March. 
Various events will be held 
across the county, including 
a brand new multimedia 
presentation comprising live 
music, videos, discussions and 
amazing stories of community 
transformation. As well as 
the Lincolnshire Tour, the East 
Midlands team will be hosting 
a number of pre-Christian Aid 
Week events. These include:
Saturday 16 March
9.30-11.30am, Bath Road Centre, 
Bath Road, Buxton SK17 6HJ. 
Thursday 21 March 
Time tbc (evening), St Peters 
Church Centre, Church Side, 
Mansfield NG18 1AP.

Events will also take place in 
Beeston and Chesterfield. 
• For more details of these or any 
of the pre-Christian Aid Week 
events, including the Christian 
Aid roadshow – or if you would 
like to host one of these events 
in your area – please contact the 
Loughborough office on 01509 
265013 or email eastmidlands@
christian-aid.org 

GettinG set for 
Christian aid Week 
The West Midlands region is 
holding several pre-Christian Aid 
Week events which will take the 
following format:

• An afternoon drop-in session 
for cake, coffee and chat. 
• An evening event featuring 
‘Once and For All’ a multi-
media presentation with music, 
stories from around the world, 
interaction and reflection.
Tuesday 12 February 
Methodist Church, Leominster, 
Herefordshire
Friday 15 February 
Dawley Baptist Church, Telford, 
Shropshire.
Wednesday 6 March 
Emmanuel Church, Redditch, 
Worcestershire.
Thursday 14 March 
St John’s Church of England, 
Kenilworth, Warwickshire.
Saturday 16 March 
Christ Church, Stone, 
Staffordshire.
Afternoon drop-in session at The 
Crown pub.
Wednesday 20 March
Central Methodist Church, 
Dudley, West Midlands.
Wednesday 17 April 
Stoke Minister, Staffordshire.
• For further details and times, 
please contact the Birmingham 
office on 0121 200 2283 or email 
birmingham@christian-aid.org

other events

West Midlands
TuESDAy 5 FEBRuARy –  
THuRSDAy 28 FEBRuARy 
Poverty over exhibition
Coventry Cathedral, Coventry. 
All welcome.

SATuRDAy 2 MARCH 
Walk of Witness against hunger.
Join with church leaders and 
supporters of CAFOD and 
Tearfund in a prayer Walk 
of Witness through central 
Birmingham. Time and venue 
still to be finalised. See story in  
panel, left. 
For more details, contact John 
Cooper on 0121 200 2283, or 
email jcooper@christian-aid.org 

SATuRDAy 23 MARCH 
north staffordshire Walk
10am, Tittesworth Reservoir, near 
Leek.
Now in its 23rd year. There are 
two walks: a two-mile walk on 
a good surface and a five-mile 
hike that can get a a bit muddy. 
This event regularly attracts 500 
people and raises more than 
£50,000. 
For further details, please 
contact John Bamford on 01782 
516137.

east Midlands
SuNDAy 5 MAy
derby Cathedral Commissioning 
service
6pm, Derby Cathedral, 18-19 Iron 
Gate, Derby DE1 3GP. 
Service and commissioning 
of collectors in Derby and 
Derbyshire.  
All are welcome; please just let 
the Loughborough Christian Aid 
office or the Cathedral office 
know if you are coming along.

keeP uP to date With What’s haPPeninG aCross your area: loG onto your loCal Website at
christianaid.org.uk/eastengland • christianaid.org.uk/eastmidlands • christianaid.org.uk/westmidlands

fallinG With 
style

Two self-confessed 
Derbyshire adrenalin 
junkies flew through the 
air with the greatest of 
ease to raise £625 on 
a sponsored skydive 
for Christian Aid, last 
September.

Budding rock star Rob 
Tallant, from Ashbourne, 
and his student girlfriend 
Beth Adams from 
Allestree, took part in the 
jump at the Langar Airfield 
Nottingham.

Karen Tallant, event 
organiser and Rob’s 
mother, said: ‘On leaving 
the plane, at 13,000 feet, 
Rob and Beth fell at 
130mph for 45 seconds 
before their buddy opened 
the parachute.’ 

Rob declared the 
45-second freefall ‘the 
longest ever time’, but on 
landing immediately said 
he wanted to do it again! 

briGG quiz 
sCore toPs £600
The Brigg and District 
Christian Aid group held 
its popular quiz night in 
October and raised £655. 
Group secretary Caroline 
Ballard said: ‘The amount 
raised exceeded our 
expectation and a good 
night was enjoyed by all.’

brinG a touCh of ziMbabWe to your 
church by inviting Douglas Owen, intern 
for the West Midlands office, or Alice Cane, 
intern for East Midlands, to visit. They joined 
other interns from around the country to see 
for themselves the impact three Christian Aid 
projects have had on some of the poorest 
communities in Zimbabwe: ‘Steve Hussey 
(director of Christian Aid partner Dabane 
Trust) explained how the country has gone 
from being extremely profitable to having 
extreme poverty,’ said Douglas. 

Meanwhile, East of England intern, Oliver 
Fricker, is also available to talk to youth and 
student groups, as well as primary schools and 
Christian Aid committees, and at local events. 
• To invite Douglas to speak at your church  
or event, contact the West Midlands office 
on 0121 200 2283.
• To invite Alice, please contact the East 

Midlands office on 01509 265013 or email 
acane@christian-aid.org
• To invite Oliver to your event, contact the 
east of england office on 01733 345755, or 
email ofricker@christian-aid.org

Interns at work

xx
xx

xx
x

Beth and Rob practise their 
technique before the jump 

Douglas in Zimbabwe

christianaid.org.uk/if
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THURSDAY 31 JANUARY
Annual supporters’ evening
2-4.30pm or 6-8.30pm, Inter-
Church House, 35-41 Lower 
Marsh, London SE1 7RL.
A great opportunity to find out 
more about 2013’s Christian Aid 
Week materials and to meet 
other volunteers from churches 
across the boroughs.  
We are planning to run the 
session twice, once in the 
afternoon and once in the 
evening. Please bring along as 
many others involved with 
Christian Aid Week in your area 
as you can. To book please email 
london@christian-aid.org or call 
020 7523 2321.

THURSDAY 28 FEBRUARY 
‘More than just a sermon’ 
6pm, Wesley’s Chapel, City Road, 
London EC1. 
Traidcraft has invited three 
prominent church leaders to set 
out their views on justice in the 
world economy. This first 
sermon is by British 
Methodism’s foremost preacher, 
the Reverend the Lord Leslie 
Griffiths. All are most welcome. 

WEDNESDAY 13 MARCH 
Panel discussion exploring the 
barriers to food security 
6.30-8pm, St James’s Church, 
197 Piccadilly London W1J 9LL.
What can businesses, 
governments, NGOs and 
individuals do to help halve the 
proportion of people suffering 
from extreme hunger by 2015? 
With speakers from Christian 
Aid, Twin Trading, other NGOs 
and the spheres of business and 
politics, this wide-ranging 
discussion is chaired by Canon 
Lucy Winkett.   
To book, please contact  
0207 523 2159 or email london@
christian-aid.org

THURSDAY 14 MARCH 
Pinner Quiz
Time tbc, Cannon Lane 
Methodist Church, Cannon Lane, 
Pinner HA5 1JD.
Come along to test your 
knowledge and hear how your 
support is helping some of the 
world’s poorest to lift themselves 
out of poverty. 
For more information, contact 
020 7523 2321.

SUNDAY 12 MAY –  
SATURDAY 18 MAY
Christian Aid Week 2013 
See page 20

SUNDAY 19 MAY 
Circle the City Sponsored Walk
From 12.45pm, Registration 
points: St Mary-le-Bow, EC2, or 
All Hallows by the Tower, EC3.
Join hundreds of walkers for this 
family-friendly sponsored walk 
around the historic churches of 
the City of London. Learn more 
about Christian Aid’s work while 
enjoying guided tours, music, 
exhibitions and children’s 
activities. Registration is from 
12.45pm, pre-walk services will 
be held at both churches at 1pm 
and the walk starts at 1.15pm. 
To register, go to  
christianaid.org.uk/walks 
For more information or to order 
posters and flyers for your 
church, please contact Hannah 
Glasgow on 020 7523 2077, or 
email hglasgow@christian-aid.
org or call 020 7523 2077.

KeeP uP to dAte With WhAt’S hAPPening ACroSS your AreA: log onto your loCAl WebSite At
christianaid.org.uk/london

Baah! If you must
a reflection from mark sturge

My fAMily And i reCently took two French exchange 
students to dinner. Looking through the menu, we were 
struggling to explain to them what lamb was. Then the waiter 
translated for us. ‘Baah! Baah, baah!’ he said. ‘Yes! Yes! Yes!’ 
came the students’ response. 

The reality of international development can often seem 
foreign and sometimes difficult to understand. Yet, Christian 
Aid has set itself the challenging task of communicating 
its aspiration to end poverty and injustice to the range of 
London’s churches; to provoke and encourage Christians 
to rise to the challenge of giving, acting and praying, to 
transform the world and the plight of so many.

In Luke 4:18-19 we are presented with the mandate of 
Christ: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me 
to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to 
the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favour.’

If, together, we are to take on this mandate of Christ – 
challenging though it may be – there are some pertinent 
questions to consider: ‘How would our churches be 
perceived?’ ‘What would our communities be like?’

We will be making resources available to help you to 
explain to others the challenging circumstances faced by the 
world’s poor. And as you do so, ‘Baah’ if you must, for surely 
the response must be ‘Yes! Yes! Yes!’

there And 
bACK AgAin: An 
intern’S tAle

lASt SePteMber the new 
intake of Christian Aid interns 
travelled to Zimbabwe to 
see first-hand the impact of 
Christian Aid’s work. During 
their two-week trip, the 
group visited three partner 
organisations and numerous 
communities that have 
benefitted from their work. 

These communities were 
typically based in rural 
locations, often hours away 
from cities and main transport 
routes. The focus for the work 
was mainly water and food 
provision, for those in greatest 
need, but as the interns learnt, 
the benefits are wider. 

Recalling her experience, our 
London intern, Lisa Douglas, 
says: ‘It was really inspiring 
to see how the passion and 
dedication of our partners 
transforms lives. Mothers 
are now able to send their 
children to school and provide 
their families with food and 
healthcare because of our 
partners’ work.

‘On the surface it seems 
like it is all practicalities, but 
it’s also about empowerment 
and building relationships. The 
work runs much deeper than 
you’d imagine. 

‘Now we want to tell the 
stories of the people we met,’ 
adds Lisa. ‘They are often 
facing some extremely difficult 
circumstances and they are to 
be admired.’ 
• Lisa will be working with 
the london team until June, 
engaging with youth groups 
and students across the 
boroughs. if you’d like her to 
come and speak about her 
experiences in Zimbabwe, run 
a workshop or Bible study 
on social justice issues and 
Christian Aid’s work, then 
please contact her on  
020 7523 2271 or email  
ldouglas@christian-aid.org

tAx JuStiCe 
buS rollS 
into london
thAnK you to 
everyone who got on 
board the Tax Justice Bus 
as it toured London in the 
autumn. 

We were pleased to 
be joined by Savior 
Mwambwa, director of the 
Centre for Trade Policy and 
Development in Zambia, 
who emphasised the 
impact tax dodging has on 
the poorest in Zambia.

The London events 
took many forms, with 
highlights including a tax 
justice debate at Christ 
Church Spitalfields chaired 
by Canon Giles Fraser, 
a senior church leaders 
meeting at St Paul’s 
Cathedral, and a lobby of 
business secretary Vince 
Cable by more than 50 
supporters in Teddington.

christianaid.org.uk/if
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FRIDAY 1 FEBRUARY –
SATURDAY 2 FEBRUARY
Sponsored snooker marathon
8am–8pm, Snooker Room, 
Westborough Methodist Church, 
Westborough, Scarborough YO11 
1TS.
All welcome – young and old, 
male and female. To play for a 
two-hour slot, contact David 
Bridge on 01723 362091, or email 
davidgarnerbridge@googlemail.
com 

SATURDAY 2 FEBRUARY
Coffee morning
10am-12noon, Westborough 
Methodist Church, Westborough, 
Scarborough YO11 1TS. All 
welcome.

SATURDAY 2 FEBRUARY –  
FRIDAY 22 MARCH
Mission: made possible
Drop in to your local North West 
Pre-Christian Aid Week event, to 
inform, inspire and equip you 
and your church. This new format 
allows you to choose when you 
come.For a specific timetable of 
your local events contact the 
Warrington office on 01925 
573769 or email warrington@
christian-aid.org
Saturday 2 February –  
10am-4pm, Friezland Church, 
Saddleworth, Oldham OL3 6HQ.
Friday 15 February – 2-8pm,  
St Thomas All Saints, Ellesmere 
Port CH65 6UW.
Saturday 16 February –  
10am-4pm, Liverpool Cathedral, 
Liverpool L1 7AZ.
Monday 18 February – 2-8pm, 
New Life Church, Danesford 
Community Centre, Congleton 
CW12 4EU.
Wednesday 20 February – 2-8pm, 
Timperley Methodist Church, 
Stockport Road WA15 7UG.
Saturday 23 February –  
10am-4pm, Fulwood Methodist 
Centre, Preston PR2 8EA.
Monday 25 February – 2-8pm,  
St Johns Church, Station Road, 
Lostock Gralam CW9 7PN.
Saturday 2 March – 10am-4pm, 
St Marks Church, West End Road, 
Haydock WA11 0AX.
Monday 4 March – 2-8pm,  
Bolton Road Methodist Church, 
Bury BL8 2EH. 
Monday 11 March – 2-8pm, Sion 
Baptist Church, Church Street, 
Burnley BB11 2DW.
Thursday 14 March – 2-8pm, 
Penketh Methodist Church, 
Chapel Road, Warrington  
WA5 2NB.
Friday 15 March – 10am-4pm, 
Cockermouth Methodist Church, 
Lorton Street CA13 9RH.

Saturday 16 March – 10am-4pm, 
Sandylands Methodist Church, 
Kendal LA8 6EU.
Tuesday 19 March – 2-8pm,  
Lord St West United Church, 
Southport PR8 2BH.
Friday 22 March – 2-8pm, 
Kearsley Mount Methodist 
Church, Manchester Road  
BL4 8QL.

SUNDAY 24 FEBRUARY
Bread and Nails
New Church and Spring Vale 
Methodist Church, Darwen.
A service challenging people to 
engage with poverty and justice.
For more details or to invite 
North West staff to hold a Bread 
and Nails service at your 
church, contact the Warrington 
office, as above.

MARCH
Super Soup Lunch
Host a Super Soup Lunch and 
help some of the world’s poorest 
communities out of poverty.
Visit christianaid.org.uk/super-
soup-lunch for more information.

WEDNESDAY 13 MARCH
Scarborough South Cliff 
Churches’ Christian Aid Coffee 
Morning
10.30am-12noon, The 
Ambassador Hotel, The 
Esplanade, Scarborough  
YO11 2AY.
Meet all your friends, plus the 
mayor and mayoress. Stalls, 
raffle and tombola. All welcome.
For further information, contact 
Jean Glover on 01723 863116. 

SUNDAY 31 MARCH
48th Halifax Long March
10pm-9am
A marathon-length sponsored 
night-hike in Calderdale.
For more information and to 
register, contact the Yorkshire 
office on leeds@christian-aid.org 

MARCH-APRIL
Hungry for Justice
In the run-up to Christian Aid 
Week 2013, Christian Aid in 
Yorkshire will be staging various 
interactive events to inspire 
action to end poverty and 
injustice. We will share partner 
stories and introduce the 
resources for Christian Aid week.
If you would like details of 
events already planned or would 
be interested in hosting a 
Hungry for Justice event in your 
area, contact the Leeds office on 
0113 244 4764 or email leeds@
christian-aid.org 

WEDNESDAY 10 APRIL
Once and For All
Trinity Methodist URC, Widnes.
A multimedia presentation that 
reminds us of God’s call to ‘love 
justice’, highlighting Christian 
Aid’s transforming work.
For more information, contact 
the Warrington office as before. 

FRIDAY 12 APRIL
York Christian Aid AGM – with 
distribution of Christian Aid 
Week materials
7.30pm, Southlands Methodist 
Church, Bishopthorpe Road, York 
YO23 1NX.
Come and hear about the work 
of some of Christian Aid’s 
partners in Zimbabwe.

TUESDAY 23 APRIL
Inaugural Newcastle Jubilee 
Development Lecture
5.30pm, Curtis Auditorium at 
Newcastle University.
By Baroness Glenys Kinnock of 
Holyhead organised by the North 
East Call to Action on Poverty 
(NE-CAP).
For information, contact David 
Golding on 0191 222 5282, or 
email david.golding@ncl.ac.uk

WEDNESDAY 24 APRIL
Speaker Training for Christian Aid 
Week
1-4pm, Brunswick Methodist 
Church, Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE1 7BJ.
Prepare to inspire others to 
support Christian Aid Week with 
sessions on presentation styles, 
Bible readings and our partners 
in Zimbabwe. For information 
and to register, contact Sarah 
Moon on 0191 464 4782 or email  
smoon@christian-aid.org 

SUNDAY 5 MAY
Walk the Waterfront
Otterspool car park to Pier Head.
The popular five-mile walk along 
Liverpool’s scenic waterfront will 
start with a short prayer and 
finish with a picnic in the 
gardens of Our Lady and St 
Nicholas Church behind the Liver 
Building.
For more information, contact 
Eirlys on 01925 573769, or email 
ejessop@christian-aid.org 

MONDAY 6 MAY
Sheffield May Day Trek
9.30am, Bolsterstone Village Hall, 
Bolsterstone, Sheffield S36 3ZH.
A 5-, 10- or 15-mile sponsored 
walk on the edge of the Peak 
District.
For details and to register visit 
sheffieldmaydaytrek.org.uk or 

contact the Yorkshire office, at 
leeds@christian-aid.org 

FRIDAY 10 MAY – FRIDAY 14 
JUNE
Poverty Over Exhibition
Come and see a spectacular 
piece of art, along with a 
photographic exhibition of 
Christian Aid’s work.

Friday 10 May – Monday 27 May 
– Chester Cathedral.
Wednesday 29 May – Friday 14 
June – Liverpool Cathedral.

SATURDAY 11 MAY
Humber Bridge Cross Sponsored 
Walk
2pm, Hessle Country Park, The 
North Bank, Hessle HU13 0LN.
For more information contact 
gilldalby@gilldalby.karoo.co.uk 

SATURDAY 11 MAY
Ryedale Christian Aid Concert
7.30pm, Salvation Army Hall, 
Norton (Malton)
Tickets £5, children free.
For more details contact Eddie 
James, eddieandwendyjames@
phonecoop.coop 

SUNDAY 12 MAY – SATURDAY 
18 MAY
Christian Aid Week
We can provide preachers or 
speakers for your congregation 
or group in the run up to 
Christian Aid Week. Please 
contact your regional office.

SUNDAY 12 MAY
Sponsored walk
1.45pm, Starting from St 
Michael’s Church, Filey Road, 
Scarborough.
A four-mile stroll, taking in 
fantastic views of the south bay, 
castle and harbour to reach St 
Mary’s Parish Hall for 
refreshments, returning via the 
foreshore. To walk, just turn up!
For more details, contact David 
Bridge at davidgarnerbridge@
googlemail.com

TUESDAY 14 MAY –  
SATURDAY 18 MAY
Cake stall
10am-4pm each day. Boyes 
Store, Queen Street, 
Scarborough YO11 1HQ.
Freshly baked cakes, every day. 
Contact Margaret Welsh on 
01723 584505.

SUNDAY 26 MAY 
Great Manchester Run
Sign up for the nation’s favourite 
10k running event.
Visit christianaid.org.uk/running 

KEEP uP TO DATE WITH WHAT’S HAPPENING ACROSS YOuR REGION: LOG ON TO YOuR LOCAL WEBSITE AT
christianaid.org.uk/northeast • christianaid.org.uk/northwest • christianaid.org.uk/yorkshire
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Keep up to date with what’s happening across your area: log on to the christian aid 
scotland website at christianaid.org.uk/scotland

THURSDAY 24 JANUARY, 
THURSDAY 31 JANUARY
supporters’ afternoons
We will be in Arbroath on the 
24th, then Dunkeld on the 31st 
with the World Mission Council. 
An informal opportunity for 
anyone who is interested in 
meeting the team. 

THURSDAY 24 JANUARY, 
THURSDAY 31 JANUARY
‘together’ events on israel 
and the occupied palestinian 
territory
An evening with the World 
Mission Council to find out 
more about the work of our 
partners and to hear from 
Keryn Banks who has just 
returned from three months as 
an Ecumenical Accompanier in 
Jerusalem. 
Thursday 24 January
7-9pm, Queens Cross Church, 
Albyn Place, Aberdeen AB10 
1YN. 
Thursday 31 January
7-9pm, Congregational Church, 
Kinnoull Street, Perth PH1 5EZ.

MONDAY 28 JANUARY – 
SATURDAY 23 FEBRUARY
photography exhibition in 
Filmhouse café, edinburgh
Building a Legacy of Hope 
comprises photographs and 
artwork by children of the Gaza 
Strip highlighting the issue of 
child labour and showcasing 
the work of Christian Aid 
partner the Culture and Free 
Thought Association.

SATURDAY 2 MARCH 
sponsored abseil
Glasgow Climbing Centre.
Be brave for Christian Aid!  
To register, contact Amy 
Menzies on 0141 241 6138.

SATURDAY 23 MARCH
pre-christian aid week 
conference
10am-3pm, Woodside Parish 
Church, Church Street, 
Woodside, Aberdeen AB24 4DQ.

• For more information on any 
of the above events, please 
contact us on 0141 221 7475.

EVENTS IN SCOTLAND Malawi farMers 
look to us for 
trade support

John Riches from Just Trading Scotland 
went with Christian Aid to Malawi where 
he met rice farmers in the Karonga area to 
discuss trade plans that will breathe fresh 
life into their communities

it was great to be bacK in Malawi again. 
I travelled with MacDuff Phiri, the country manager for 

Christian Aid, and agricultural development officer, Boniface 
Thawapo, to meet the farmers of Kaporo Smallholder Farmers 
Association (KASFA). Their chairperson, Howard Msukwa, 
visited Scotland last May and we have been working on 
exciting plans for increasing the yields and quality of their 
wonderful kilombero rice. 

It was impressive to see the farmers’ determination and 
discipline. The association covers a large area, more than 
45 miles across, with more than 3,000 members. More than 
50 farmers representing clubs and marketing centres had 
travelled to our meeting by bike.

The farmers have very clear ideas about how they could 
develop their farms, and there are rising expectations of what 
Trading Scotland can do for them. If the farmers can get the 
right seed, and adopt new methods of planting, they can 
increase yields at least two-fold. This could enable them to 
send their children to secondary school and help them to deal 
better with the effects of AIDS. But for that to work they need 
the assurance of markets at a fair price. Some 80 per cent of 
current Malawi rice exports are smuggled across the border 
into Tanzania by ‘vendors’ who work with dodgy scales and 
false promises. We need to open up markets in Scotland, the 
rest of Britain, and indeed the rest of Europe. 

Howard’s visit this year persuaded him that in churches, 
schools and Fairtrade groups across Scotland there is 
commitment and determination to support them. We now hope 
that we can translate that determination into impressive sales. 
And this can breathe new confidence into their communities. 
Visit Just trading scotland at justtradingscotland.co.uk or 
phone 0141 887 2882.

we Marched 
for justice

we were really 
pleased to have 
a great turnout 
for our March for 
Justice event in 
Inverness, which 
took participants on 
a tour of the city’s 
churches, walking in 
solidarity with our 
land rights partner 

in India. And following the success of the march in India, 
we were delighted to have Ramesh Sharma from Christian 
Aid’s partner Ekta Parishad come to Inverness to meet 
with supporters who had been involved in the march.

chairman’s surprise
at a special meeting of the Glenrothes and 
District Christian Aid Committee, there was 
a surprise for the retiring chairman, Graham 
Hayward. Graham had served as chairman for 
38 years and was presented with a gift from 
his colleagues on the committee. The Christian 

Aid Scotland team would also like to say a huge thank you 
for his commitment over the years! 
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Marchers for Justice  
in Inverness

MacDuff Phiri lends a hand 
in preparing a meal
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EVENTS
For more information about 
any of the below events, 
please contact the South 
East office on 020 7523 2105, 
email lse@christian-aid.org or 
visit our regional web pages: 
christianaid.org.uk/southeast 

THURSDAY 31 JANUARY 
Annual supporters’ evening
2-4.30pm or 6-8.30pm, Inter-
Church House, 35-41 Lower 
Marsh, London SE1 7RL.
A great opportunity to find out 
more about 2013’s Christian 
Aid Week materials, to meet 
other volunteers and to hear 
about a very important year for 
campaigning. As last year, we 
are running the session twice, 
once in the afternoon and once 
in the evening. Please bring 
as many others involved with 
Christian Aid Week in your area 
as you can. 

MARCH AND APRIL
18 exciting spring events
This spring there are more 
than 18 exciting events taking 
place across Surrey, Sussex, 
Kent and Essex. These include 
a retreat day, cream teas 
at local community farms, 
fish and chip suppers, an 
afternoon at a museum, a quiz 
night and a conference day. 
We will be sharing inspiring 
stories from our partners in 
Zimbabwe, Kenya and Bolivia 
and discussing new ideas for 
fundraising, prayer and action 
in Christian Aid Week. We are 
delighted that Thelma Ntini from 
Christian Aid partner Dabane 
Trust, Zimbabwe, will be joining 
us for some of the events. 
Locations include Esher, 
Haslemere, Reigate, Camberley, 
Worthing, Bexhill-on-Sea, 
Lewes, Crawley, Canterbury, 
Sevenoaks, Tonbridge, Southend, 
Colchester and Chelmsford. We 
would love to see you at one of 
the events. All are welcome so 

please bring your friends and 
family. For details of where to 
find your nearest event, visit 
christianaid.org.uk/southeast or 
phone 020 7523 2105. 

SATURDAY 20 APRIL
Ingatestone Abseil
10am-4pm, St Edmund and 
St Mary Church, High Street, 
Ingatestone, Essex CM4 9DN.
Abseil down the tower of St 
Edmund and St Mary, described 
by Simon Jenkins in England’s 
Thousand Best Churches 
as ‘a magnificent unified 
perpendicular composition 
of red brick with black Tudor 
diapering’. From the top, 
enjoy stunning views over 
Ingatestone. Abseils will be 
running all day, and time slots 
will be given to all participants 
once registered. Cost: Register 
for £15 and raise a minimum 
sponsorship of £60.
Minimum age: 11 years old.
For more details and to register, 
contact: 020 7523 2077, email 
hglasgow@christian-aid.org or 
visit christianaid.org.uk/abseil 

SUNDAY 19 MAY
Circle the City Sponsored Walk 
12.45pm, St Mary-Le-Bow, EC2 
or All Hallows by the Tower, EC3.
Join hundreds of walkers for 
this family-friendly sponsored 
walk around the historic 
churches of the City of London. 
Learn more about Christian 
Aid’s work while enjoying 
guided tours, music, exhibitions 
and children’s activities. 
Registration is from 12.45pm, 
pre-walk services will be held at 
both churches at 1pm and the 
walk starts at 1.15pm. 
For more information, or to 
order posters and flyers for your 
church, please contact Hannah 
Glasgow by email hglasgow@
christian-aid.org or call 020 
7523 2077. To register, go to 
christianaid.org.uk/walks

KEEp up to dAtE WIth WhAt’S hAppEnIng ACroSS your rEgIon: log on to your loCAl WEbSItE At
christianaid.org.uk/oxford • christianaid.org.uk/southeast 

Regional news and events in Essex, Surrey, Sussex and Kent

Calling all local preachers
ArE you pASSIonAtE about Christian Aid’s work? Do you 
enjoy helping people make connections between faith 
and justice? Are you a confident speaker, able to reflect 
theologically and inspire others?

The stories from our partners around the world speak 
of hope, courage and commitment in the face of extreme 
poverty. You could help bring these stories to life and 
encourage supporters across the South East to put their faith 
into action to tackle poverty. 

Through talks and sermons, our volunteer speakers help 
congregations and groups across the region engage more 
deeply with Christian Aid’s work through prayer and worship, 
fundraising and campaigning. 

If you already speak regularly in church – as a local 
preacher or lay reader – we would love to hear from you. As 
a volunteer speaker, you bring your experience and interests 
and we provide you with the support to speak confidently 
about Christian Aid’s work. This includes induction, regular 
training and resources. If you are interested, please contact 
us on 020 7523 2105 or email lse@christian-aid.org 

ChrIStIAn AId WEEK 2013 will soon be upon us! During 
the week, thousands of volunteers across the South East 
will collect door-to-door, shake buckets, bake cakes, walk for 
miles and organise church services and events. Thank you for 
the part you play in making this week such a success. 

This spring the South East team can offer you a wide 
range of support to inspire and encourage your church and 
community to join us in this fantastic week of fundraising, 
prayer and action. 

Our staff and volunteers would love to visit your town 
or village. We can help you in planning fundraising events, 
speak at your church services and Lent groups, lead Bible 
studies, and deliver interactive youth group sessions. We can 
tell inspiring stories of hope from our partners and inform 
audiences on a range of issues including poverty, justice, 
hunger and campaigning. 
• To arrange a visit, call us on 020 7523 2105, or email us at 
lse@christian-aid.org
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SATURDAY 2 FEBRUARY
Truro Reflective Day
11am-4pm, Epiphany House, 
Truro.
A time of worship, with space 
to recharge and refocus as we 
play our part in bringing justice 
to our world. The day will include 
led reflections, discussion and 
refreshments. 
Contact the Exmouth office 
on 01395 222304 or email 
southwest@christian-aid.org

WEDNESDAY 6 FEBRUARY
Torquay Worship and Workshop
7.30-9pm, Central Church, Tor Hill 
Road, Torquay.
An engaging time of worship 
and practical discussion on 
fundraising, campaigning and 
inspiring others to get involved. 
Contact the Exmouth office 
on 01395 222304, or email 
exmouth@christian-aid.org

THURSDAY 7 FEBRUARY 
International development – a 
taxing business?
6pm, Bristol Cathedral, College 
Green, Bristol.
Bristol Cathedral joins with 
Christian Aid for its annual 
lecture on public theology. 
Keynote speaker: Bishop of 
Derby, Alastair Redfern, followed 
by forum and questions 
with representatives from 
international development 

policy, academia and business.
Contact Lydia Nash on 01454  
415923, or email lnash@
christian-aid.org.

SATURDAY 9 FEBRUARY
Plymouth Reflective Day 
11am-1pm, venue tbc.
A time of worship with space to 
recharge and refocus as we play 
our part in bringing justice to 
our world. The day will include 
led reflections, discussion and 
refreshments. 
Contact the Exmouth office 
on 01395 222304, or email 
southwest@christian-aid.org

FRIDAY 1 MARCH –  
THURSDAY 21 MARCH 
Poverty Over Exhibition
Bristol Cathedral, College Green, 
Bristol.
Call in to see Christian Aid’s 
travelling cathedral exhibition. 
See story opposite.
Contact the Bristol office on 
01454 415923, or email  
west@christian-aid.org

MONDAY 4 MARCH –  
FRIDAY 15 MARCH 
Better Together
The South West team will again 
be touring the region in the run 
up to Christian Aid Week with 
an inspiring and informative 
roadshow featuring Christian 
Aid’s programme manager from 

Zimbabwe, Noah Kutukwa.  
Contact the Southampton office 
on 023 8070 6969 or email 
southwest@christian-aid.org

FRIDAY 8 MARCH
International Women’s Day 
Abseil
Bristol – venue and time to 
be confirmed. Find out more 
about our sponsored abseils at 
christianaid.org.uk/events
Contact Helen Burgess on  
01395 222308 or email  
hburgess@christian-aid.org

SATURDAY 23 MARCH – 
SATURDAY 20 APRIL 
Poverty Over Exhibition
Gloucester Cathedral, College 
Green, Gloucester.
Call in to see Christian Aid’s 
travelling cathedral exhibition.
Contact the Bristol office on 
01454 415923, or email  
west@christian-aid.org

TUESDAY 26 MARCH
Bread of Life – Enough for All
10am-4pm and 7pm, Manvers 
Street Baptist Church, Bath.  
The popular, annual West region 
supporters’ event, with Loretta 
Minghella (director of Christian 
Aid) and Al Roxburgh (Christian 
Aid churches campaign 
manager), plus worship, 
workshops and much more. 
Contact the Bristol office on 

01454 415923, or email  
west@christian-aid.org

SATURDAY 20 APRIL
North Devon Reflective Day
11am-1pm, Christ Church, 
Barnstaple.
A time of worship, with space to 
recharge and refocus as we play 
our part in bringing justice to 
our world. The day will include 
led reflections, discussion and 
refreshments. 
Contact the Exmouth office 
on 01395 222304 or email 
southwest@christian-aid.org

SATURDAY 11 MAY
Spring Symphony Orchestra 
Concert
7.30pm, St Saviour’s Church, 
Wilverley Road, Brockenhurst.
Booking advised by calling  
01590 622133, or email  
lyn.brock@hotmail.co.uk

SATURDAY 11 MAY –  
SUNDAY 12 MAY
Christian Aid Week Sponsored 
Walks
Newton Abbot, Bournemouth 
and Poole, Bishops Waltham 
Deanery.
Find out more about our 
sponsored walks at christianaid.
org.uk/events
Contact Helen Burgess on  
01395 222308, or email 
hburgess@christian-aid.org

YOUR LOCAL OFFICE

BRISTOL OffICE
(Bristol, Gloucestershire, 
Somerset, Wiltshire)
57 High Street
Thornbury
Bristol
BS35 2AP
01454 415 923
west@christian-aid.org
facebook.com/
ChristianAidWest

ExmOuTh OffICE
(Cornwall, Devon)
35a The Parade
Exmouth
Devon
EX8 1RH
01395 222 304
southwest@christian-aid.org

SOuThAmPTON OffICE
(Channel Isles, Dorset, 
Hampshire, Isle of Wight)
Isaac Watts Church
Winchester Road
Southampton
SO16 6TS
023 8070 6969
southwest@christian-aid.org

KEEP uP TO DATE WITh WhAT’S hAPPENINg ACROSS yOuR AREA: LOg ON TO yOuR LOCAL WEBSITE AT
christianaid.org.uk/southwest • christianaid.org.uk/west

Marchers celebrate 
justice in india

SuPPORTERS ACROSS ThE SOuTh AND WEST 
who walked in solidarity with dalits and tribal 
people marching in India for land rights are 
now celebrating a just outcome since the Indian 
government agreed to the people’s demands 
(see page 18).

Marchers in Gloucestershire (left) were joined 
by the Bishop of Tewkesbury, John Went, as they 
walked along the Severn Way and the Gloucester 

and Sharpness Canal, from Frampton-on-Severn to Gloucester Cathedral. Bishop John also 
led a service at the start of the march when he was joined by Canon John James (Methodist 
Superintendent), Rev Eric Massey (URC Regional Minister) and Rev Alison Evans (West of 
England Baptist Association and Gloucestershire Churches Together). The marchers closed the 
day as guests of the Dean of Gloucester, Stephen Lake, with tea and cakes at the cathedral.

Meanwhile, marchers in Wimborne walked between the churches in the town displaying an 
impressive array of banners and posters that they had made. Thanks go to all the marchers, 
their sponsors and all who supported the marches. It was a privilege for us to stand alongside 
the inspirational commitment of the Indian marchers and to share in their celebrations. 
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FRIDAY 25 JANUARY 
Super Soup Lunch
12 noon-1.30pm, Eglwys y 
Berth, Penmaen-mawr 
All proceeds to Christian Aid.

SUL 27 IONAWR
Oedfa Cymorth Cristnogol
Capel Glanrhyd, Llanwnda, 
Caernarfon LL54 4UE am 10 y 
bore. Pregethir gan Anna Jane 
Evans, Cymorth Cristnogol.

WEDNESDAY 30 JANUARY
Cardiff Christian Aid Organisers 
and Supporters Meeting
7pm, City URC Church, Windsor 
Place, Cardiff.
Christian Aid Week 2013 
organiser’s kits will be available 
to pick-up and also samples of 
CAW 2013 resources to view.
Please contact Robin Samuel on 
029 2084 4646 for further details.

SATURDAY 2 FEBRUARY 
Official Launch of Christian Aid 
Collective in Wales
7pm St Paul’s Methodist Centre, 
Bath Street, Aberystwyth SY23 
2NN.
Food, videos, discussions 

and freebies! Open to anyone 
between 16 and 25.
Contact Aled Pickard on 029 
2084 4646 for further details.

SUL 10 CHWEFROR
Oedfa Cymorth Cristnogol
Capel Seion, Y Rowen, Conwy 
LL32 8YT am 10 y bore
Pregethir gan Anna Jane Evans, 
Cymorth Cristnogol.

MAWRTH 12 CHWEFROR
Noson Grempog
Capel y Fron, Dinbych LL16 3EE 
am 7 yr hwyr
Trefnir gan pwyllgor lleol 
Cymorth Cristnogol gyda’r elw i 
Cymorth Cristnogol.

FRIDAY 22 FEBRUARY
Super Soup Lunch
12 noon-1.30pm, Eglwys y 
Berth, Penmaen-mawr 
All proceeds to Christian Aid.

FRIDAY 22 MARCH
Super Soup Lunch
12 noon-1.30pm, Eglwys y 
Berth, Penmaen-mawr 
All proceeds to Christian Aid.

Keep up tO dAte With WhAt’S hAppeNiNG ACrOSS WALeS: LOG ON tO 
christianaid.org.uk/wales

EICH SWYDDFA 
LEOL – YOUR 
LOCAL OFFICE

BANGOr (gogledd 
Cymru/north Wales)
106 Stryd Fawr, 
Bangor, Gwynedd  
LL57 1NS, Tel/Ffôn: 
01248 353574
bangor@christian-
aid.org

CAerFYrddiN/
CArMArtheN 
(de orllewin a’r 
canolbarth/south 
west and mid Wales)
75 Heol Dwr, 
Caerfyrddin/
Carmarthen  
SA31 1PY, Tel/Ffôn: 
01267 237257
carmarthen@
christian-aid.org

CAerdYdd/
CArdiFF 
(Cenedlaethol/
National office)
5 Station Road, 
Radyr, Caerdydd/
Cardiff CF15 8AA  
Tel/Ffôn: 029 2084 
4646. cardiff@
christian-aid.org

EVENTS IN WALES

AS A FOuNder of the Fairtrade 
Foundation, Christian Aid has maintained 
strong links with the Fairtrade movement. 
For the past 10 years, Divine and Christian 
Aid have run a Fairtrade poetry 
competition for young people, and in 2012, 
for the first time, the competition included 
a category for Welsh-language poems. 

On the subject of ‘My Chocolate Shop’, 
the judges were most enthusiastic about 
the quality of entrants. ‘Some amazing 

poems,’ said poet and author Frank Cottrell Boyce, who judged the English entries. 
Welsh judge Eurig Salisbury (Welsh-language Children’s Poet Laureate), agreed: 
‘Some outstanding poems, full of imagination.’

In the Welsh-language competition, Alaw Edwards, a pupil of Ysgol Trefriw, in 
Trefriw, won the 7-11-year-old category for a poem about her magic chocolate 
shop. ‘It reminded me a little of the shop in the Harry Potter books,’ said Eurig. 

The winner of the 12-16 category was Gwynfor Dafydd from Ysgol Gyfun 
Llanhari, Pontyclun, who was praised by the judge for his ‘masterful grasp of the 
“cynghanedd” (a strict metrical consonance unique to Welsh)’. While visiting the 
supermarket to buy chocolate, Gwynfor reflects on the injustices of the world that 
produced the chocolate, challenging us to taste the pain and suffering behind it.  

You can read the poems and judges’ comments on the Christian Aid website,  
christianaid.org.uk/cymru/news

Coming soon: details of the 2013 competition at christianaid.org.uk/learn 
Wales ticked for tax justice

for Monmouth, who was on holiday in 
Swansea. Later that weekend the bus 
moved on to Newport, where the 
Bishop of Monmouth, Dominic Walker, 
came aboard. The day ended with a 
stop in Chepstow.

At the end of September the bus 
called at four of the north Wales 
constituencies. Despite dreadful 
weather many local supporters, 
campaigners and church leaders 
visited the bus and attended the public 
meetings. Ian Lucas, MP for Wrexham, 
was at  Yale College, Wrexham, to hear 
Guatemalan partner Ricardo 
Barrientos, speaking to two packed 
meetings. Conwy MP Guto Bebb met 
local campaigners, and Hywel 
Williams MP was one of 25 people 
squashed on the top deck of the bus 
on a wet and windy Wednesday 
morning near Bangor town clock! 
Anglesey MP Albert Owen also came 
along to Holyhead to give his backing, 
before the bus left Wales for the last 
time, on the ferry to Dublin. All MPs 
and AMs were very supportive of the 
campaign and have signed up to be 
updated on further developments.

chocolate is divine  
in any language!
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Young winners Alaw and Gwynfor

christianaid.org.uk/if
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EVENTS
We work with some of the 
world’s poorest communities. 
They face huge challenges 
every day, so why don’t you 
challenge yourself? Have fun 
while fi ghting poverty: join 
one of our events or do your 
own fundraising

26 Christian Aid News

SO LONG 2012…
BRING IT ON, 2013
CONGRATULATIONS AND A HUGE THANK YOU to those who took part in our 
fundraising events in 2012. Team Poverty were out in force all over the country, 
taking part in events ranging from daring abseils down the side of churches to 
less risky quiz nights with friends and family. But, of course, the work never 
stops and we are hoping to make 2013 the best year yet. If you are up for a new 
challenge, or need a good excuse to get your family and friends together, we 
have another great lineup of events for you to get involved in.

NEW IN 2012 On 22-23 
September 2012, 35 
cyclists took part in the 
fi rst ever Cathedrals to 
Coast Bike Ride, cycling 
160 miles from London 
to Weymouth. 

Brett Hall, from Castle 
Cary, took part with his dad, Ged. He says: ‘It was an amazing 
experience, meeting and talking to people from all walks of 
life, all coming together for this great charity and a love of 
cycling. My favourite part was when four of us were cycling 
fl at out along the promenade trying to catch up after some 
tyre changes. The sea and beach looked beautiful.’ 

To date, the Cathedrals to Coast Bike Ride has raised more 
than £17,000. Well done – and thank you – to all who took part.

New for 2013: Don’t miss out on the world’s biggest charity 
bike ride! RideLondon 100, on 4 August, is an opportunity to 
be a part of cycling history, as one of 20,000 participants in 
this Olympic legacy cycling event. 

The inaugural RideLondon 100 will start in the Olympic 
Park, passing through traffi c-free London streets and into the 
beautiful Surrey countryside. After 100 exhilarating miles, 
you’ll return to London and cross the fi nish line on The Mall. 
• To join Team Poverty at this landmark new event, please visit 
christianaid.org.uk/cycling

WHO KNEW GOING FOR A WALK could be so powerful? Last 
year Christian Aid supporters took part in Marches for Justice 
events held all around country in solidarity with the dalit and 
tribal people marching from Gwalior to Delhi, in India, over 
land rights. The march in India was a huge success, with the 
Indian government agreeing to the marchers’ demands. 
Meanwhile, Christian Aid walkers raised thousands of 
pounds for our partners who are protecting people’s rights 
in south Asia. 
• See Frontline, page 18, and, if a walk took place in your area, 
see also pages 24-25.

Do it for 2013! If you want to give poverty the boot and take 
part in one of our many sponsored walks this year, visit 
christianaid.org.uk/walks to fi nd one near you. 

ALL IT TOOK WAS A WALKKEEP THE WHEELS TURNING
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Scotland’s March for Justice 
took part in Inverness

All set for the Cathedrals 
to Coast bike ride

Brett and Ged Hall
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Burns supper  
25 January

super soup lunch  
During spring

sponsored ABseils 
February/March

Brighton 
MArAthon 
14 April

Virgin london 
MArAthon 
21 April

christiAn Aid Week  
12-18 May

BupA greAt 
MAnchester run  
26 May

edinBurgh 
MArAthon  
25/26 May

hAdriAn’s WAll 
trek  
June

holy islAnd  
night hike  
June

london to pAris 
Bike ride  
17-21 July 

ridelondon 100  
4 August

QuizAid  
September

the greAt north 
run  
15 September

cAthedrAls to 
coAst Bike ride  
September

royAl pArks 
hAlf MArAthon , 
london 
6 October

sAntA dAshes  
December 

Big christMAs sing  
December

to find out more visit 
christianaid.org.uk/
events

EvEnts 
Fundraising 
CalEndar 
2013

✁

super soup Make every bowl count this 
spring for Super Soup Lunch! Invite your friends, family, 
colleagues or neighbours to enjoy a bowl of hearty soup 
while raising money for some of the poorest communities 
around the world. For more information and a free 
fundraising pack, visit christianaid.org.uk/super-soup-lunch  

Have you considered running for Christian 
Aid in 2013? Andy Dawn, from Derby, tells 
us about his experience of the scenic Royal 
Parks Half Marathon

i chose to run for christiAn Aid in 2012’s Royal Parks 
Half Marathon because I love surfing! Well, that’s how it 
started anyway. 

Living in the centre of the country, and as far from the sea as 
it is possible to be, trips to a surfable coast are rare. So, to keep 
my fitness level up I decided to run a little each week. Starting at 
just a couple of kilometres I built it up to 10km runs each week.

Then, while browsing through the Christian Aid website, I 
noticed an article on running the Royal Parks Half Marathon for 
sponsorship. I was apprehensive, but relished the opportunity 
to meet a new challenge and further the cause of the poor.

I gradually built up my 10km runs over the next eight months, 
so that I knew that I would finish the course – I even did a 
couple of long runs just short of a half marathon to make sure.

The day of the race was exciting. London is a wonderful 
place anyway, but with blue skies and bright sunshine, running 
around its empty roads filled me with joy. I was carried along 
by the thrill of the shared experience of all the runners. Having 
‘Andy’ stencilled on my Christian Aid running top was a 
brainwave, as hundreds of random people all along the course 
shouted ‘come on Andy!’ It was a great lift and very moving, 
especially during tougher uphill stretches. 

Buoyed along in this way, I finished in a time I was proud 
of. It was a great experience and a privilege. Thanks Christian 
Aid – and do you need a runner for this year?

run it in 2013: To register for this year’s Royal Parks Half 
Marathon, or to sign up to any other of Team Poverty’s 2013 
runs, visit christianaid.org.uk/running

Dawn of the half-
marathon man

Do it youR 
own wAy! 
hAVe you c onsidered holding 
your own event or taking on your 
own challenge in 2013? John Wilmut, 
71, from Stoke Climsland, Cornwall, 
did just that in 2012. He completed 
the 1,084-mile Land’s End to John 
O’Groats walking challenge, even 
managing to arrive three days ahead 
of schedule! Walking up to 20 miles a 
day for 70 days, he walked the 
equivalent of 42 marathons and 
climbed a total of 30,700 metres –  
3.5 times the height of Everest. 

John has now almost reached his 
fundraising target of £10,000. He has 
written a book as a celebration of his 
achievement and to help anyone who 
might be planning something similar. 
It includes the best of his blog, a full 
description of how he planned and 
prepared for the walk, maps, and 
more than 200 photographs that he 
took along the way. 

The book is free to download from 
wilmut.net/lejog

And you can still make a donation, 
at justgiving.com/johnslejog 

• To support all of you inspiring and 
creative fundraisers, we have created 
My Christian Aid, a free DVD-Rom 
fundraising pack full of helpful 
resources, tips and advice. 
Order your free copy at  
christianaid.org.uk/yourway 
And if you need more assistance or 
advice on holding an event, email us 
at events@christian-aid.org

Triumph: John Wilmut  
on his long walk

Andy Dawn  
does the Mobot

christianaid.org.uk/if
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PICTURE THE SCENE: a community of 
exploited workers, no social security 
or pension. Add discriminatory 
government policies preventing 
access to basic rights such as housing, 
education and healthcare. Where is the 
community you pictured? Is it in one of 
the world’s largest economies? 

Sadly, this picture is reality for 
millions of people in Brazil. Ever more 
visible on the global stage, Brazil is 
also experiencing unprecedented levels 
of inequality, with just fi ve per cent of 
the population owning 85 per cent of 
the wealth. 

More than 16 million people live 
in extreme poverty in Brazil. Rapid 
urbanisation has seen rural families 
migrating to cities such as São Paulo, 
in search of a better future. On arrival, 

MAKE FOUR TIMES 
THE DIFFERENCE
Christian Aid is urgently 
seeking forward-looking 
churches, schools and 
businesses to join us in 
supporting a vital project

without education or professional 
training, the formal labour market and 
decent housing are unobtainable. 

These people have few options; they 
live on the streets, in favelas, slums 
or irregular settlements. Some people 
are employed in low-skilled, low-paid 
and irregular jobs. However, most 
are completely outside the formal 
labour market and operate in informal 
activities – as hawkers, construction 
workers, domestic servants, recycling 
collectors or temporary staff in the 
clothing industry. 

Christian Aid is working with local 
partner organisation Gaspar Garcia 
Human Rights Centre to improve living 
standards, increase the range of jobs, 
improve the quality of housing, and 
provide legal advice for these socially 
excluded, exploited families in São Paulo. 

Gaspar Garcia also runs a recycling-
centre cooperative that provides more 
secure employment. And it organises 
formal training for the workers so 
that they can fi nd out about current 
legislation and their rights, develop 

the skills and confi dence to fi nd a job, 
and/or create small businesses in the 
‘formal’ economy. 

Increasingly it is inequality that must 
be tackled as the most persistent driver 
of poverty.

As part of Christian Aid’s Partnership 
Scheme, linking churches and other 
groups to communities overseas, you 
can help. By joining the scheme you 
will receive resources bringing you 
closer to the difference you are making, 
including: 

•  information – progress updates 
three times a year 

•  materials – posters, leafl ets, photos
•  support – ideas and advice about 

fundraising.
In return, we are asking for a 

commitment to raise at least £2,500 
by September 2013. For every £1 you 
donate, the European Commission 
donates £3, quadrupling your gift.
• To fi nd out more, please call Supporter 
Enquiries on 020 7523 2493, email 
partnershipscheme@christian-aid.org 
or visit christianaid.org.uk/partnerships

C
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The recycling centre run 
by Gaspar Garcia provides 

secure employment for 
people in São Paulo, Brazil

The way we lead our own 
lives can have a tangible 
impact in the fi ght to end 
poverty. By ‘doing the right 
thing’ we show we have a 
commitment to a sustainable 
lifestyle that places a high 
value on helping others

LIFE AND 
SOUL

28 Christian Aid News
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DiD you know that your used 
and unwanted books could help 

end poverty? 
Christian Aid is 
now collecting 
secondhand books 
to sell on the 
internet to do  
just that. 

Donating is 
simple, as we’ll do 
the collecting! All 
you need to do is... 

•  CAll ChristiAn AiD on 0870 078 
7788 if you need any free boxes in 
which to collect and send your books.

•   fill the boxes with books that 
are in good condition – particularly 
useful are non-fiction titles and 
books with bar codes on the cover. 
(Please do not send very old books or 
paperback fiction, as they tend to have 
little value.)

•  ring ChristiAn AiD and we‘ll collect 
the box(es) from a place of your 
choice for free. 

Fair ShareS For 
ChriStian aiD
ChriStian aiD waS DelighteD 
recently to receive £50,000 from 
the sale of shares donated by a 
supporter, highlighting one of the 
lesser-known ways in which people 
can support our fight against poverty. 

Mike Annison, philanthropy 
manager at Christian Aid, says: ‘we 
are extremely grateful to supporters 
for the many ways they choose to 
support Christian Aid. Donating 
shares is one of these options.  
this gift will have a huge impact  
on our work.’

we are able to receive shares 
directly or can accept the proceeds 
from such sales through an 
intermediary such as a wealth 
manager or financial adviser. if you 
would like to consider doing this, 
please contact either karen Aycinena 
on 020 7523 2375 (if you would like 
to give shares yourself), or Joanna 
heywood on 020 7523 2483 (if you 
are a wealth manager or financial 
adviser).
• More information, such as which 
shares are eligible for tax relief and 
how the process works, can be 
found at christianaid.org.uk/shares

aquaiD iS an awarD-winning 
coMpany that supplies water 
coolers to businesses, schools and 
churches across britain. based in 
Cambridgeshire, the business was 
formed in 1992, and is still run by 
the searle family who founded it. 
however, Paul’s ambition goes 
beyond AquAid’s bottom line because 
he sees far greater rewards in what 
his company can do for the world’s 
poorest people.

‘water coolers are our business, 
making the world a better place is our 
passion,’ says Paul. ‘our business is 
built on a fair way of trading driven by 
quality, environmental principles and 
the desire to help those who need it.’

so far, AquAid has harnessed the 
power of its business to raise nearly 
£3m for Christian Aid’s water projects 
around the world. AquAid donates £20 
every time a Christian Aid supporter 
requests a free trial of its products. 

it then donates a further £50 if water 
coolers are installed long-term and 
10p for every 19-litre bottle of AquAid 
water sold. these donations go 
towards our partners, such as Agua 
sustentable in bolivia, which tackles 
water shortages.

the community of la granja, in 
bolivia, depends on melting snow 
from the illimani glacier for water for 
its crops. As the ice mass shrank, this 
source of water dwindled, and families 
were no longer able to grow enough 
food to make a living.

Agua sustentable worked with the 
community to build a reservoir, which 
provides the equivalent of an extra 
day of water a week.

guzman Alarcoa, who helped build 
the reservoir, says: ‘it’s helping a lot... 
we’re able to water our crops and will 
not be forced to leave our homes.’

Paul is committed to ensuring that 
this work continues. he explains: 
‘Clean water is essential for life, but 1 
in 8 people in the world do not have 
access to it. the lack of clean water 
close to people’s homes affects the 
livelihoods of families and threatens 
their very existence. ’
• To learn more about aquaid’s work 
with christian aid, visit christianaid.
org.uk/aquaid or call 01223 508109 
and quote ‘christian aid’ for a free 
trial of aquaid’s products.

A thirst for chAnge
Private sector organisations can make a crucial 
difference in our fight against poverty. We talk to  
Paul searle, founder and director of Christian Aid’s 
biggest corporate cash donor, AquAid, about why his 
company is committed to supporting our work

Book up To help end poverTy and hunger

Mothering sunday 
resources
Sunday 10 March iS MoThering 
SunDay  – a day to celebrate and 
give thanks for mothers and for all 
those who play a mothering role. 

Christian Aid has produced 
new resources to help churches 
to recognise Mothering sunday 
– reflecting on the difficulty of 
being a mother in Afghanistan, 
where women suffer considerable 
marginalisation, particularly in 
rural areas. through sermon notes, 
prayers and a talk, we share the story 
of golbibi kohsani, a mother  
of two, who is now able to provide 
an income for her children by 
weaving traditional Afghan rugs on 
a loom provided by Christian Aid 
partner rAADA.
• To download these resources visit 
christianaid.org.uk/mothering-sunday

Paul Searle visiting  
a water project

christianaid.org.uk/if
 Christian Aid News 29
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LAST WORD
A refl ection on playing a part 
in the fi ght against poverty, 
and living life in the wider 
family of Christian Aid

Why was a march chosen as the most 
effective means of protest? 
The days of the one-day demonstration 
are over. You must create a constant 
pressure so the government cannot 
simply ignore you; it cannot ignore the 
media attention a long march attracts, 
nor the international solidarity, nor the 
sheer number of committed grassroots 
marchers involved. Only continuous 
action will do this; it needn’t be a 
march, it could be a hunger strike, or a 
sit-in – any means of many groups 
acting collectively and constantly.

Witnessing the marchers’ self-
sacrifi ce can have a transformative 
power on the hearts and minds of 
opponents as well as supporters.

How hard was it to mobilise marchers? 
We spent 10 years training people in 
leadership and non-violent action to 
ensure they developed a strong 
understanding of the power of 
grassroots campaigning and became 
leaders of their own campaign for 
rights to land and livelihoods. Without 
these leaders, we could not have 
prepared, mobilised and coordinated 
such large numbers. Christian Aid’s 
long-term funding to Etka Parishad has 
proved crucial in this.

What did people sacrifi ce to take part?
The marchers demonstrated tremendous 
self-sacrifi ce. Not only did they lose their 
daily wages while far from home and 
had to prepare by collecting food-grain 

WHAT CAN THE 
WORLD LEARN FROM 
INDIA’S POOR?

30 Christian Aid News

Its scope was epic; its 
success breathtaking. 
The Jan Satyagraha 
march, organised by 
Christian Aid’s partner 

Ekta Parishad to demand land 
rights for India’s poorest and 
most marginalised communities, 
was a model of patient protest. 
Ekta Parishad’s Ramesh 
Sharma tells Christian Aid 
News that many lessons can be 
learnt from their achievement

and money to support their families over 
what might have been a month; they 
also marched in severe heat for days 
and were prepared to march for a month 
– even though many were already 
malnourished and their health 
potentially at risk through the sheer 
physical exertion on minimal food.

It was imperative that this campaign 
primarily belonged to the people at the 
grassroots; our records show that 
62 per cent of funds for the campaign 
were donated by poor Indians.

What happens next? 
We weren’t looking for an immediate 
victory – the demands won’t be met in 
an instant. The success is in fi nding 
space to work together towards a goal; 
it’s a continual movement, a constant 
campaign. The government’s 
acceptance of our demands came only 
after years of constant dialogue.

A task force has been set up, half-
government, half-civil society, to ensure 
the terms laid out in the agreement are 
met. And if the fi rst set of commitments 
is not met by March, we have 100,000 
people ready to reassemble in Agra, 
where the agreement was signed, and to 
continue the march where they left off.

Ekta Parishad will keep supporters 
updated on how they can continue to 
show solidarity and keep pressure 
on the Indian government to honour 
its commitment.

What have you learnt from the march?
The march was a success because we 
learnt the importance of grassroots’ 
leadership building and how to do it 
well; we learnt how to generate 
resources at the local level to ensure 
campaigns belong to the people; we’ve 
learned about targeted advocacy and 
about all-inclusive alliance building.

It was a success because we brought 
2,000 organisations together, belonging 
to a wide array of society.

It was a success because we 
recognised what the power of India’s 
poor really is and used it effectively – 
it’s the ability to endure hardship; to 
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The Jan Satyagraha 
march mobilised tens of 
thousands of landless poor

We recognised what the 
power of India’s poor 
really is – it’s the ability 
to endure hardship
‘

’survive on one meal a day, to walk for 
miles and miles, to endure high heat, to 
sleep on the roadside. These things are 
near impossible for those used to the 
comforts of the cities.

What lessons can the rest of the world 
learn from your example? 
We’ve learnt how important it is that 
people can feel a part of the movement 
– that it belongs to them, and is defi ned 
by them. I absolutely believe a similar 
campaign is possible on a larger, global 
scale. Powerful collective action will 
draw the attention of a state, or indeed 
states, on issues of global poverty. 
•  To fi nd out more, visit christianaid.
org.uk/march-for-justice
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13-360-J977

Would you like to make a difference, but aren’t sure  
what to do next? 

Christian Aid can help. 

We are the churches’ agency for international development.  
We are committed to working in partnership with you  
to bring about a better world. 

Take one small step and sign up to receive our new, 
quarterly Church Pack and regular email. They will  
provide all you need for your church to give, act and  
pray with Christian Aid. 

Together, we can bring about big change. 

To sign up
phone: 020 7523 2094
email: churchcontact@christian-aid.org

does your church 
have The faiTh 
and vision To 
bring abouT an 
end To poverTy?
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Try AquAid WATer 
Coolers And Help 
end poverTy
Over the past 10 years, companies have  
reduced their own costs and helped to raise  
more than £2.5m for Christian Aid by  
choosing AquAid water coolers.

Take a no obligation seven-day 
free trial on AquAid water coolers 
and AquAid will donate £20 to 
Christian Aid.
Simply quote this advertisement upon order to  
generate the donation.

For more information, just call 
01223 508109 or visit 
aquaidwatercoolers.co.uk/20tochristianaid

13-496-J927

Project name CAN58 Adverts Job number 13-496-J927
Item name Half page Aquaid Ad Proof stage V1
Client Sarah Taylor Proof date 16/11/12
Client team Philanthropy and Partnerships Feedback due 23/11/12
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13-360-J979

With a Will, you can look after all the people you care about.

It may look like a dry legal document, but a Will is really an act of care. Or even love.

When you make a Will, you make a commitment to look after your family and 
friends even when you’re gone. And if you wish, you can do something even  
more extraordinary.

By including Christian Aid in your Will, you can extend that loving care to people in 
other parts of the world. To a young woman in Afghanistan eager for an education. 
To a community in west Africa ravaged by food shortages. To the people you are 
already doing so much to help in your lifetime.

To find out more about the caring power of Wills, complete and return the form 
below – or contact Kerry at kmcmahon@christian-aid.org or on 020 7523 2173.

Title:  First name:  Surname:

Address:

 Postcode:

Email:

Telephone: 

Once completed please return to: Christian Aid, PO Box 100, London SE1 7RT

Please send me The Christian Aid Guide to Wills and Legacies

Contact us for your 
free guide to Wills 

and legacies

A015766
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