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INTERIM MODERATOR’S LETTER

Dear Friends,

“And he shall show you a large upper room furnished; there make ready.” (Luke 23:12)

It was the day of unleavened bread, a day of preparation, where each home was required to kill a lamb for the Passover. 

 Jesus had commissioned Peter and John to go into the city and prepare for Passover. As at the time of his birth, would there be room for Jesus? The streets would be crowded with visitors for the feast. Every guest house and Inn would be filled to capacity. Would the words come back to Jesus, “there is no room at the inn”? 

Jesus had already made preparation. For Peter and John were to find a man carrying a pitcher of water; to follow him to his home and to make ready for the forthcoming feast. The location of this home may have been kept secret due to the scheming betrayal of Judas.

We are told very little about this man but what we learn is most illuminating. We find here a man who gave his home to Jesus. Peter and John told the man that the “Master” requires the “guest-chamber”, and the man willingly gave up the largest room in his house. 

The man could have made a lot of money from this guest room. Thousands of visitors would have passed through Jerusalem and the surrounding towns looking for accommodation and a place to share in the Passover.

We notice that the man didn’t just give Jesus a room in his house; he gave Jesus the guest-chamber, this was the best and largest room of the house.

As the disciples were to prepare for the feast of Passover, we are also encouraged to prepare ourselves. We can prepare ourselves by considering what place Jesus has in our lives? Have we no room for Jesus? Do we only give Jesus the “left-overs” of our time, gifts and financial givings instead of the best?

As the unknown man gave up the best room in his home, we also should give up the best part of our lives for Jesus. Do we only give Jesus an hour on a Sunday and keep the rest of the week for our own pursuits? Have you given Jesus your whole heart? Is he truly the Lord of your life? Is he just a visitor to your home in times of a crisis? Why not prepare for Easter by inviting Jesus to be Lord of your life?

 All to Jesus I surrender
Lord I give myself to Thee
Fill me with Thy love and power
Let Thy blessing fall on me.
I surrender all, I surrender all
All to Thee my blessed Saviour
I surrender all.

Your Friend and Interim-moderator

Scott Cameron

LOCUM’S LETTER

Tremendous excitement was caused the other week when bones found under a car park in Leicester were proved to be those of Richard the Third, King of England back in the 15th Century. Apparently there is a group trying to rehabilitate the King – in other words, to give him a better press than is evident in the Shakespeare play that bears his name.

Following this dramatic find, it was announced that an MSP is taking similar steps to have Macbeth rehabilitated, the Scottish monarch who, it would seem, also suffered the Shakespeare treatment. The truth may be stranger than fiction but not necessarily more exciting. Thankfully Shakespeare was not around to put his take on the Gospel.

The accounts of the life of Jesus as told by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John may vary to the extent that they were written for different audiences: that is not to say that they were fabricated for effect, but to convince certain groups – in this instance, mainly Jews and Gentiles – that Jesus was God’s Messiah.

Matthew, a Jew, was writing mainly to convince Jews of the truth of the Gospel, and he quotes extensively from the Old Testament. Mark, believed to be the first Gospel writer, was merely telling the story as it had been told to him. Luke, a Gentile, was concerned to tell the story to a wider audience; and John looked behind the story to offer a deeper understanding of the significance of the coming of Jesus.

But, back to the bones...

The last Sunday of this month is Easter Day. Easter is neither the commemoration nor the rehabilitation of a dead king; nor, as a prominent and controversial former Bishop of Durham said, ‘...a juggling trick with bones’.

The women who came to the tomb to embalm the body of Jesus were astonished that he was not there. All they found were the grave clothes. They took some convincing, as many do today, that Jesus had been raised from the dead.

Easter is central to Christian belief. As St Paul said emphatically, ‘If Christ is not risen then our faith is in vain. But Christ is risen, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.’

St Paul who, like us, never met Jesus in the flesh had no more evidence of the resurrection that we have. His Damascus Road experience was enough to convince him that Christ was alive. Nothing as dramatic may have happened to us; but if Jesus is as dead as Richard the Third and Macbeth what hope is there for any of us?

God bless, 

Bill Armstrong

LARGS CHURCHES TOGETHER

The pattern of LCT events, including Evening Services, has changed markedly this year. The regular services, which generally were poorly attended, have given way to ‘special occasion’ events and services, such as The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, Christian Aid, and Pentecost, and the Walk of Witness on Good Friday; and services throughout Lent will be held in some, but not all, of the local Churches. The Lent Studies, once a feature of Holy Week, have been discontinued for similar reasons.

We have been invited this year to join with our friends in St Columba’s Episcopal Church on Maundy Thursday; and we will take part in the Walk of Witness on Good Friday an event that has encouraged Christians in Largs to make a public declaration of our faith in Jesus Christ.

The main reason for the changes is that it was felt that the Christians of Largs ought to be witnessing to the community by taking to the streets rather than being cloistered in our Churches. Let us hope and pray that there will be many more opportunities to make public witness to the people of Largs.

WORSHIP CALENDAR: March 2013

Sunday 3rd March at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong – “Sacrament of Holy Communion”
Sunday 10th March at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong  
Sunday 17th March at 11.00am: Rev Alan Falconer

3.00pm: Service at Burnlea Nursing Home, Burnlea Road.

Sunday 24th March (Palm Sunday) at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong – “Sacrament of Baptism” 

Maundy Thursday 28th March at 7.00pm: Service in St Columba's Episcopal Church

Good Friday 29th March at10.00am: March of Witness from St Columba's Episcopal to the War Memorial

Sunday 31st March (Easter Day)

8.30am: Service at Aubery Point 

Followed by Breakfast in the Session Room

10.00am: Easter Communion in the Mactaggart Chapel

11.00am: Easter Day Worship

Sunday 7th April at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong  
PRAYER CORNER

During this Easter season please remember in prayer all those who have lost:

· Those who have lost loved ones, that they might find comfort.

· Those who have lost hope, that they might find courage.

· Those who have lost health, that they might find strength and healing.

· Those who have lost their way in life, that guidance might be given to them.

Just as Mary was lost in the garden, looking for a dead Master, not a living Lord,

so may these folk discover the presence of the Risen One in unexpected ways within their lives.

A PRAYER FOR EASTER

Resurrection God,

We praise you for the change in us because of Christ’s raising:

Once we were lost, now you have found us;

Though we were empty, now we are filled;

Once we merely existed, now we are receiving new life;

Once alone, now He is with us until the end of time, even beyond;

Praise the Living Jesus!

AMEN

(From Prayers for All Occasions by David Clowes)

BLYTHSWOOD CARE

The collection van will be parked in the Clark Memorial Church grounds on Thursday 14th March, between 2.00pm and 2.30pm, to uplift suitable goods.   The uplift of larger items of furniture and books can be arranged by telephoning the depot at Hillington on 0141 882 0585.

CHURCH REGISTER

DEATHS

30th Jan -   Mr R Reynolds, 1 Phillips Avenue.

  7th Feb -   Mr R Melville, 155 Glen Avenue.

DUTY ELDERS

Elders on duty for the ensuing month are: -

 3rd Mar - Mr Jackson (Convenor), Mr Laurie, Mr Rankin, Mrs Bell, Mrs Butler, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Laurie, Miss McFarlane.

10th Mar - Mr Boyle (Convenor), Mr Caldwell, Mr Hendry, Mr Kemp, Mr Murdoch, Miss Black,              Mrs Counter, Mrs Houghton, Miss McKellar.

17th Mar  - Mr McNaught (Convenor), Mr Cram, Mr Jamieson, Mr D Jenkins, Mr I Jenkins, Mr Laing, Ms Gallettie, Miss Kennedy, Mrs Lyon, Mrs McEleny. 

24th Mar  -  Mr Wallace (Convenor), Mr Currie, Mr Hewitt, Mr Lewis, Mr Rae, Mr Welch, Mrs Anderson, Mrs McManus, Mrs Rae.

31st Mar  - Mr Jackson (Convenor), Mr Laurie, Mr Rankin, Mrs Bell, Mrs Butler, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Laurie, Miss McFarlane.

  7th Apr - Mr Boyle (Convenor), Mr Caldwell, Mr Hendry, Mr Kemp, Mr Murdoch, Miss Black,              Mrs Counter, Mrs Houghton, Miss McKellar.

MONDAY’S ALTERNATIVE CLUB

Last month Fulton Murdoch gave us a very interesting talk about his visit to Port Aransas and Corpus Christi in Texas.  Many of us have not seen much if any of America, but we are steadily learning more with each talk.  We met a fortnight later in Joanne Jamieson’s house for a film night. It was not as informative, but equally enjoyable!

Our next meeting is on 4th March at 8.30pm up at Inverclyde where we will meet to play badminton. We meet again on 18th March at 8.00pm in the Session Room for a craft evening.

Any "young" women who would like to join us will be made most welcome.

Alison Tunnicliff

CHURCH HEATING

Following our services on two recent Sundays a number of complaints were made by Members regarding the uncomfortable and low temperatures within the Sanctuary.  We have a very modern and efficient heating system within the Church which is more than capable of providing a very comfortable ambient temperature and during the winter months, the system is set to come on at midnight on the Saturday with the overhead radiant heaters coming on at 8.00am on the Sunday to provide a boost to the overall temperature.  It is simply not possible to do any more than we currently do in our efforts to make the Sanctuary comfortable.  Under normal circumstances these measures are more than adequate, however under certain weather conditions we do suffer some heat loss, for example when we have a particularly low external overnight temperature or strong west or south west winds.  We do also lose a considerable amount of heat when the Church doors are open to allow access to our Members and the Duty Group Elders have agreed to operate a better management system on the coordination of the opening / closing of doors and to carefully consider which of the main external doors to use on a Sunday, taking cognisance of the prevailing weather conditions.

Our building is now more than 120 years old and the Sanctuary itself is a huge volume to heat and it is difficult to retain that heat for the reasons noted above.  We therefore ask the Members of the Congregation to assist in any way possible and to please be patient and understanding if your entry into the Sanctuary is slightly delayed while the Duty Elders attempt to coordinate and improve the door management while at the same time, maintaining the heat level within the Church building.

Millar Boyle

Property Convenor

ST COLUMBA EXPERIENCE

With the Heritage Centre re-opening on 29th March in time for the Easter weekend, it is surely a sign that spring is around the corner.

The committee is currently investigating other ideas to increase the number of visitors coming into our church and we hope that some of these will bear fruit in the near future.   One event will be the launch of a book written by Valerie Campbell on the history of the Brisbanes and this will be during April.   It is a very informative book which we hope will be of general interest.

The concert programme will commence on Saturday 20th April with the City of Glasgow Chorus and the Salvation Army visiting in May.   Full details will be given next month.

We are pleased to have been able to assist in the provision of the new ventilation system for the Session Room and Kitchen.   This will bring the investment generated for the church to over £40,000 by St Columba Experience.   If we include the setting up costs of the Heritage Centre the figure rises to over £90,000 and this has generated over 30,000 visitors to our church.

We appreciate the support given by members of the congregation to achieve these results.  

Ken Welch 

YOUNG CHURCH

The “Saints” had a very successful first meeting of the year with some of the young people from Fairlie Parish Church in Helter Skelter in January. Their next joint event with Fairlie will be on 1st and 2nd March for bowling followed by a sponsored sleepover in the upstairs hall. The sleepover is to help raise funds for Water Aid and to help with their trip to Stroove with Fairlie in October. There will be lots of fun activities and hopefully some sleeping too!

The following weekend on Sunday 10th March from 12.30pm to 2/3.00pm at “Lanes” there is to be a joint youth bowling event run by “Merge”. This is open to all children of secondary school age.  “Merge”, which is jointly run by all the Churches in Largs, previously ran for several years very successfully but stopped due to a lack of leaders a few years ago. This is the first event held since then and we hope there will be more to follow. 

We remain short of leaders in the Young Church.  If anyone feels they would be able to help out on a regular basis, or even to help cover the summer holidays then please let me know.

Alison Tunnicliff

COPPERS COUNT

I am conscious of the number of people in the congregation who take home a “Coppers Count” box, fill it up with small change and deliver them back to the church then ask for a refill. We are grateful to these people and note that last year we raised £380 for church funds.

I have ordered more boxes and labels to ensure we do not run out and these will be available at the front of the church and the rear side entrance. If anyone requires an empty box just ask one of the duty elders or myself.

John Lewis

Finance Committee Convenor  

PEREGRINES

There is a saying that “the deil’s always guid to his ain” or in our case “the sun shines on the righteous” and it certainly must have been righteous regarding the weather on Saturday 2nd February when the Peregrine Group walk was through Ardgowan Estate.  We were indeed very fortunate to have chosen such a gorgeous day for our walk considering what the weather had been like previously. This helped to make up for the very muddy conditions which we had to contend with underfoot. However, we were a bit disappointed that there were not many snowdrops to be seen.

As it was such a nice day, we continued along the shore path to come out at Cardwell Bay Garden Centre where we got the bus home.

Margaret Kennedy

K. I. T. CLUB.

Our Guild will be finishing for this year at the end of March, so instead of sitting around on a Monday wondering what to do please “Keep In Touch” with your friends and meet up at the K. I. T. Club.  We meet every second Monday starting on MONDAY 8th APRIL from 1.30pm to 3.30pm.  It’s good to meet up for a chat and a cup of tea.

We look forward to meeting up with our "old" friends, and any "new friends" will be made most welcome.

Irene Carter, Sheena McNicol and Jim and Eileen Rankin will be there to welcome you.

Eileen Rankin

SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Burns Supper
On Friday 1st February we had our Burns Supper.  This was very successful and well attended.  Nardini’s were really efficient.  The food arrived on time and was hot and delicious.  They served the food and returned later to take away the dishes for washing.  A great service.

The entertainment was provided by Christine Gallettie, Bill Armstrong and Sandy McCallum.  We were also joined by some members of Largs Cronies Burns Club, Ray Connal, who gave a mini Immortal Memory, and David Galt who did some recitations.

Guys and Dolls
Our next event is a trip to Barrfields to see “Guys and Dolls” on Friday 22nd March. The cost is £12 per ticket.  For anyone wishing to go there is a notice on the board outside the Session Room for names.

Jean Jackson
CHRISTIAN AID
Christian Aid Lent Lunches will continue to be served every Wednesday up to and including Wednesday 27th March in the Clark Memorial Church Hall from 12.00 noon to 1.30 pm.  A minimum donation of £3.00 is requested for soup, roll, cheese and tea or coffee.  Please give your support to this worthwhile cause.

May McFarlane

THE CROSS ROAD

He chose.

He chose the cross road.

Darkness, desertion and desolation

Pierced him like the thorns on his chosen way.

In his broken, bleeding body,

Through the heat and dust and mockery,

Through the heaving crowdsof feeble men

He stumbled with his death tree.

Up, up, up the steep and cruel high road

To the skull placeof the outcast

Where the cross road had its end.

In the nailing and the piercing,

In the searing suffocation,

In the bearing of the whole world’s filth

His cross road set me free.

Daphne Kitching

MERA PEAK CHALLENGE

Alasdair McCallum, one of our members, is taking up the “Mera Peak Challenge” from 30th March to 20th April.  Mera Peak is 21,825 ft high and is one of Nepal’s highest trekking climbs, within sight of Everest.  Alasdair is hoping to raise funds by sponsorship both for Cancer Research and for our own Church Funds.

If you would like to support him in this venture there are sponsorship forms posted on the church notice board.

NEW FRIENDSHIP CLUB
Clark Memorial Hall is the venue for this new club starting on Tuesday 12th March, from 2.00pm to 4.00pm.

You will be made most welcome so come along and have a cuppa and chat and there might even be some entertainment.

For further information ‘phone Heather on 673275.

LANDMARK
Articles for inclusion in the April edition must be submitted to the Church Office by Wednesday 27th March at the latest.

 Brian Jackson

Church Manager
