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MINISTER’S LETTER

Holy Conversation
One of the prime responsibility of all leaders is to help the congregation understand where it is going, why such a direction is important – even more so than the destination. By leaders, I mean members who hold formal and informal positions of leadership at the Church. 

My task as the minister is to help you to have a purposeful and meaningful conversation about who we are and what you believe is important to do.

In this way planning is a conversation because it truly is dialogue. Together we explore our differences and our perceptions. Together we risk saying what we believe to be important. The talk is full of stories, memories, and hopes—the kind of conversation that strengthens and transforms us. It is conversation because it will follow its own unpredictable path. Different from problem solving and decision making that focuses and limits, conversation wanders and explores. It can be structured to have purpose, but it cannot be predicted or controlled.

Conversation is holy because, at its best, it is about us understanding our identity as a faith community, our sense of purpose, and our relationship with God. The conversation may take multitude shapes and directions, but at its heart the conversation centres around three critical formation questions:

Who are we?

What has God called us to do or be?

Who is our neighbour?

As a community we need structured ways to talk about our identity, purpose, and future, and we need a path to develop consensus and a commitment to act.

One of the most intriguing stories is in the book of Exodus, where it refers to “pitching tent.” When the Israelites wandered in the desert, they moved when the pillars of cloud and fire moved; that is, when they had a clear sense of direction. When they were not sure about their next step, they “pitched tent” and waited to discern the next steps of their journey. This suggests that discernment does not operate on a knowable timetable. Instead, the plan and the path were developed within a discerning relationship with God. They were not able to rush ahead directly to the Promised Land. Their lingering in the desert demanded a high level of trust in God, both that their journey had purpose and that manna would be provided each morning to sustain them on the way.

In fact, the story of the Exodus can be instructive for us as we plan the way ahead. In the wandering in the desert, it is clear that it was the journey much more than the destination that shaped the people. Had Moses been a better planner and pathfinder and discovered a straight route to make the trip to the Promised Land in a matter of months instead of wandering for years in the desert, the people may not have been changed when they arrived. They might have arrived much the same as they left Egypt—as a slave people. It was the journey—when they had to ask questions of how they would form community and what was important about their relationship to God—that shaped them into a nation.

Healthy planning and discernment takes time. So we don’t intend to rush ahead, despite the reality that there will be those in the congregation or in the Kirk Session, including myself, who will be anxious to get to the “answer” and know what is our direction of travel.

Rev Chris Vermeulen

A PRAYER FOR SUMMERTIME


May golden sunshine remind us, O Lord,


of the warmth of your love;


May refreshing sea breezes inspire in us, O Lord,


the stirring wind of your Holy Spirit;


May interesting places, new cultures, varied peoples,


make us grateful, O Lord, for the wonderful gifts of your earth;


May this summer season bring us in our journeys,


our adventures, our activities, closer to you, O God of all life;


AMEN.

WORSHIP CALENDAR: June, July, August 2015
Sunday 7th Jun at 11.30am: Rev Chris Vermeulen - "Sacrament of Holy Communion"
Sunday 14th Jun at 11.30am: Rev Chris Vermeulen – “St Columba’s Day Service”
Sunday 21st Jun at 11.30am: Rev Chris Vermeulen – “Young Church Prize Giving”
3.00pm: Service at Hutton Park Nursing Home, Greenock Road
Sunday 28th Jun at 11.30am: Rev Chris Vermeulen

Sunday 5th Jul at 11.30am: Rev Chris Vermeulen 

Sunday 12th Jul at 11.30am: Rev Chris Vermeulen 

Sunday 19th Jul at 11.30am: Rev Chris Vermeulen
Sunday 26th Jul at 11.30am: Rev Chris Vermeulen

Sunday 2nd Aug at 11.30am: Rev Chris Vermeulen  
Sunday 9th Aug at 11.30am: Rev Chris Vermeulen 

Sunday 16th Aug at 11.30am: Rev Chris Vermeulen 

Sunday 23rd Aug at 11.30am: Rev Chris Vermeulen
Sunday 30th Aug at 11.30am: Rev Chris Vermeulen

Sunday 6th Sep at 11.30am: Rev Chris Vermeulen - "Sacrament of Holy Communion"
BLYTHSWOOD CARE

The collection van will be parked in the Clark Memorial Church grounds on Friday 10th July, 7th August and 11September, between 11.00am and 11.30am, to uplift suitable goods. The uplift of larger items of furniture and books can be arranged by telephoning the depot at Hillington on 0141 882 0585.
DATES TO NOTE:

Sunday 14th June: St Columba's Day Lunch at Café Bon Bon at 1.00pm for 1.30pm.
Wednesday 17th June: Kirk Session Meeting at 7.30pm.

Sunday 21st June: Concert in the Church - "The Ivor Novello Story"


   by Classical Musicians Scotland at 2.30pm.

Friday 24th July: Concert in the Church with the Chamber Philharmonia Cologne at 7.30pm.

Saturday 8th August: Summer Fayre from 10.00am to 4.00pm.

Wednesday 26th August: Kirk Session Meeting at 7.30pm.

PRAYER CORNER

Please remember in prayer:

· all who travel over the summer period, that they may be kept safe from harm on their journeys

· those who are sick, at home or in hospital, especially any known to ourselves

· the lonely and the housebound, who can feel very sad during the summer months when fewer visitors call and others can go out and enjoy the sunshine

· for the Church and its organisations as it takes a well earned break, that officebearers and members may be refreshed by God's Spirit

· all those who have left prayers, often poignant ones, on our Prayer Tree.

ST COLUMBA’S DAY LUNCH

This year’s St Columba’s Day Lunch will take place at Café Bon Bon on Sunday 14th June at 1.00pm for 1.30pm.  Further details including the menu and price (£10.00) have been placed on the noticeboard outside the Session Room.

Jean Jackson

Social Committee Convenor
CHURCH REGISTER

DEATHS

30th Apr 2015 -   Miss A McKeeman, 23 John Clark Street.

  4th May 2015 -   Mrs C Fairgrieve, 15 Seamore Street.

DUTY ELDERS

Elders on duty for the ensuing months are: -

  7th Jun -  Mr McNaught (Convenor), Mr Jamieson, Mr D Jenkins, Mr I Jenkins, Mr Laing, Ms Gallettie, Miss Kennedy,  Mrs Lyon, Mrs McEleny. 

14th Jun -  Mr Wallace (Convenor), Mr Currie, Mr Hewitt, Mr Lewis, Mr R Rae, Mr Welch, Mrs Anderson, Mrs McManus, Mrs Rae.

21st Jun -   Mr Laurie, Mr Rankin, Mrs Bell, Mrs Butler, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Laurie, Miss McFarlane.
28th Jun - Mr Boyle (Convenor), Mr Hendry, Mr Murdoch, Miss Black, Mrs Counter, Mrs Houghton, Miss McKellar.
  5th Jul -  Mr McNaught (Convenor), Mr Jamieson, Mr D Jenkins, Mr I Jenkins, Mr Laing, Ms Gallettie, Miss Kennedy,  Mrs Lyon, Mrs McEleny. 

12th Jul -  Mr Wallace (Convenor), Mr Currie, Mr Hewitt, Mr Lewis, Mr R Rae, Mr Welch, Mrs Anderson, Mrs McManus, Mrs Rae.

19th Jul -  Mr Laurie, Mr Rankin, Mrs Bell, Mrs Butler, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Laurie, Miss McFarlane.
26th Jul - Mr Boyle (Convenor), Mr Hendry, Mr Murdoch, Miss Black, Mrs Counter, Mrs Houghton, Miss McKellar.
  2nd Aug -  Mr McNaught (Convenor), Mr Jamieson, Mr D Jenkins, Mr I Jenkins, Mr Laing, Ms Gallettie, Miss Kennedy,  Mrs Lyon, Mrs McEleny. 

  9th Aug - Mr Wallace (Convenor), Mr Currie, Mr Hewitt, Mr Lewis, Mr R Rae, Mr Welch, Mrs Anderson, Mrs McManus, Mrs Rae.

16th Aug -  Mr Laurie, Mr Rankin, Mrs Bell, Mrs Butler, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Laurie, Miss McFarlane.
23rd Aug - Mr Boyle (Convenor), Mr Hendry, Mr Murdoch, Miss Black, Mrs Counter, Mrs Houghton, Miss McKellar.
30th Aug -  Mr McNaught (Convenor), Mr Jamieson, Mr D Jenkins, Mr I Jenkins, Mr Laing, Ms Gallettie, Miss Kennedy,  Mrs Lyon, Mrs McEleny. 

  6th Sep -  Mr Wallace (Convenor), Mr Currie, Mr Hewitt, Mr Lewis, Mr R Rae, Mr Welch, Mrs Anderson, Mrs McManus, Mrs Rae.

MINISTER'S RESERVED PARKING SPACE

 

As we all know, our Minister conducts a service every Sunday at Fairlie Parish Church before travelling to be with us for our 11.30am service.  The timescale between these services is very limited and to assist, we have designated a parking space at the Church for the sole use of the Minister.  This space is clearly marked in yellow and we ask the members of our congregation to co-operate by not parking in this space.

 

Millar Boyle

Property Convener.

MONDAY’S ALTERNATIVE CLUB

Thank you to everyone who supported our tearoom last month in aid of Largs M.S. Group. We managed to raise the grand total of £200 which we were very happy with.

Last month we had only one meeting. We all brought along baby and child photos of ourselves hidden in envelopes and had a go at guessing who was who. One or two of us (including me!) embarrassingly only got our own photos right, but Mhairi got the impressive score of 100%! 

On 1st June we will be having a talk from James Bertram of the Largs Resilience team and we finish for the summer with a meal (food again!) on 15th June. 

Alison Tunnicliff

YOUNG CHURCH
Thank you for your continued donations to the foodbank. Craig has told me that the items that are always needed most due to low donations are UHT milk, long life fruit juice, tins of meat, sugar and rice. For your information, soup although useful is the most donated item. There is a food collection taking place at Tesco in Kilbirnie from 9.00am to 5.00pm on 2nd – 4th July and Craig is looking for volunteers to help. If anyone would be able to help one of these days for 2 or 3 hours please let me know.

Young Church is busy this month with a walk up to Greeto Falls on Sunday 7th June at 2.00pm. GiG meeting on Monday 8th June 7.00 to 9.00pm, Prizegiving on Sunday 21st June and a games night for GiG and JJ's on Monday 22nd June 7.00 to 9.00pm. Summer Club then starts on Sunday 28th June and will continue till Young Church starts back on 23rd August. Have a great summer!

Alison Tunnicliff

PEREGRINES

Saturday 9th May was a perfect day for a walk.  After coffee in the Inverkip Inn, nine Peregrines set off on the Leapmoor Forest Walk which is a circular walk taking a route high above the village.

Most of the walk is on forest trail with spectacular views across the Clyde to the mountains on the Cowal peninsula and beyond, with the snowcapped peak of Ben Lomond in the distance.   The air was so clear which highlighted the fresh spring greens of the trees.

We stopped for a lunch break at the Water Board buildings at Langhouse Farm then made our way back down to Inverkip through Daff Glen and timed our arrival nicely to pick up the bus back to Largs.

If you are interested in our programme of walks, please contact Bill Puckrin or Robert Jamieson.   We would be delighted to welcome new members.

Christine Gallettie
ST COLUMBA EXPERIENCE
The Heritage Centre re-opened in the middle of May and already, we have welcomed a number of visitors to the display and to look around the church.   We have also welcomed two new co-ordinators, Paula Gallacher and Linda Kennedy who are supported by a number of volunteers who will help to welcome the visitors.   Paula and Linda have taken over from Linda & Ray Young and Carol Anne Hughes and we are grateful for the service that they gave us.   The church is open from 12.00noon till 4.00pm all week except Sunday.  

The next concert is on Sunday 21st June at 2.30pm.   This will be The Ivor Novello Story by Classical Musicians Scotland starring Phil Gault, Daisy Henderson, Elizabeth McCormack and Bill Kean.  It is being held in the afternoon so that some of our senior members can enjoy this opportunity to hear some of these exceptional melodies.   Tickets are £10 and available from the usual sources.

We are extremely grateful to the Moffat Charitable Trust and SSE for grants received which have enabled us to keep the Heritage Centre open.  
Ken Welch
SATURDAY TEAROOMS

It is that time again when we open the door every Saturday from 11.00am to 3.00pm when we offer our well known tea/coffee/home baking for £2.00 or a “Full Monty” including a tasty plate of soup and buttered roll costing £3.50 in total. If you can find a cheaper deal in Largs let me know. 
Despite suggestions to the contrary, we are keeping the prices the same as we have for the last 5 years, so please join us any Saturday commencing 27th June  and enjoy the “crack”.  We plan to run the Tearoom from Saturday 27th June until mid September.

A list will be inserted on the Kirk Session notice board every week for anyone available to assist.  Please add you name.

Jane and David Logan are joining the team this year assisting the organising team of Gillian, Liz and myself. Hope to see you one of these Saturdays.

John Lewis

LANDMARK
Please note that this will be the last edition of Landmark until September.  Articles for inclusion in the September edition must be submitted to the Church Office by Wednesday 26th August 2015 at the latest. 

The September edition of Landmark will be available for uplift on Sunday 6th September.  
Brian Jackson

Church Manager

