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MINISTER’S LETTER

Thinking Aloud as I begin my Ministry 

Being the minister of a linked charge is a new experience for me having served only in a single to date. So this is as much about learning on the “job” as it is for you. New routines to establish and two communities to serve. I am afraid that there is not much guidance from either the Presbytery or the Church of Scotland as to how we do this. So we will find out for ourselves toiling through new territory on our own. So okay, I’m here. What do I do next? 

As your new minister I want to begin my ministry positively and make an impact. I have been a minister for 29 years and I’ve spoken with hundreds of colleagues; some of them have shared with their keys for a successful ministry. Here are a few that I am trying to work with. 

I am aware that I will need to invest a lot of time into each of these areas. 

I have learnt from past ministries that it is important to invest time studying the scriptures and events around them when preparing my sermons. I am all too aware that whilst we come to church to worship, we nevertheless need to be equipped for our witness in the modern world. 

I am trying to take time to listen to your stories and concerns. So I am on a sharp learning curve as I discover where our church has been and what the future might look like. 

I am trying to visit as many groups as I can to get a feel for what is important to you. This also involves visiting you in your homes. So you will need to be patient as there is a pastoral backlog. 

By establishing an office and a presence in the church in Largs I am trying to be accessible to you. No one week will be the same and I will say if it is not a good time to chat. But talking to you has to be a priority. So if my door is closed I am not hiding away in my secret study at the church. The door is closed to keep the heat in and it closes of its own accord for fire safety reasons. I have name plate on the door that will tell you if I am busy. 

I am also discovering the important contribution that certain members are making to the life of our congregation and we are blessed with some very dedicated people. Some treasurers are not always easy to discover as they just get on with it. So if I ask a lot of questions about what you are up to I am trying to get know the life of the church, and befriend and support you. 

We are a parish church and that means we serve the whole community and not just our members. I am determined to serve and love the community where our church is located. That may mean eating in local restaurants maybe joining in civic events or organisations. I will be meeting some of our community leaders. 

I am excited at the prospect of what we may achieve together and I am enjoying being your minister. Though humbled by the task ahead of us I am excited and honoured to serve as your minister. 

Chris Vermeulen 

WORSHIP CALENDAR: May 2015
Sunday 3rd May at 11.30am: Rev Chris Vermeulen
Sunday 10th May 11.30am: Rev Chris Vermeulen – Service to commemorate 70th Anniversary of VE Day
6.30pm: LCT Evening Service for Christian Aid Week in St Columba's Parish Church 
Sunday 17th May at 11.30am: Rev Chris Vermeulen 

2.00pm: Service at Warrenpark Nursing Home, Anthony Road
Sunday 24th May at 11.30am: Rev Chris Vermeulen 

Sunday 31st May at 11.30am: Rev Chris Vermeulen
Sunday 7th June at 11.30am: Rev Chris Vermeulen – “Sacrament of Holy Communion”
BLYTHSWOOD CARE

The collection van will be parked in the Clark Memorial Church grounds on Friday 8th May and Friday 5th June, between 11.00am and 11.30am, to uplift suitable goods. The uplift of larger items of furniture and books can be arranged by telephoning the depot at Hillington on 0141 882 0585.
PRAYER CORNER

During this month the General Assembly meets, so please remember in prayer:

· Ministers, Elders, Deacons, Missionaries and all workers for the church that they may be strengthened in their work and service.
· The Assembly itself that it may be granted wisdom in its decisions and courage in its actions
· The new Moderator (Angus Morrison) as he takes office and all the demands upon his time and energies in the Assembly and in the coming year
· Any in our community who feel alienated by the Church or from the Church, that peace and forgiveness may be fostered in hurt hearts.
A PRAYER FOR PENTECOST

Come, Holy Spirit,

lamplighter, midwife of change,

comforter and disturber,

inspirer and advocate,

Come, fill the Church

with gifts that earth neither can produce nor afford;

Come, fill our lives with that rich mixture

of peace and restlessness,

calm and enthusiasm,

which are hallmarks of holiness;

Come, Spirit of the Living God,

fall afresh on each of your people;

AMEN.

MINISTER'S RESERVED PARKING SPACE

 

As we all know, our Minister conducts a service every Sunday at Fairlie Parish Church before travelling to be with us for our 11.30am service.  The timescale between these services is very limited and to assist, we have designated a parking space at the Church for the sole use of the Minister.  This space is clearly marked in yellow and we ask the members of our congregation to co-operate by not parking in this space.

 

Millar Boyle    Property Convener.

SOCIAL COMMITTEE NEWS


St Columba Day Lunch

The date for this year's lunch is Sunday 14th June.  Watch the noticeboard for more details.
Jean Jackson
CHURCH REGISTER

NEW MEMBER
By Special Resolution of the Kirk Session

    8th Apr  -   Mrs M Aitken, 42 Cumbrae Court, Nelson Street. 

We welcome her to the fellowship of St Columba’s Parish Church

DUTY ELDERS

Elders on duty for the ensuing month are: -

   3rd May - Mr Boyle (Convenor), Mr Hendry, Mr Murdoch, Miss Black, Mrs Counter, Mrs Houghton, Miss McKellar.

10th May -  Mr McNaught (Convenor), Mr Jamieson, Mr D Jenkins, Mr I Jenkins, Mr Laing, Ms Gallettie, Miss Kennedy,  Mrs Lyon, Mrs McEleny. 

17th May -  Mr Wallace (Convenor), Mr Currie, Mr Hewitt, Mr Lewis, Mr R Rae, Mr Welch, Mrs Anderson, Mrs McManus, Mrs Rae.

 24th May - Mr Jackson (Convenor), Mr Laurie, Mr Rankin, Mrs Bell, Mrs Butler, Mrs Jackson, Mrs Laurie, Miss McFarlane.
 31st May - Mr Boyle (Convenor), Mr Hendry, Mr Murdoch, Miss Black, Mrs Counter, Mrs Houghton, Miss McKellar.
    7th Jun -  Mr McNaught (Convenor), Mr Jamieson, Mr D Jenkins, Mr I Jenkins, Mr Laing, Ms Gallettie, Miss Kennedy,  Mrs Lyon, Mrs McEleny. 

MONDAY’S ALTERNATIVE CLUB

Due to the Easter holidays we have not yet met in April but are meeting on 26th April for a film night. At our last meeting in March we supported the Guides coffee evening in the Church of the Nazarene and enjoyed some delicious home baking! Our only meeting in May is on 11th for a photo night when we will find out how easily we can recognise each other from photos as children. We will then meet on 1st June for a talk by James Bertram about the Largs Resilience Team before our final meeting on 15th June when we are planning to have a meal together, venue to be arranged.

Alison Tunnicliff

YOUNG CHURCH
As you may have noticed, Young Church has been fairly quiet over the past few weeks as everyone has enjoyed their Easter holidays. It is great to see everyone back once again. 

Thank you for your continuing donations for the North Ayrshire Foodbank. We have collected another 85 items over the past 2 months which brings the total for 2015 so far to 342 items. Your support for this project is much appreciated.

Thank you also for continuing to collect your small change for Water Aid. Our total collected so far this year will be coming soon.

Our GiG 7-9 group had the chance to get to know our minister Chris better over a meal last week. Luckily for him they were all fairly quiet and there were no difficult questions! Our GiG group will be quiet over the next month or so now as exams approach and we wish them all the best of luck!

We are planning a family trip up to the Greeto Falls on Sunday 7th June before we break for the summer. We will meet at Bellesdale Avenue at 2.00pm. Bring your own snacks/drink and marshmallows for toasting will be provided. Everyone welcome -young and not so young!

Alison Tunnicliff
CHRISTIAN AID
 

The amount raised over the six week period of lent lunches was £3,000.  Thanks to everyone who participated in this.

Christian Aid Week  - 10th May to 16th May

Your Christian Aid donation envelope is enclosed in this month’s Landmark.  If you would care to put your donation into the envelope and hand it into the Church on any day during Christian Aid Week or put it into the collection bags on any of the Sundays during Christian Aid Week.  (Christian Aid bags will be placed at the front and back doors of the Church.)

It can also be handed in at the Christian Aid Coffee Morning at the Dunn Memorial Hall on Saturday 16th May, 10.00am to 12.00noon.  

I hope everyone will respond to this appeal and please remember if you are a taxpayer, to fill in the “Gift Aid” section of the envelope as this makes a big difference.

We have also arranged several events:

On Monday 11th May, we will be holding a Quiz Night in the Clark Memorial Hall at 7.00pm.  Tickets are priced £5.00 and this includes refreshments.

Christian Aid Coffee Morning

This year’s Christian Aid Coffee Morning will be held on Saturday 16th May from 10.00am to 12.00noon in the Dunn Memorial Hall.  Donations of home-baking and plants are urgently required.  Can you help?

Donations can be handed in at the Dunn Memorial Hall on Friday 15th May from 7.00pm to 8.30pm or on the Saturday morning from 9.00am onwards. Thanking you in anticipation.

Jean Jackson
   JIM LAURIE - 50 YEARS AND STILL GOING STRONG

Jim Laurie, expecting to join friends for dinner, was given a major surprise when he and his wife, Ishbel, found themselves escorted into the Woodhouse Hotel where he was welcomed by St Columba’s Kirk Session. Jim was celebrating 50 years as an elder in the Church. 
Many local people are familiar with Jim’s background in music being a member of the Largs Operatic Society, now an honorary member. His highlights included performing in Handel’s Messiah, Mendelssohn’s Elijah, Bach’s Sleepers, Wake and Faure’s Requiem.

Jim’s association with St Columba’s spans many years starting out in 1940 when he joined the Junior Choir under the direction of J W Oakley and subsequently Duncan McCallum, father of Rev Sandy McCallum. By 1950 he had joined the Senior Choir, a position he held for over 50 years.

His introduction to Christianity followed the typical route taken by so many, Sunday School, Bible Class, Youth Fellowship and Junior Choir.

He was a leading light in the committee that organised the 100 Year celebration of St Columba’s in 1992, was appointed Presbytery Elder in 1994, a position held for a remarkable 19 years, and became Senior Elder in 2002.  During his time as an elder he has given wise council to many Session Clerks and several ministers of Largs: St Columba’s: Stanley Carr, David McKay, Roderick Grahame, and more recently Bill Armstrong.     

A Director of St Columba Experience, he was a member of the Pastoral Care Committee, the Communion Committee and the Worship Committee. 

Jim was presented with a Life Time Achievement award on his 80th Birthday from the Kirk Session in recognition of his devotion to St Columba’s Parish Church. 

The evening was truly a happy one with Chris Vermeulen, Bill and Laura Armstrong as guests (unfortunately Elaine was down south unable to attend). Gillian McEleny gave a humorous poem catching a number of highlights of Jim and Ishbel followed up by an impromptu sing along of well known Scottish songs. Session Clerk John Lewis rounded off the evening with a summary of Jim’s support to music and his remarkable contribution to St Columba’s Parish Church. The night closed with a rendition of Auld Lang Syne.    

His contribution to St Columba’s will probably never be repeated.

John Lewis - Session Clerk
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GUILD SUMMER OUTING

Just a reminder that the Guild are having a summer outing to Falkirk and the Kelpies on Wednesday 13th May 2015.  We are having lunch in the Orchard Hotel in Falkirk, followed by a guided tour of the Kelpies.

The bus leaves the church at 10.30am prompt and we will return to Largs around 5.00pm.

Christine Gallettie

LANDMARK
Articles for inclusion in the June edition must be submitted to the Church Office by Wednesday 27th May at the latest.  This will be the last edition of Landmark until September.
The June edition of Landmark will be available for uplift on Sunday 7th June.  
Brian Jackson

Church Manager
