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INTERIM MODERATOR’S LETTER

The good news is not that the town clock is functioning again – though townspeople should now stop asking when it is going to be fixed.  The clock is actually the responsibility of the local authority.

The good news is not that I have been elevated to become Interim Moderator in St Columba’s, a responsibility that has come rather late in my time with you, but which I was pleased to accept.

The good news is that the Nominating Committee, after many months and weary miles, has found a candidate in the vacancy.  He is Christian (Chris) Vermeulen, originally from South Africa, but has been involved in forms of ministry in Scotland for upwards of twenty years.

I had the privilege of his company, with his wife, over lunch a few Sundays ago, and I warmed to him very quickly. He and his wife have two children: a son at university in Glasgow and a daughter who left school recently and is searching out career opportunities.

Intimation has been made that he will preach as Sole Nominee on Sunday 15th February.  Following the service all members and adherents present will be invited to vote ‘For or Against’ the Nominee. I hope as many as are able will attend worship that day. It is important to note that the congregation choose the minister not the Nominating Committee.  In this instance the candidate will preach before both congregations: Fairlie and St Columba’s.  Please note the service here will be at 11.30am.
We are grateful to the Nominating Committee for their diligence and dedication. Under the enthusiastic leadership of Joan Rae their nominee is recommended unanimously, even excitedly – there was never any hint of division or dissension. Those representing the two congregations soon to be linked worked very well together.

Should the nominee be accepted by both congregations preparations will be made for an Induction subject to the agreement and timing of the Presbytery. The wait has been long; the outcome will, I’m sure, be worth the wait.

The appointment of a minister opens up new possibilities in the next stage of St Columba’s spiritual journey. The nominee, should he be appointed, will come with skills and experience in ministry, with ideas that will open new avenues towards a deepening of faith and Christian service.

In one short meeting I was impressed not only by his abilities but by his sincerity and humanity; and I would like to think that in one hearing you may come to a similar conviction.

God bless,

Bill Armstrong

PROFILE OF CHRISTIAN (CHRIS) JOHANNES VERMEULEN
Nominee to New Linkage between Largs: St Columba’s and Fairlie Parish Churches

Born 19 January 1961 (Aged 54) 

Ordained 14 January 1986 

Presently Minister Orchardhill Parish Church 

Born in South Africa where he met and married Elaine. Has two children, Grant (aged 20) studying at Strathclyde University and Amy (aged 18) living in Birmingham. Keen on sports, including golf, rugby, cricket, football. Enjoys ballroom dancing, travel, theatre and music. 

Experience

 Chris is an experienced Minister, having served the Church as a Minister of Word and Sacrament for 28 years. He has built up a reputation as a “teaching Elder” and is not afraid to venture into difficult areas with an honesty that both challenges and affirms faith. 

He has introduced multimedia forms of worship as well as maintaining a respect for traditional worship. A key part of his ministry over the years has been to be innovative or creative. Chris regards himself as part of a team along with the organist, choir, musical groups and others involved in preparing worship. 

In Orchardhill, he set up a pastoral care team to give support to those who are house bound and also a bereavement support group for those recently bereaved. 

The Nominating Committee unanimously agreed to Chris being the “Sole Nominee” (known simply as the “Nominee”) after hearing him preach and conducting an interview which was attended by the whole committee. The Nominating Committee is excited to offer the Rev Chris Vermeulen to both congregations and seeks your support. 

WORSHIP CALENDAR: February 2015
Sunday 1st February at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong

6.30pm: LCT Candlemas Service: St Columba's Scottish Episcopal Church

Sunday 8th February 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong
Sunday 15th February 11.30am: Rev Chris Vermeulen 
(Please note that this service commences at 11.30am)
3.00pm: Service at Moorburn Manor Nursing Home, Moorburn Road
Sunday 22nd February at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong 
Sunday 1st March at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong – “SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION”
Sunday 8th March at 11.00am: Rev Bill Armstrong 

DATES TO NOTE:

Wednesday 11th February: Kirk Session Meeting at 7.30pm in the Session Room.

Sunday 22nd February: Annual Stated Meeting in Session Room after morning worship.

ANNUAL STATED MEETING
The Annual Stated Meeting of the congregation will take place after Morning Worship in the Session Room on SUNDAY 22nd FEBRUARY when the Annual Accounts will be presented.

PRAYER FOR THE YEAR


In January, the month of darkness and frost,


be with us, Lord;


In February, the month of rain, wind and snow,


be with us, Lord;


In March, the month of new lambs and new life,


be with us, Lord;


In April, the month of swallows and new buds,


be with us, Lord;


In May, the month of the cuckoo and flowers,


be with us, Lord;


In June, the month of examinations, midsummer and sunshine,


be with us, Lord;


In July, the month of holidays and rest,


be with us, Lord;


In August, the month of harvest, wheat and corn,


be with us, Lord;


In September, the month of fruitfulness and back to school,


be with us, Lord;


In October, the month of falling leaves, nuts and Halloween,


be with us;


In November, the month of fogs and emptiness,


be with us, Lord;


In December, the month of gifts, light and a new born Saviour,


be with us, Lord;


All the year through, be with us, Eternal Lord;


AMEN.

PRAYER CORNER

Please remember in prayer:

· as we celebrate St Valentine's Day, any couples who are planning on marriage in the coming year

· as we have our ASM, pray for our Treasurer and all those who look after our finances and the stewardship of our congregational resources

· those who need to make fresh starts with God in the season of Lent that they may given strength to break with the past

CHRISTIAN AID LENT LUNCHES


The Christian Aid Lunches start on Wednesday 18th February till Wednesday 25th March, both dates inclusive. (See noticeboard for more details). 
Karen Anderson will be selling tickets for the lunches. 
Jean Jackson

CHURCH REGISTER

NEW MEMBERS

By Certificate of Transference

31st Jan  -   Mr & Mrs I Carnduff, 9 Park View. 

We welcome them to the fellowship of St Columba’s Parish Church

DEATH

13th Jan -   Mrs E Gladstone, 34H Waterside Street.

DUTY ELDERS

Elders on duty for the ensuing month are: -

   1st Feb -  Mr Jackson (Convenor), Mr Laurie, Mr Rankin, Mrs Bell, Mrs Butler, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Laurie, Miss McFarlane.

   8th Feb - Mr Boyle (Convenor), Mr Hendry, Mr Kemp, Mr Murdoch, Mr W I Rae, Miss Black,              Mrs Counter,  Mrs Houghton, Miss McKellar.

15th Feb -  Mr McNaught (Convenor), Mr Jamieson, Mr D Jenkins, Mr I Jenkins, Mr Laing, Ms Gallettie, Miss Kennedy,  Mrs Lyon, Mrs McEleny. 

22nd  Feb -  Mr Wallace (Convenor), Mr Currie, Mr Hewitt, Mr Lewis, Mr R Rae, Mr Welch, Mrs Anderson, Mrs McManus, Mrs Rae.

   1st Mar - Mr Jackson (Convenor), Mr Laurie, Mr Rankin, Mrs Bell, Mrs Butler, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Laurie, Miss McFarlane.
   8th Mar - Mr Boyle (Convenor), Mr Hendry, Mr Kemp, Mr Murdoch, Mr W I Rae, Miss Black,              Mrs Counter,  Mrs Houghton, Miss McKellar.

BLYTHSWOOD CARE

The collection van will be parked in the Clark Memorial Church grounds on Friday 6th February and Friday 6th March, between 11.00am and 11.30am, to uplift suitable goods. (Please note change of day and time.) The uplift of larger items of furniture and books can be arranged by telephoning the depot at Hillington on 0141 882 0585.
YOUNG CHURCH
We hope you enjoyed our Nativity Play “Toby’s Drum” and the different way we presented it. It all seems a long time ago already but we had great fun with it!

Our final total that was raised for Water Aid in 2014 was £477. This is a fantastic total! Thank you so much for all your help in raising it. We will be continuing to collect this year so hope that you will keep collecting your small change, it all adds up!

Our first delivery for the year has been taken down to the North Ayrshire Foodbank. You have donated 152 items since I last took them down in December. Thank you so much for your continuing generosity. We plan to take your donations down on a monthly basis and will keep you updated regularly. There have been no particular shortages in the last few weeks therefore no specific requests have been made. As soon as that changes we will let you know. Until then any items will be gratefully received. 

Alison Tunnicliff

2015 CHURCH DIRECTORY

Included in this edition of Landmark is a copy of the 2015 Church Directory.  Please retain this Directory for future reference. 

MONDAY’S ALTERNATIVE CLUB

We met on 12th January to plan our session and catch up after the Christmas period. We meet on 26th January at the earlier time of 7.30pm for our annual Burns Supper and then on 16th February for a games night in the hall. Any “Young women” wanting to come along will be made most welcome. We meet at 8.00pm in the Session Room on a fortnightly basis excluding holidays.

Alison Tunnicliff

Alison Tunnicliff
GUILD 

In December we had a visit to the Holy Land and learned about the work of the charity, The Olive Tree, which helps Palestinians by selling their products, mostly made of olive wood, here in the UK.

Life is obviously very difficult in this part of the world and we should all be praying for the peace of Jerusalem.

Ailsa Turner gave us a very enthusiastic look into the work of the Glasgow Boys, whose amazing paintings have given us so much pleasure over the years.

A small group from Largs Operatic made our Christmas meeting go with a swing.   We were greeted with mulled wine and shortbread to get us into the Christmas spirit and we sang along with  familiar carols and Christmas songs.  A very happy afternoon was enjoyed by all.

2015 got off to a great start when our friend Rev Andrew Taylor, under the intriguing title, No – Maybe – Yes, told us of his journey into and through his long life in the ministry.

We look forward to many more happy afternoons in the second part of our syllabus.   Come and join us at any time.   A warm welcome awaits you.

Christine Gallettie

PEREGRINES 

Following a very successful Christmas lunch in December at the Ship Inn, Irvine, which saw an almost full turnout of our membership of 20, a Planning Meeting was held in the Session Room early this month to discuss the future walking program for the coming three months.  Proposed destinations included, Clyde Walkway,  Fairlie / Kelburn Estate, Eglinton Park / Irvine, The Wind Farm,  Barrhead and its surrounding Dams.  All of the foregoing are subject to weather.  

An up to date timetable can be viewed on the noticeboard outside the Session Room.  New members are always made welcome. 

Bill Puckrin

Peregrines Convenor

  FLOWER GROUP

The Flower Calendar for 2015 is now available outside the kitchen door.  If you would like to donate flowers for a special occasion or in memory of a loved one, please put your name in the appropriate space.  Donations should be given to Dorothy Houghton.

Dorothy Houghton

A PRAYER FOR LENT

Lord Christ,

you have no body on earth but ours,

no hands but ours, no feet but ours;

Ours are the eyes through which your compassion

must look out upon the world;

Ours are the feet which you may still

go about doing good;

Ours are the hands by which you bless people today;

Use us, for your purpose, in the world;

AMEN.

(A Prayer of St. Teresa of Avila)

COMMUNION CARDS

The District Elders will shortly be delivering the Communion Cards for the March Communion Service.  If you wish your attendance at Communion to be entered in the records, please continue to return your Card in the usual way when you come to the Communion Service.

Brian Jackson

Roll Keeper

LANDMARK
Articles for inclusion in the March edition must be submitted to the Church Office by Wednesday 25th February at the latest.  The March edition of Landmark will be available for uplift on Sunday 15th March.  
Brian Jackson

Church Manager
