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INTERIM MODERATOR’S LETTER
Dear Friends,
This summer the Church of Scotland will be remembering one of our unsung missionary heroines. Jane Haining, a farmer's daughter, was born in the village of Dunscore, Dumfriesshire in June 1897. Her family attended the local Reformed Presbyterian Church which became the Free Church and then the United Free Church in 1900. She grew up attending her local primary school where she won a scholarship to Dumfries Academy in 1909. This was followed by training at the Commercial College in Glasgow, and then went on to work as a Secretary at J & P Coats, the thread manufactures in Paisley. 

She was a greatly admired young Christian and a devoted member of Queen's Park West Church. There she served with the Band of Hope and also as a Sunday School teacher. The call of God came upon her life to be a Missionary and after seeing an advert in the "Life & Work" she volunteered for service in 1932, becoming matron of the girls' home at the Scottish Mission School in Budapest, Hungary. The Scottish Mission in Budapest was set up in 1841 as a ministry to Hungarian Jews. 

She returned home in 1935 and 1939, but her love and care for the Jewish girls under her care brought her back to Hungary for the last time shortly after Hitler's invasion of Poland. Twice she was urgently requested to return home but she refused. "If the children needed her in peace-time," wrote her sister, "they had much more need of her in war-time and she would never have had a moment's happiness if she had come home and left them."

Life in Budapest became indescribably hard for Jane. Finally, in May 1944, she was arrested by the Gestapo and detained. Sadly, without a trial, she was cast into the extermination camp at Auschwitz where on 17th July she died in the gas chambers.

A report to the General Assembly of 1945 said "Typical of all that is best in the Scottish tradition of missionary service, she gave the best years of her life to enhancing that tradition and at last gave life itself."

As we honour the life of our great unsung heroine, Jane Haining, may her courage, faith and passionate love for Christ and others be an inspiration to us all.

Your Friend and Interim Moderator
Scott Cameron
Editor's note

I was most interested to read Scott's letter concerning Jane Haining, a brave and unselfish woman with strong Christian principles.  As Scott mentioned, Jane attended Dumfries Academy where she was dux of the Modern School during the First World War.  She is also one of the famous former pupils of Dumfries Academy commemorated by a special plaque at the school.

I am proud to say that Dumfries Academy is also the school which two members of the congregation of St Columba's attended in their young days.  The two in question are Laura Armstrong, our Locum's wife, and myself.

Brian Jackson
LOCUM’S LETTER
Scotland’s summer will be dominated by the Commonwealth Games. Athletes from across the Commonwealth will soon be arriving in Glasgow for the great family gathering dubbed the ‘Friendly Games’.

We may not engage directly in the spectacle. We may not have any interest in attending at the various venues. At most we may join the television spectator millions world-wide to will on their particular national favourites.

There will, however, be a local opportunity to glimpse something of the ‘run-up’ to the Games when the Queen’s Baton is paraded through Largs by chosen local representatives on Tuesday 15th July. The Baton, which has been carried through every country in the Commonwealth, arrived in Scotland recently and is scheduled to be taken to every corner of Scotland before arriving for the Opening Ceremony of the Games in Glasgow on 23rd July.

It is hoped that Largs will make something of this opportunity to engage in this Scotland-wide attraction. Apart from lining the streets as the Baton is escorted through the town, other spin-off attractions are being planned. St Columba’s could well be a vantage point and a welcoming place. 

The Games have spawned many opportunities for direct involvement. An army of volunteers has been recruited to support the Games in providing hospitality, stewarding, travel arrangements and a multitude of necessary supporting roles. 

A Christian organisation, ‘More than Gold’, led by representatives of many denominations throughout Scotland seeks to encourage congregations, not only in Glasgow, but throughout the country to engage with those who have come to our shores for the Games. There will be opportunities to meet with and welcome those who have travelled considerable distances to be here in Scotland, and it would be good if they could find a genuine Scottish Christian welcome within our communities.

Some may choose to find accommodation in Largs; some may even cross the threshold of our Church. 

It may well be important to participants in the Games to win in the events for which they have spent years in training; but ‘More than Gold’ suggests there is more to the Games than winning medals. As we read in Peter’s First Letter, ‘...genuineness of faith is more precious than gold’.

We may not be participating in the Games; though some may be keen to attend some of the events. We may connect with the spectacle of the Games through the medium of television; but in matters of faith we have to be more than spectators.

Have an eventful summer.

God bless you all,

Bill Armstrong

WORSHIP CALENDAR: June, July, August 2014
Sunday 1st Jun at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong  - "Sacrament of Holy Communion"
Sunday 8th Jun at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong 

Sunday 15th Jun at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong 

3.00pm: Service at Moorburn Manor Nursing Home, Moorburn Road
Sunday 22nd Jun at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong

Sunday 29th Jun at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong
Sunday 6th Jul at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong 

Sunday 13th Jul at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong 

Sunday 20th Jul at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong

Sunday 27th Jul at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong

Sunday 3rd Aug at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong  
Sunday 10th Aug at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong 

Sunday 17th Aug at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong 

Sunday 24th Aug at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong

Sunday 31st Aug at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong

Sunday 7th Sep at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong  - "Sacrament of Holy Communion"
DATES TO NOTE:

Sunday 8th June: St Columba's Day Lunch at the Willowbank Hotel at 1.00pm.

Wednesday 11th June: Kirk Session Meeting at 7.30pm.
Sunday 15th June: Concert in the Church with the Glasgow Phoenix Choir with the Dingwall Gaelic Choir at 2.30pm.

Saturday 26th July: Concert in the Church with the Cologne Philharmonic Orchestra at 7.30pm.
Saturday 2nd August: Summer Fayre from 10.00am to 4.00pm.
Saturday 16th August: Concert in the Church with the Co-operative Funeralcare Brass Band at 7.30pm.
Wednesday 27th August: Kirk Session Meeting at 7.30pm.

PRAYER CORNER

Please remember in prayer:

· all those who will be travelling this summer that they may be kept safe from harm

· our elderly folk who are housebound and cannot get out during the warm summer days

· children that they may enjoy school holidays and return to school refreshed and ready for new academic challenges

· those in developing countries who are not so fortunate as ourselves and for whom life is a struggle

· any who are ill, bereaved or troubled

PRAYER FOR THE PARISH


Disturb us, Lord,


when we are too well pleased with ourselves;


When we arrive too safely at our dreams


because we sailed so close to the shore;


Disturb us, Lord,


with the abundance of the things we possess;


Having become so absorbed with life,


we have allowed our vision of eternity to dim;


Disturb us, Lord,


to dare more boldly,


to venture onto wider seas, where storms will show your mastery


and in losing sight of land, we shall find the stars;


This we ask for our Captain's sake,


Jesus Christ;  AMEN


(This prayer comes from St James' Church in New York City.


This Church has an active mission to all seafarers, as we see in its imagery)

BLYTHSWOOD CARE

The collection van will be parked in the Clark Memorial Church grounds on Thursday 12th June, between 2.00pm and 2.30pm, to uplift suitable goods. The uplift of larger items of furniture and books can be arranged by telephoning the depot at Hillington on 0141 882 0585.
ST COLUMBA’S DAY LUNCH

This year’s St Columba’s Day Lunch will take place at the Willowbank Hotel on Sunday 8th June at 1.00pm.  Further details including the menu and price (£10.00 for 2 courses) have been placed on the noticeboard outside the Session Room.

Jean Jackson

Social Committee Convenor
DUTY ELDERS

Elders on duty for the ensuing month are: -

   1st Jun - Mr Boyle (Convenor), Mr Hendry, Mr Kemp, Mr Murdoch, Mr W I Rae, Miss Black, Mrs Counter, Mrs Houghton, Miss McKellar.

   8th Jun  -  Mr McNaught (Convenor),  Mr Jamieson, Mr D Jenkins, Mr I Jenkins, Mr Laing, Ms Gallettie, Miss Kennedy, Mrs Lyon, Mrs McEleny. 

15th Jun -  Mr Wallace (Convenor), Mr Currie, Mr Hewitt, Mr Lewis, Mr R Rae, Mr Welch, Mrs Anderson, Mrs McManus, Mrs Rae.

 22nd Jun -  Mr Jackson (Convenor), Mr Laurie, Mr Rankin, Mrs Bell, Mrs Butler, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Laurie, Miss McFarlane.

 29th Jun - Mr Boyle (Convenor), Mr Hendry, Mr Kemp, Mr Murdoch, Mr W I Rae, Miss Black, Mrs Counter, Mrs Houghton, Miss McKellar.

   6th Jul  -  Mr McNaught (Convenor),  Mr Jamieson, Mr D Jenkins, Mr I Jenkins, Mr Laing, Ms Gallettie, Miss Kennedy, Mrs Lyon, Mrs McEleny. 

13th Jul -  Mr Wallace (Convenor), Mr Currie, Mr Hewitt, Mr Lewis, Mr R Rae, Mr Welch, Mrs Anderson, Mrs McManus, Mrs Rae.

 20th Jun -  Mr Jackson (Convenor), Mr Laurie, Mr Rankin, Mrs Bell, Mrs Butler, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Laurie, Miss McFarlane.

27th Jul - Mr Boyle (Convenor), Mr Hendry, Mr Kemp, Mr Murdoch, Mr W I Rae, Miss Black, Mrs Counter, Mrs Houghton, Miss McKellar.

   3rd Aug -  Mr McNaught (Convenor),  Mr Jamieson, Mr D Jenkins, Mr I Jenkins, Mr Laing, Ms Gallettie, Miss Kennedy, Mrs Lyon, Mrs McEleny. 

10th Aug -  Mr Wallace (Convenor), Mr Currie, Mr Hewitt, Mr Lewis, Mr R Rae, Mr Welch, Mrs Anderson, Mrs McManus, Mrs Rae.

 17th Aug -  Mr Jackson (Convenor), Mr Laurie, Mr Rankin, Mrs Bell, Mrs Butler, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Laurie, Miss McFarlane.

24th Aug - Mr Boyle (Convenor), Mr Hendry, Mr Kemp, Mr Murdoch, Mr W I Rae, Miss Black, Mrs Counter, Mrs Houghton, Miss McKellar.

 31st Aug -  Mr McNaught (Convenor),  Mr Jamieson, Mr D Jenkins, Mr I Jenkins, Mr Laing, Ms Gallettie, Miss Kennedy, Mrs Lyon, Mrs McEleny. 

   7th Sep -  Mr Wallace (Convenor), Mr Currie, Mr Hewitt, Mr Lewis, Mr R Rae, Mr Welch, Mrs Anderson, Mrs McManus, Mrs Rae.

GUILD
Monday 31st March marked the end of my term as Convenor of the St Columba's Guild.   Christine Gallettie will be taking up the reins of leadership and I assure her of my full support, encouragement, and prayers as she leads us forward together. Although I have retired, my enthusiasm is re-fired and this is in large measure due to the fact of all the wonderful ladies and gentlemen who have been so supportive.  What a thrill it has been to work together! 

Briefly, I am grateful to the following: John Lewis for his 'listening ear' on many occasions and wise counsel; Brian Jackson for his patience as he guided me re. the rules and protocol of the church; to  our  ever faithful Charlie a big thanks for  arranging tables and chairs in the Session Room and safely transporting many of our members and friends in 'Betty's Bus' and for the times without number he went beyond the call of duty; and to all who offered unstinting help in committee functions and guild business.  A thousand thanks!! 

Finally, I would thank God for the immense privilege of serving Him in the Guild. I trust it found me faithful to His calling.   Yours in His love,

Margaret Barclay

YOUNG CHURCH
Hopefully you have taken home one of our bottles of water and are using it to collect your small change in. We will be putting our Water Aid "well" at the side door soon on a Sunday for you to put your donations in.  Thank you for your continued help with this project.
Thank you also for your recent support of our sponsored walk to Greeto Falls for Christian Aid. Luckily the weather held out despite a poor forecast.  20 of us completed the walk and had a good time doing it as you hopefully saw in our slide show the following day.  More donations are still coming in, but we have collected about £160 so far.
Our Prizegiving and last Sunday of  the Young Church this session will be on 22nd June.  Summertime Club will run throughout the summer. Young Church will start back on 24th August with our now traditional tea party. 
Alison Tunnicliff
MONDAY'S ALTERNATIVE CLUB

On 28th April we met and had a recipe exchange. We all brought two of our favourite recipes and copies were given out to all.  At last some new ideas for dinner!  We were joined on that night by Willie McNaught and Karen Anderson from the Session. We enjoyed their visit and hopefully it gave them an insight into our group.
We had a demonstration of present wrapping by Ellen Gordon on 12th May which gave us a few simple but effective ideas.  On 26th May we are planning a walk to the Marina (weather permitting).
In June we will be having a return visit by Dot Gosling on the 9th to give us a demonstration of napkin folding.  Our last meeting before the summer break is on 23rd June for a social night.
Alison Tunnicliff

SUMMER TEAROOMS

Following the success in recent years of our weekly Saturday Tearooms/Soup Lunches we plan to operate again this summer. The season will begin on Saturday 21st June and run until Saturday 13th September. Opening times are still to be confirmed.

Last year the tearooms raised £6,000 and as the Church is facing difficult times financially, it is our hope that we will have similar success this year. 

 As well as providing much needed income for the Church, the tearooms became a regular meeting place for members and visitors alike providing an opportunity for fellowship. The tearooms were successful due to the willingness of our members and friends who volunteered to help. Once again we would ask you to consider helping out for a few hours on a Saturday.  If you helped last year please do come back again and if you have not helped before please think about giving it a try – it really is good fun and without your help it will not be possible to operate successful tearooms.  

From the beginning of June there will be a volunteer sheet for each month, pinned on the notice board outside the Session Room.  Please add your name to any dates that you are free to help.

Also please see the insert relating to our Annual Summer Fayre.

Many thanks in anticipation of your support.

The Tearoom/Summer Fayre Committee

Gillian McEleny, John and Liz Lewis, Elaine Black, Roy and Ishbel Patterson, Jane and David Logan 
BAKING TEAM FOR SUMMER TEAROOMS
Many of you will know that sadly Renee Jack is no longer available to supply the baking for the tearooms.

In order to provide home baking we would like to organise a team of people who would be prepared to bake either scones, fruit loaves, pancakes or cakes, on a rota basis. It is envisaged that each team member would bake a fairly large quantity of one of the above items, about three or four times over the summer. Each team member would be paid for the ingredients they use. Team members can choose which item they would like to bake and the date of the tearooms they would bake for. 

If you think you could be part of the St Columba’s baking team, please give me a call.

Gillian McEleny
01475 - 673505

ST COLUMBA EXPERIENCE
The Heritage Centre continues to attract many visitors to the church and the gift centre has been improved.   We now have St Columba pens and also St Columba notepads so we invite members to visit the centre and support the mission work that is ongoing.

The concerts this year have been an outstanding success and given a huge amount of enjoyment.   The theme will continue on Sunday 15th June at 2.30pm when we welcome again the Glasgow Phoenix Choir who will be accompanied by the Dingwall Gaelic Choir.   Following the success of the April concert, we again expect a full church and tickets are now available from the Heritage Centre or members of the committee.
Ken Welch
LARGS CHURCHES HOLIDAY CLUB 2014

Largs Churches Holiday Club will be in action again this summer for the 20th time since 1995 and promises to give primary school girls and boys a fun-filled and action-packed week. along with the Christian message.
"Fit for a King" is this year's title.  It has both a Scottish and Commonwealth flavour and the venue this time is St Columba's Parish Church Hall, Nelson Street, Monday 4th to Friday 8th August, mornings only.
Registration day, for girls and boys already at school, is Saturday 14th June from 10.00am to 12.00noon in St Columba's Stewart Memorial Hall (entry by the outside steps).  The Holiday Club is FREE and is for children either with or without any church connection.

LANDMARK
Please note that this will be the last edition of Landmark until September.  Articles for inclusion in the September edition must be submitted to the Church Office by Wednesday 27th August 2014 at the latest. 

The September edition of Landmark will be available for uplift on Sunday 7th September.  
Brian Jackson

Church Manager
