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MINISTER’S LETTER

Our Story

This will be my first article as your new minister, though written a week prior to the induction service and our service of linkage.  It has been an incredible journey with plenty of stories to tell that brings my family and I to this new chapter in our lives. For me growing up in South Africa during the apartheid years, moving to Scotland in 1991, ministering to four congregations in different contexts over a 29 year period, and the thousands of people whose stories touched my life and have shaped me into the person I am today.  

You too have a story to tell and part of that story is as a member of Largs, St Columba’s or Fairlie Parish Church or as part of the wider community.  Each church has been shaped by the people who have been part of the story to date and now together our paths cross and we will journey together into shaping God’s tomorrow.  We have some real challenges ahead of us, not least because “religion” in general is seen as a negative force in our world.  This is especially so with the rise of fundamentalist extremism with its medieval ways and brutality that can be so shocking.  We cannot ignore the reality around us if we are to serve the mission of God’s Kingdom in our communities.  Our world is changing and so must we.

With change comes new challenges and congregations are notoriously resistant to change.  Churches are seen as vestiges of the old and slow to adapt to the reality of life in the world around.  Yet when we look at Jesus’ ministry in first century Judea he was way ahead of his time.  Challenging religious prejudice, by including those whom the religious community had rejected.  For me it is better to be proactive in shaping our future story together and to set the trend for society to follow than the other way round.  Is that not what the prophets did, talk truth into the situation and challenge the world by showing God’s alternative?  But we cannot do that if we draw lines – even worse build walls - between us and our wider community and if our churches do not show that the embrace of God’s love is wide the trend of decline will continue.  The message of the incarnation after all is that God is with us and became one of us.

So change is evitable as we journey together and to shape God’s tomorrow in Largs and Fairlie.  The first major change comes as the result of the linkage between our two communities.  Fairlie’s Sunday service is 45 minutes earlier and Largs, St Columba’s 30 minutes later, we are sharing a minister who is human and cannot meet the expectations placed on his two predecessors, we have two parishes, Kirk Sessions, Treasurers, Sunday Schools, Property Convenors, Guilds and so on.   Whilst the two congregations retain their “independence” it will be different and we will need to find ways of working together for the sake of the mission of God in our communities.  

My concern is that the mission of our congregations is relegated to the bottom of the agenda and the focus is on maintaining the life of our congregations.  By maintenance I mean those ministries traditionally associated with churches - pastoral care, Sunday services, Christian education meetings, etc. which are all very important.  Mission is about the service we have in our wider community and world – it’s about what we do beyond the confines of our church doors.  It is the life blood of the church and often takes place informally in our everyday conversations with people in our wider community.  Talking to people and allowing them to shape the story of our congregations and our lives.  Again as you look at Jesus’s ministry it contained conversations and enabled those he encountered to see things differently.

This brings me back to our stories and ways in which we engage with others and get our story out there by rediscovering the art of conversation.  Hopefully this will happen over the course of my ministry as we become more confident and comfortable with what we are doing.  So finally it comes down to us and how each of us plays our part as we shape the future together and are led into God’s tomorrow.

I am looking forward to getting to know you all and journeying with you – it is all very new and exciting.  Thanks for your welcome to my family and I.

Yours in His service,

Chris

LETTER FROM REV BILL ARMSTRONG

Dear Friends of St Columba’s,

You gave me a memorable send-off on Sunday 22nd March.  Laura and I were overwhelmed by your kindness in the gifts and good wishes lavished on us.

The experience of that Sunday has been evident throughout our time with you.  From the beginning we found acceptance and friendship which made the tasks in ministry comparatively straightforward.  Over the years Laura and I developed a deep affection for the congregation and our association with you will continue in smaller, less direct ways – how could we ever forget you!

We have shared many good times socially and spiritually, and good thoughts will continue to emerge as we reminisce wherever and whenever we meet. 

My immediate thoughts are of my last Sunday.  One very special highlight was the contribution of the Young Church. I had enjoyed a wonderful rapport with the youngsters, and their song towards the end of the service evoked and reciprocated that intimacy of feeling – and much emotion.

There is much I will miss in St Columba’s.  Ministry to me has always been more than leading worship on a Sunday morning.  Throughout my time in St Columba’s you have ministered to me more than I have to you.  The outworking of faith and love is a two way street: there are times when we need to know the consoling presence of God; and there are times when we recognise a need in others and are able to respond.  And I have known and appreciated loving concern, often from unexpected sources.

Sadly, there comes a time when we have to go our separate ways. You set out on a new and inviting stage in your journey of faith as I withdraw into yet another stage in retirement. Laura and I wish you well as you, with Chris, your new minister, go forward in faith. 

Laura also joins me in thanking you for the privilege of being your ministers if only for an interlude in official and unofficial ways; and for the love we found in your good and gracious company. 

God be with you and continue to bless you,

Bill Armstrong

WORSHIP CALENDAR: April 2015

Sunday 5th April (Easter Day)

8.30am: Service at Aubery Point followed by breakfast in the Session Room
11.30am: Easter Day Worship - Rev Chris Vermeulen
Sunday 12th April 11.30am: Rev Chris Vermeulen
Sunday 19th April at 11.30am: Rev Chris Vermeulen 

3.00pm: Service at Burnlea Nursing Home, Burnlea Road

Sunday 26th April at 11.30am: Rev Chris Vermeulen 

Sunday 3rd May at 11.30am: Rev Chris Vermeulen
DATES TO NOTE:

Wednesday 8th April: Kirk Session Meeting at 7.30pm in the Session Room.

Saturday 25th April: Concert in the Church with Variations at 7.30pm.

BLYTHSWOOD CARE

The collection van will be parked in the Clark Memorial Church grounds on Friday 10th April, between 11.00am and 11.30am, to uplift suitable goods. The uplift of larger items of furniture and books can be arranged by telephoning the depot at Hillington on 0141 882 0585.

PRAYER CORNER

During April please remember in prayer:

· those on holiday over the Easter period that they might find refreshment and renewal in their lives

· visitors to our town or church that they might be warmly welcomed

· any who are facing issues of ill health or sickness during this spring that God's new life might bring hope in times of despair

· our political leaders as they gear up for a General Election that the truth might be told, and heard

LONG SERVICE CERTIFICATES
The following elders recently received Long Service Certificates signed by the Moderator of the General Assembly:

Anne Bell (30 years);  David Millar Boyle (30 years); Brian Jackson (30 years).

Congratulations to all of them.

CHURCH REGISTER

BAPTISM

   8th Mar  -   Ivy Joy Boyle, 3 White Court. 

DEATH

11th Dec 2014 -   Mr S Gardiner, 13 George Street.

DUTY ELDERS

Elders on duty for the ensuing month are: -

   5th Apr - Mr Boyle (Convenor), Mr Hendry, Mr Murdoch, Miss Black, Mrs Counter, Mrs Houghton, Miss McKellar.

12th Apr -  Mr McNaught (Convenor), Mr Jamieson, Mr D Jenkins, Mr I Jenkins, Mr Laing, Ms Gallettie, Miss Kennedy,  Mrs Lyon, Mrs McEleny. 

19th  Apr -  Mr Wallace (Convenor), Mr Currie, Mr Hewitt, Mr Lewis, Mr R Rae, Mr Welch, Mrs Anderson, Mrs McManus, Mrs Rae.

 26th Apr - Mr Jackson (Convenor), Mr Laurie, Mr Rankin, Mrs Bell, Mrs Butler, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Laurie, Miss McFarlane.

   3rd May - Mr Boyle (Convenor), Mr Hendry, Mr Murdoch, Miss Black, Mrs Counter, Mrs Houghton, Miss McKellar.

MONDAY’S ALTERNATIVE CLUB

We had a film night on 16th March when we watched “The Hundred foot Journey” which was a lovely film and worth a watch. At our meeting on 30th March we are going to go along to the Guide Coffee evening in the Church of the Nazarene to support them in trying to raise funds. We will start back after the Easter Holidays on Monday 27th April. We are a small and friendly group who meet at 8.00pm on a Monday night about twice a month in the Session Room. Many of our members are from outwith St Columba’s and we would welcome any “Young” women who would like to come along and join us.

Alison Tunnicliff

YOUNG CHURCH

The last month has passed by quickly at the Young Church. As well as preparing and secretly practicing our song for Bill, we have been learning about some of the well known parables told by Jesus. We hope you enjoyed our song for Bill.  In case you were not able to hear the words, I have put a copy up on our notice board outside the library.

The GiG group has been busy this month having two evening supper meetings as well as their Sunday meetings. The first was a pasta night at my house and the second was kindly hosted by Sandy and Josephine McCallum.  Sandy spoke to us about the rhythms of life and gave us a demonstration of his drum playing. Colin played his guitar and the rest of the group joined in various ways.  It was a great evening of fun and fellowship. There will be joint GiG and JJ’s games night on Monday 30th March to finish off the month.  GiG are also looking forward to meeting on Monday 20th April when we will have a chance to get to know our new minister better over a meal.  This will be the last meeting of GiG then till June after the exams.

We are still collecting food for the North Ayrshire foodbank. Items can be placed in the baskets at the doors any time you are in the church. Thanks for your continued support in this. Small change is also still being collected for Water Aid.

Alison Tunnicliff

GUILD 

Our Guild session is now at an end and it was rounded off with a visit to Dobbies in Ayr for a lovely afternoon tea with Bill and Laura as our guests.

I look back at the second half of our syllabus and marvel at the variety of topics.   We enjoyed delicious flambeed fruit with Alasdair McCallum, wonderful Photographs in Motion shown by Roy Paterson, an interesting history lesson about Abraham Lincoln with Tom McDougall, a unique slant on Robert Burns' Life and Legacy by the Irvine Lasses and heard about the work being done by Dwelling Places with the street children of Uganda.

We also had a relaxed and humorous afternoon with our own members taking part, especially the Char Ladies' Union!

I extend a heartfelt 'thank you' to those on the committee for their hard work throughout the year and to all the members for their faithfulness and encouragement.

Don't forget that you can Keep in Touch throughout the summer months by coming along to the KIT Club for tea and a chat every second Monday from 13th April, where Eileen and Jim, Irene and Sheena will be there to welcome you.

Christine Gallettie

Convenor

GUILD SUMMER OUTING

The Guild are having a summer outing to see the Kelpies on Wednesday 13th May 2015.  We are having lunch in the Orchard Hotel in Falkirk, followed by a guided tour of the Kelpies.

The bus leaves the church at 10.30am and we will return to Largs around 5.00pm.

The total cost of this excursion is £16.00 per person.   If you would like to join with us we have a few seats left on the bus.   Please let me know if you are interested.

Christine Gallettie

KELBURN TREFOIL GUILD

Kelburn Trefoil Guild is holding a Cream Tea on Saturday 25th April in St John’s Dunn Memorial Hall from 10.00am to 12.00noon.  Tickets are  priced at  £2.00 and can be obtained from Trefoil Guild members or at the door. There will be baking and fancy goods stalls.

Margaret Kennedy

K.I.T CLUB

The K.I.T. Club will be starting again on MONDAY 13th APRIL and meeting every second Monday as usual between 1.30pm and 3.30pm. We are looking forward to seeing you all again and it would be really nice to see some new faces as well.

DON'T FORGET MONDAY 13th APRIL, 1.30pm.

Eileen Rankin.

PEREGRINES

On Thursday 18th March the day dawned bright, clear and calm. The forecasters told us a high pressure system was well established over the United Kingdom so it was ‘go’ for the Peregrines outing to the ’windmills’ on the hilltops above Fairlie. 

As is our habit we gathered at the Vikingar car park for 10.00am and after deciding, given the near prefect conditions, that one of our cars should be placed at Fairlie, we set off. The well laid gravel track led us from the Haylie Brae ever upwards on long, moderately steep incline up to the cluster of giant turbines looking slightly forlorn, standing idle in the still air. The scenery from the summit was not as clearly visible as it had been on our previous visit because, somewhat to our surprise, the horizons were shrouded in a slight haze. We enjoyed a picnic lunch at the bench thoughtfully provided at the summit and some of our party took the opportunity to chat with a couple of engineers who were carrying out routine inspections.

After enjoying our snack lunches we decided that condition were suitable to traverse the moor sloping downhill towards Fairlie. We were pleased to note that marker posts had been placed along the route. However the going was quite rough and a couple of our ladies felt it would be best for them to return to the summit and then simply descend along the original track and meeting up with the rest of us later.

The men folk continued down to Fairlie and all was well until, at the very last moment, while crossing a style at the edge of Fairlie Glen one of our number twisted his knee badly and had to be helped along the rest of our route. Nevertheless we all agreed that the trip had been well worthwhile. As ever the company was great and the ‘crack’ was good. In the space of about four hours once again we solved all the problems of the church and the world!. What’s more, our injured member recovered quickly enough to co-host a party for our friend and retiring locum, Rev Bill Armstrong.  Altogether a wonderful day.

Sandy McCallum

ST COLUMBA EXPERIENCE

It is hoped that the Heritage Centre will re-open at the end of April.   However, both Carol Anne and Linda have retired as co-ordinators and therefore we are looking for two part time co-ordinators to fill their posts   If anyone would like further details please speak to John Lewis or Robert Jamieson.

We also require some additional volunteers to help to welcome visitors to the Centre.   This can be very enjoyable and you meet some interesting people from all around the world.   If you can spare a couple of hours and would like to assist, please contact Dorothy Belch for further information.

The first concert of the season given by the Glasgow Light Opera Company was successful and enjoyed by a large audience.

Ken Welch

WAIT AWHILE

If after Church, you wait awhile,

Someone may greet you with a smile.

But, if you quickly rise and flee,

We’ll all seem cold and stiff, maybe

The one beside you in the pew 

Is, perhaps a stranger too.

All here, like you, have fears and cares,

All of us need each other’s prayers.

In fellowship we bid you meet,

With us around God’s Mercy Seat.

LANDMARK
Articles for inclusion in the May edition must be submitted to the Church Office by Wednesday 22nd April at the latest.  The May edition of Landmark will be available for uplift on Sunday 3rd May.  
Brian Jackson

Church Manager
