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INTERIM MODERATOR’S CHRISTMAS LETTER

Dear Friends,

A number of years ago, I remember reading the story of a girl called Jenny. She was only 13 years of age, but lived life on the wild side. Each passing year, Jenny would get wilder and wilder. She was taller than most of the other girls in her class, therefore, she found it easy to attract older men. She experienced all the sins and vices the world could tempt her with. Her father had separated from her drug-using mother some years earlier.

One night she was invited by a friend to an event at a local church. The minister’s sermon left such an impression upon her mind. That night he shared the amazing gospel story of the prostitute, who was so sorry about the way she was living, that she cried at the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet dry with her hair.

As the years passed, Jenny had become so wild, that even her friends thought she was out of control.

One night, Jenny was so high on drugs that she began to break her heart. She was filled with such guilt, self-loathing, and despair. Even the mind-numbing drugs could not suppress the overwhelming sense of guilt and shame that she felt within her soul. She was absolutely sick of her life, ashamed of her behaviour, and wondered in despair whether God really existed.

As she walked through the streets, she suddenly saw a beautiful statue of Jesus in the grounds of a Church. The arms of the statue were out-stretched towards her. Jenny ran and dropped to her knees in front of the statue of Jesus and just wept and wept. She then remembered the Minister’s story about the prostitute. Her tears ran down her face and onto the feet of the statue.

As she wept, she now began to dry the statue's feet with her hair.

For Jenny, the feet of the statue brought a sense of Christ’s amazing grace, love, and forgiveness. Her broken heart found rest in the outstretched arms of Jesus.

Today the arms of Jesus are still outstretched towards us. Therefore, it is my prayer, for you all, that you would experience such peace and rest in the arms of Christ this Christmas.

For Jesus said, “Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” (Matthew 11:28, 29)

Your Friend and Interim Moderator
Scott Cameron

LOCUM’S LETTER
I was astonished to discover that ‘Doctor Who’ has been around intermittently on our television screens for 50 years – but only in earth time. The remarkable ‘Doctor’ is described as a Time Lord; he is not a prisoner of time as we are. He can flit back into the past or forward into the future almost at will. 

‘Doctor Who’ was a great favourite with our children in years gone by. The programme was said to be ‘hide behind the sofa’ scary – and some of the weird and wonderful monsters created were certainly in that category. The best remembered ‘frighteners’ were the Daleks who, apparently, re-appear from time to time.

Presumably the longevity of the programme has depended as much on the imagination and ingenuity of the script writers as the scary monsters. The present day programmes in content and illusion are far removed from the first ‘Doctor Who’. Its success may also be attributed to the fact that different actors have played the part – the ‘Doctor’ has been ‘regenerated’ from time to time; and, thanks to modern technology, the gimmicks and gismos are always being updated. ‘Doctor Who’ is the product of fertile imaginations.

In a few weeks time we will celebrate the coming of Jesus Christ, the Babe of Bethlehem. He is not the product of a fertile human imagination. We believe him to be the Son of God. 

According to the Bible he is timeless – he was there ‘in the beginning’. He is not a character of fiction, but a living presence. He is universal and local; he seeks to live in every heart.

It takes more than imagination and ingenuity to discover his living presence. We don’t need gimmicks and gizmos to reach him; he comes looking for us. The Christmas story reminds us that God took flesh and came into our world in a vulnerable child.

Ordinary people, like the Shepherds welcomed him with open arms. The Wise Men – we might call these strange figures the ‘Doctors Who’ of their day – were astrologers who studied the stars. Their researches led them to their greatest discovery of all time.

The cycle of time has brought us again within sight of Christmas, the annual reminder of the love God has shown us in this significant Child. The outward expression of the love we share has its beginnings in him. The cards we send and the gifts we give at Christmas are token reminders of God’s great gift to us. 

Unlike ‘Doctor Who’, Jesus did not appear in the glare of gimmickry but was born unobtrusively in a stable in the backwater of Bethlehem. ‘Doctor Who’, the Time Lord, will live as long as his television ratings satisfy his creators and producers; the Lord of all Life is with us forever.

May God bless you all throughout the Christmas Season and in the New Year to come.

Bill Armstrong

WORSHIP CALENDAR: December 2013 - January 2014
Sunday 8th December 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong
4.00pm : Service of Light and Remembrance in Brisbane Evangelical Church

Sunday 15th December 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong
3.00pm: Service at Haylie House Nursing Home, Irvine Road
Sunday 22nd December at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong – Young Church Nativity Service
Tuesday 24th December at 5.30pm: Rev Bill Armstrong - Christmas Eve Family Service
(Seasonal refreshments follow service)

Wednesday 25th December at 11.00am:  Largs Churches Together: 

United Christmas Day Family Service in Clark Memorial Church  

Sunday 29th December at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong - Service of Lessons and Carols for Christmas

Sunday 5th January at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong - Worship for the New Year 

Sunday 12th January at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong

3.00pm: Service at Haylie House Nursing Home, Irvine Road.  

Sunday 19th January at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong

3.00pm: Largs Churches Together Service for Christian Unity in St Columba's Parish Church  

Sunday 26th January at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong

Sunday 2nd February at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong

DATES TO NOTE:

Sunday 8th December: Kelburn Trefoil Guild Concert in the Church at 2.30pm.

Saturday 14th December: Stedfast Silver Band Concert in the Church at 7.30pm
PRAYER CORNER

During this month please remember in prayer:

· Children who have no loving families with which to enjoy Christmas but who may be in care or with foster parents.
· Those within our community who will be working over the festive period to provide essential services
· Shop workers, postal workers and those responsible for transporting goods as they struggle to cope with the festive rush and frenzy
· Those who will cook our Christmas dinner and the extra work that entails!
· For those who will struggle to make ends meet during this expensive time and who will be faced with debt problems in the New Year
· Those who are or will be bereaved and will struggle to cope emotionally with Christmas or New Year
BLYTHSWOOD CARE

The collection van will be parked in the Clark Memorial Church grounds on Thursday 12th December and Thursday 16th January, between 2.00pm and 2.30pm, to uplift suitable goods. The uplift of larger items of furniture and books can be arranged by telephoning the depot at Hillington on 0141 882 0585.
A PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS (From Just One Year)

At the heart of Christmas there was pain, bleeding, crying,

for love was with difficulty brought into the world;

Not to a sanitised stable did God come,

but to a society that needed mucking out;

His birth, no tidy affair, neatly wrapped under the tree,

an inconvenience rather,

not welcomed by the bureaucrats,

but only by the single mother, the low-paid workers, the foreigners, the animals;

At the heart of today's Christmas still pain, bleeding, crying,

a sword piercing the heart of God, opening anew the wounds of love;

Could we be midwives for God's love, cradling His strength in fragility,

bringing healing to our world ?

May it be so, AMEN.       (Ann Lewin)

CHURCH REGISTER

NEW MEMBERS
By Transfer Certificate
13th Nov   -   Rev & Mrs A D McCallum, 59 Woodcroft Avenue.
13th Nov   -   Mrs I McMath, 54 Walkerston  Avenue.
  4th Dec   -   Mr W G Allan, 10A Anthony Court.
We welcome them to the fellowship of St Columba’s Parish Church
DEATHS

  3rd Nov -   Mrs J Battison, Warrenpark Nursing Home, Anthony Road.

11nd Nov -   Mr J Howie, 51 Glen Avenue.

DUTY ELDERS
Elders on duty for the ensuing months are: -
   8th Dec -  Mr Jackson (Convenor), Mr Laurie, Mr Rankin, Mrs Bell, Mrs Butler, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Laurie, Miss McFarlane.

15th Dec - Mr Boyle (Convenor), Mr Caldwell, Mr Hendry, Mr Kemp, Mr Murdoch, Miss Black,              Mrs Counter, Mrs Houghton, Miss McKellar.

22nd Dec - Mr McNaught (Convenor), Mr Cram, Mr Jamieson, Mr D Jenkins, Mr I Jenkins, Mr Laing, Ms Gallettie, Miss Kennedy, Mrs Lyon, Mrs McEleny. 

29th Dec -  Mr Wallace (Convenor), Mr Currie, Mr Hewitt, Mr Lewis, Mr R Rae, Mr Welch, Mrs Anderson, Mrs McManus, Mrs Rae.

   5th Jan -  Mr Jackson (Convenor), Mr Laurie, Mr Rankin, Mrs Bell, Mrs Butler, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Laurie, Miss McFarlane.

12th Jan - Mr Boyle (Convenor), Mr Caldwell, Mr Hendry, Mr Kemp, Mr Murdoch, Miss Black,              Mrs Counter, Mrs Houghton, Miss McKellar.

19th Jan -  Mr McNaught (Convenor), Mr Cram, Mr Jamieson, Mr D Jenkins, Mr I Jenkins, Mr Laing, Ms Gallettie, Miss Kennedy, Mrs Lyon, Mrs McEleny. 

26th Jan -  Mr Wallace (Convenor), Mr Currie, Mr Hewitt, Mr Lewis, Mr R Rae, Mr Welch, Mrs Anderson, Mrs McManus, Mrs Rae.

   2nd Feb - Mr Jackson (Convenor), Mr Laurie, Mr Rankin, Mrs Bell, Mrs Butler, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Laurie, Miss McFarlane.

LINKAGE WITH FAIRLIE PARISH CHURCH

Progress with our linkage is gathering momentum. The election of the joint Nominating Committee is complete with 13 members being selected from both congregations. The split of the 13 (8 from St Columba’s and 5 from Fairlie) is based on percentage of the congregations hence St Columba’s having 8 members. They are as follows:

Joan Rae



John Stewart

Alison Tunnicliff



Janice Busby

Susan Howie



Liz Clark


Gillian McEleny



Marion Gilchrist

Jane Logan



Linda Beveridge

Fulton Murdoch



Alasdair Hewitt

John Lewis 
The joint nominating Committee met in the Mactaggart Chapel after the election of the St Columba’s representatives on Sunday 24th November. They have appointed Joan Rae as Convenor, John Stewart from Fairlie Parish Church as Vice Convenor and John Lewis as Clerk. 

The next key meeting will take place on Wednesday 11th December in St Columba’s when the Presbytery Sub-committee will meet with the Nominating Committee to brief them on the next stages of the linkage. Meanwhile we are busily preparing the Parish Profile with Fairlie which is required to support the advert for the joint position. If anyone has any questions then please contact John Lewis.
YOUNG CHURCH

The tins you donated have now been collected by Glasgow City Mission. Our final total this year was 438. Thank you again for your help in reaching this total. 

We are now very busy at Young Church in the run up to Christmas. The younger children have been designing their entries for the Largs Churches Together Christmas card, but most of our time is being spent rehearsing for our nativity play “It’s a baby”. We are also making sure there is time for some fun with craft and games too!

Our Christmas Party is on Sunday 15th December when we are hoping that Santa will have time to come and visit us. Our nativity play will be performed during the service on Sunday 22nd December. This will be the last meeting of the Young Church till we restart on 5th January.

Alison Tunnicliff

GUILD
On 28th Sept we were whisked off to the Himalayans as we listened to the intriguing report of Alasdair McCallum who earlier this year successfully climbed Mera Peak.   Braving hazardous climbing conditions he made it to the summit.  With his presentation of amazing pictures we journeyed by visiting tea houses and meeting some of the local inhabitants of those parts and viewing the surrounding mountain ranges on the ascent.  Thank you Alasdair for a great afternoon! 

On 4th Nov, Mary Davidson's theme, 'Golden Casket', described the hard-boiled sweetie business started in Greenock by the Buchanan family.  An amazing story with lots of tasty samples of delicious sweeties to delight the audience. It was much appreciated by all.

On 11th Nov, 'Laughter Lines' was presented by Ronnie Russell from Troon, an amazing cartoon artist.  Each sketch was accompanied by a hilarious story of the characters depicted, all spoken in our beloved Scottish vernacular.  Peals of laughter ripped across the room. Well done Ronnie, a good time was enjoyed by all.

On 18th Nov, we enjoyed a visit from Ian McCrorie who presented to us ‘The MacBrayne Story’.  Ian was born and bred in Greenock with the River Clyde and Wemyss Bay stationmaster blood flowing in his veins. He lives and breathes the lore of the MacBrayne family with great enthusiasm interspersed with spicy anecdotes that held the audience gasping for breath. We viewed the panorama of paddle steamers and motor turbines from the 1880s at the Broomielaw, to the present day at Largs pier.  A great afternoon enjoyed by all present, thanks to Ian!

Finally, on 25th Nov, John Gallacher gave an interesting talk about the life and work of Miss Cranston, who was renowned for her number of 'Posh' Tea Rooms in the City of Glasgow.   We learned that she was denied equal educational opportunities to that of her brothers, nevertheless she excelled them in business acumen. She aimed for high standards in staff and service and awarded employees with good incentives, sickness and superannuation benefits.  She was a great beneficiary to the City of Glasgow leaving a large legacy to the children and other worthy causes.  An example that businesses in our day would do well to follow.
K.I.T. CLUB

I would like to remind those who have their names down for the K.I.T. CLUB Christmas Meal that we are meeting in the Woodhouse Hotel on Tuesday 17th December at 12.00noon for 12.30pm.  We have a note of everyone's choice of meal so don't panic if you have forgotten what you have ordered.  Could you please let Jim or myself know if you need transport to get to and from the Woodhouse?
Look forward to seeing you all on that day.

Eileen Rankin
MONDAY’S ALTERNATIVE CLUB

On 4th November we met at the Lifeboat station for a tour and a very interesting talk about its history and current use by Brian Rankin. We even got the chance to climb onto the new lifeboat for a close up view of it! It made us all very aware of what an essential service it provides in this area and we are planning to do some fundraising for them in the coming year.

Our next meeting was in the Session Room, where we were visually transported to Islay and Oban for a tour by Fulton Murdoch. We also had a chance to try some local produce.

We meet in December on 2nd for glass painting and for a Christmas night on 16th when Louise Rettie will talk about her Christmas tree and we will have some Christmas treats. 

We will start back in January with a meeting in the Session Room on 6th January.

Alison Tunnicliff
01475 673567
SOCIAL COMMITTEE

On Friday 29th November we celebrated St Andrew’s Night. We had a supper of delicious fish and chips from Nardini’s. The evening was a lot of fun, with entertainment from John Shearer (our own Jimmy Shand) on the accordion, and from members of the Largs Cronies - Joe McGinty who sang and David Galt who recited poems. Margaret and Jim played the piano for the community singing and Bill also sang a few songs.  We finished up with a rousing rendition of Auld Lang Syne. 

Brian took photographs which Fulton will put on the web site shortly, so look out for these. 

The next event will be our Burns Supper, so watch the noticeboard for further details. 

Jean Jackson

Social Committee Convenor
ST COLUMBA EXPERIENCE
Get into the Christmas spirit by joining us on Saturday 14th December at 7.30pm for the final concert of the year with the Stedfast Silver Band from Inverclyde accompanied by some artistes from the Largs Operatic Society.   The Stedfast Silver Band is celebrating its 30th anniversary this year and performs largely in the west coast area.  We are all familiar with the quality of performance from members of the Largs Operatic Society.   The programme will include some seasonal items and refreshments will be available at the interval.   Tickets are priced at £8.00.

Ken Welch

PEREGRINES
On Saturday 9th November the Peregrines set off for Whitelee Wind Farm at Eaglesham, via Dunlop and Stewarton.   The journey took us through beautiful countryside, ablaze with autumn colours.

After coffee and eats at the Visitor Centre Cafe, the 10 of us, including Hilda’s grandson, Martin, set off on our walk starting at turbine 40.

Whitelee is the largest wind farm in Europe with 215 turbines which cover a vast area.   Our plan was to do the circular walk which is 8 miles round Lochgain Reservoir.

When we reached the point where, if you continued there would be no turning back, five of our group took the shorter route back to the visitor centre.   The rest of us continued round the reservoir on the cinder paths which crisscross the area.

At times we were sheltered and at other times the wind cut through us and we ate our lunch in the lea of one of the turbines.   We thought they should put shelters dotted along the paths for this purpose!

Unfortunately, we got caught in a heavy downpour on our last half mile back to the visitor centre.

The centre itself has a cafe, gift shop and interesting information about the site.   There are lots of activities for adults and children alike and Martin had great fun making and racing his wind raft.
Christine Gallettie

WINTER WONDERLAND

Saturday 16th November was a very busy day with the Session Room looking like a genuine welcoming “wonderland” Tearoom and the upstairs hall suitably decorated with Christmas Santa Claus bunting. The Guild members managed all the stalls while an experienced team ran a very busy Tearoom all day with queues starting immediately. The traditional soup over lunch was again a popular attraction. The final total raised was over £1400 shared between the Guild and Church funds. Everyone who helped on the day or donated items for the stalls are warmly thanked for their support.
Gillian McEleny and John Lewis 
KELBURN TREFOIL GUILD CONCERT
Kelburn Trefoil Guild (Section of Girlguiding) are holding a concert on Sunday 8th December in St Columba’s Parish at 2.30pm in aid of Maggie House at Beatson and Blair Activity Centre, Dalry.  Tickets are priced £5.00 for adults (children free) and can be obtained from the Information Centre, Trefoil Guild members and at the door. The entertainment for the afternoon is a Ceilidh Band, Largs Operatic Society Entertainment Party and the Largs Guides.

Margaret Kennedy
CHRISTIAN AID CAROL SINGERS

Do you like singing carols?  Can you give up an hour or two of your time?
Christian Aid will be singing carols at Morrison's on Wednesday 18th and Friday 20th December from
4.00pm to 6.00pm.  Come along and enjoy a good sing and raise money for others!
May McFarlane
MARGARET KENNEDY

Sunday 24th November was an eventful day for Margaret Kennedy when she was presented with the Scottish Chief Commissioner's Award, the highest honour a person can receive from the Guiding Association. Doreen Grey, County Commissioner, presented the award.  Margaret has been involved in guiding for 50 years and additionally received a long service award.  Margaret established the Largs Brownie pack, she was also Assistant Guider in the 1st Largs Company and subsequently opened up the 5th Largs Guide Company.

PARISH PRAISE SUCCESS!
A cold November Friday night outside saw a large congregation give a warm welcome to Albert Bogle and band. Music and message were both challenging and uplifting. A total of £1300 was realised, with monies still coming in, and will help towards the building of a house for a needy family in South Africa. A big thank you to all who gave so generously!
Mission and Outreach Team

LIFE AND WORK SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2014

Annual subscriptions for Life and Work are now due and must be paid by 15th December 2013 at the latest.  The subscription rate for 2014 is £21.00 (excluding any voluntary donation towards “Landmark”).

If any member of the congregation, who is not presently subscribing to “Life and Work”, wishes to become a subscriber, please see me as soon as possible and I will give you a free introductory copy.

Brian Jackson

Church Manager 

DISTRICT VISITORS

Until such times as we have a new minister appointed and new elders elected, we have a need for a few additional visitors to assist with district visitations. This will not involve a heavy load, primarily going round a district delivering, for example, Communion Cards and WFO envelopes. Any volunteers should not feel this is a first stage to being an elder. It is simply to assist at a fairly busy time of the year. Anyone interested should contact me as soon as possible.  Thank you.

John Lewis

LANDMARK
Please note that the December edition of Landmark will be the last one until February 2014.  Articles for inclusion in the February edition must be submitted to the Church Office by Wednesday 22nd January at the latest.

 Brian Jackson

Church Manager
