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Fairlie Parish Church linked with Largs, St Columba’s Parish Church
29th November

6th December

12th December

13th December

20th December

22nd December
24th December

25th December

1st Sunday of Advent ‘HOPE’
9.45am
Fairlie Morning Service
11.30am
Largs Morning Service
6.30pm
Fairlie: Alternativity Advent Supper by ticket
2nd Sunday of Advent ‘PEACE’
9.45am
Fairlie Morning Service
11.30am
Largs Morning Service, Sacrament of Holy Communion
6.30 pm
Fairlie: Advent Bible Study
10.30am-2pm Largs: Guild ‘Christmas Cracker’ Fayre
2.00pm
Service of Light and Remembrance at St Columba’s Episcopal Church
7.30pm
Largs: St. Columba Experience presents An Evening of Music & Christmas Carols
3rd Sunday of Advent ‘JOY’
9.45am
Fairlie: Children’s Nativity Service
11:30am
Largs Morning Service
4th Sunday of Advent ‘LOVE’
9.45am
Fairlie Morning Service
11:30am
Largs: Children’s Nativity Service
3.00pm
Burnlea Nursing Home Service
7pm
Fairlie: Christmas Fundraising Concert for Peru with Chris Kelly & friends
CHRISTMAS EVE
5.30pm
Largs: Cradle Service
A family service with familiar carols where we gather
round the cradle and unwrap gifts to reveal the
Christmas story
10.30pm
Fairlie: Church ‘Doors Open’ for Mulled Wine, Mince Pies & Carol Singing
11.30pm
Fairlie: Service of Carols by Candle Light, and Reection
CHRISTMAS DAY
9.45am
Fairlie: Family Celebration of Worship
Children are encouraged to bring along one of their gifts
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MINISTER’S LETTER
Light in the Midst of Darkness
Where we live we experience some spectacular sunrises and
sunsets that remind us, whether we recognise it or not, we are part
of nature. Our early Celtic ancestors took these transitions
seriously. Their lives were dependent on knowledge of the seasons
and the life of the sun. That is why so many ancient religious
expressions were based around the worship of the sun. When the
sun sank into the horizon they could never be certain where it was
going or if it was going to come back. This got particularly scary
during the winter when provisions were dwindling and the
daylight hours are shorter each day. This is why most cultures
included the worship of the sun or Sun God.
Growing up in South Africa our Christmas’s were always at the
height of summer and it was in moving to Scotland the long winter
nights have taken on a much larger importance in my life. Amidst
this darkness we celebrate Jesus’ birth. John’s Gospel which does
not have a Nativity story simply says, “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was
with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made;
without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life,
and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” (John 1:1-5)
Jesus entered the world in a dark time in human history,
particularly for his own people, the Jews. I will not go into the gory
details, but few of us can even begin to grasp how hopeless and
dark the world must have seemed to those oppressed people. They
were living under extraordinary conditions. Most of them had lost
the titles to their family farms. Through brutal and unfair taxation
they had become tenant farmers on the same land their families
may have owned for centuries. They had to endure unfair and
abusive behaviour from the Roman Empire and its soldiers who
enforced the restrictive laws of both the Romans and the Temple
priests. They had to fear death constantly through execution or
starvation. This must have seemed particularly unimaginable for
people who believed their God was watching out for them.
It was into this great darkness that Jesus entered the world. In spite
of his humble beginning, somewhere along the way he managed to
bring a new light, a new perspective to many of his followers. For
some it became a dawning or an awakening unlike any other. In
spite of how we have adjusted or retold the Jesus story over the
centuries, this man’s life continues to inspire, to guide, to cajole
millions more people into an awakening. For many it is an
awakening from sleep. For others it is awakening from the
darkness of the emotional winter, the overwhelming sense of loss
or the pain of recognising an unfullling or wasted life. For 2000
years, his teachings have guided people to new awareness, a new
dawning, and his teachings continue to be a light for those who are
willing to live his compassionate ways. I must admit it now seems
perfectly appropriate to me to celebrate this unique man’s life and
legacy during the time of year promising a new dawn and offering
a new beginning.
Elaine and I wish for each and every one of you an enlightened
Christmas and a joy-lled New Year. Let there be light.
Chris
THE WORK OF CHRISTMAS
Mystic, poet, philosopher and theologian, Howard Thurman’s
poem reminds us of the true meaning of Christmas:
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their ock,
The work of Christmas begins:
To nd the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among brothers,
To make music in the heart.

CHURCH REGISTER
Deaths
19th Nov Charles Falconer, Kelvin Street
26th Nov Robert Thom, Kelvin Gardens
Baptisms
22nd Nov The Doig family: Ryan David, Charmaine Joan Rhona,
Mia Lillybell and Araya-Hope
2016 DATES TO NOTE
January
17th
3pm Hutton Park Care Home Service
24th 10.30am United Service of Worship at Fairlie Parish Church
There will not be an 11.30am service at St
Columba’s and arrangements will be made to
ensure everyone can attend Fairlie.

February
8th
time tbc The rst Alternative Worship Service to be held
in the evening in Fairlie
10th 7.30pm Kirk Session Meeting
21st
3pm Auchinlea Residential Care Home Service
ELDER DUTIES
December
13th
Mr Boyle (Convenor), Mr Hendry, Mr Murdoch, Miss
Black, Mrs Counter, Mrs Houghton, Miss McKellar
20th
Mr McNaught (Convenor), Mr Jamieson, Mr D
Jenkins, Mr I Jenkins, Mr Laing, Ms Gallettie, Miss
Kennedy, Mrs Lyon, Mrs McEleny
27th
Mr Wallace (Convenor), Mr Currie, Mr Hewitt, Mr
Lewis, Mr R Rae, Mr Welch, Mrs Anderson, Mrs
McManus, Mrs Rae
January
3rd
Mr Laurie, Mr Rankin, Mrs Bell, Mrs Butler, Mrs
Jackson, Mrs Laurie, Miss McFarlane
10th
Mr Boyle (Convenor), Mr Hendry, Mr Murdoch, Miss
Black, Mrs Counter, Mrs Houghton, Miss McKellar
17th
Mr McNaught (Convenor), Mr Jamieson, Mr D
Jenkins, Mr I Jenkins, Mr Laing, Ms Gallettie, Miss
Kennedy, Mrs Lyon, Mrs McEleny
24th
Mr Wallace (Convenor), Mr Currie, Mr Hewitt, Mr
Lewis, Mr R Rae, Mr Welch, Mrs Anderson, Mrs
McManus, Mrs Rae
31st
Mr Laurie, Mr Rankin, Mrs Bell, Mrs Butler, Mrs
Jackson, Mrs Laurie, Miss McFarlane
February
7th
Mr Boyle (Convenor), Mr Hendry, Mr Murdoch, Miss
Black, Mrs Counter, Mrs Houghton, Miss McKellar
14th
Mr McNaught (Convenor), Mr Jamieson, Mr D
Jenkins, Mr I Jenkins, Mr Laing, Ms Gallettie, Miss
Kennedy, Mrs Lyon, Mrs McEleny
21st
Mr Wallace (Convenor), Mr Currie, Mr Hewitt, Mr
Lewis, Mr R Rae, Mr Welch, Mrs Anderson, Mrs
McManus, Mrs Rae
28th
Mr Laurie, Mr Rankin, Mrs Bell, Mrs Butler, Mrs
Jackson, Mrs Laurie, Miss McFarlane
CHURCH FLOWERS
We have experienced a record commitment to the weekly
provision of owers in Church to remember a loved one, celebrate
an event or just to enhance the chancel. Our thanks go to all
contributors, to the arrangers and to those who deliver the owers.
If at any time you know of someone who could do with a boost
please let Chris, Linda or myself know so that delivery can be
arranged. The Calendar for 2016 will be ready in a week or two so
if you have a special date in mind please put your name in the
appropriate space. The Calendar will be in its usual space outside
the Session Room. If you would like to join our team either to
arrange or deliver we would love to hear from you by contacting
myself, Dorothy Houghton, Mary Wallace or Jean Nicolson. May I
take this opportunity to wish you all God’s Blessing and every best
wish for 2016.
Dorothy Houghton

PRAYER CORNER
During this festive season:
Ÿ Pray for people who won’t be with their families this
Christmas.
Ÿ Ask God to bless your Christmas preparations and help you
stay focussed on the “reason for the season.”
Ÿ Pray for people who will be travelling at Christmas.
Ÿ Thank God for all the gifts you already have.
CHRISTMAS PREPARATION IN ST COLUMBA’S
Preparations are almost complete for Christmas in St Columba’s.
Our thanks go to Sheena and Robert Jamieson, Margaret Kennedy,
Bill Puckrin, John MacDiarmid and the Flower Committee for
adorning our church. Even Santa popped along to check
everything was in order for his big day. All we need is a crispy day
and ideally some snow rather than the awful rain!

ALTERNATIVE WORSHIP
A representative group along with the two organists and myself
had a very thought provoking and productive evening with
Graham Maule, where we began to explore what we are trying to
achieve and how our alternative worship service will take shape.
The basic principle is to begin with what our message/idea is and
how we might shape/plan a worship experience around it. We have
opted for an early February launch to allow plenty of time for the
preparation. Our latest meeting was held in Fairlie where the whole
team was present – some 40 people – and I was able to give the big
picture and the way forward. On the same night the main team
entered into discussion around the theme of “The Flight into
Egypt” of the infant Jesus along with Mary and Joseph. Our next
step is to talk to members of the community who no longer come to
church to ask them if they were to organise a worship service what
would they do differently and what would be meaningful. We have
set the date of Monday, 8 February in the evening for our rst
service. Looking forward to it.
Chris
LIVING THE QUESTIONS
The rst group is up and running and meets about every two weeks.
There 14 participants that have embarked on this journey. The rst
three sessions “An Invitation to a Journey”, “Taking the Bible
Seriously”, and “Thinking Theologically” are foundational and
are therefore repeated for those who were unable to attend on the
night. This provides us with the opportunity to invite others to
come along to these catch up sessions, which in effect become
taster sessions for those who are considering joining the next group
that is due to start in about April 2016. If you would like to come
along, please drop me note/email and I will keep you informed
when they are taking place.
Chris
MONDAY’S ALTERNATIVE CLUB
On Monday 9th November we visited Origin Arts which is a new
business in Largs offering exercise classes and martial arts for all
ages. Douglas and Michelle explained what they did and then we
were encouraged to try out a few things for ourselves! On 23rd

November we had a Christmas Craft night and got busy making
some Christmas decorations. We were joined by Gillian McEleny
and Elaine Black who visited us from the Session. As usual we
nished with a cuppa and some cakes! Our last meeting of the year
will be on 7th December when we will meet for our Christmas meal.
Alison Tunnicliff
YOUNG CHURCH
Thank you for your continued donations for the North Ayrshire
Foodbank. We have now collected over 1000 items so far this year!
We are also continuing to collect small change for Water Aid. If
you are collecting at home, could I ask that you bring in what you
have collected so far by the end of December please. Water Aid’s
current campaign “Deliver Life” is to help prevent infection by
providing clean water and a safe clean environment in hospitals for
birthing women. Any donations given to this campaign before the
beginning of February will be matched by the UK government so
we intend to donate the funds we have raised so far this year to this
campaign.
We are currently rehearsing for our nativity “A Miracle in Town”
which we will present at the service on 20th December. We hope
you will come and see it. Look out for our two guest appearances!
We have several events coming up in the next few weeks. On
Sunday 29th GiG 7-9 and JJ’s have been invited to St John’s for a
Christmas Film Party. We have a games night on Wednesday 9th
December for JJ’s and GiG and our Christmas Party for all Young
Church will be on Sunday 13th December. By January we will all
need a rest!
Alison Tunnicliff
GUILD REPORT
I can hardly believe that we are nearly at the end of the rst half of
our syllabus. As usual, we have had good numbers of members
coming along each Monday afternoon, enjoying varied speakers
and great company.
We are looking forward to our Christmas Cracker on 12th
December 2015 from 10.30am till 2.00pm and hope to be well
supported by the congregation in this our main effort for the money
we gift to the church.
This session ends with an afternoon of music by the Zegeuner
Singers when we will also enjoy some Christmas treats. We also
look forward to the rest of our programme in 2016.
The Guild members would like to wish you all a very happy and
peaceful Christmas.
Christine Gallettie, Convenor

St Columba’s Parish Church, Largs

GUILD
CHRISTMAS CRACKER
Saturday 12th December 2015
10.30am – 2.00pm
Entrance including Tea Room £2.00
Santa’s Grotto £1.00
CHRISTMAS CRACKER
The Guild are holding their Christmas Cracker this year in the
Session Room and the church.
We are having the following stalls: Baking, Books, Bottle Stall,
Bric-a-Brac, Children's Stall, Christmas Stall, Surprise Surprise.
As all the money made on the day will be gifted to the church, we
would be delighted if all the members of the congregation would
support us in any way they can. Please help us by volunteering to
serve at a stall, by providing goods for the various stalls, or by
coming along on the day and enjoying the tea room and browsing
the stalls. There will be lots to choose from for those last minute
Christmas gifts.
In the past, there has been a great atmosphere when we all pull
together in support of our church. Come and join us.
If you would like goods uplifted, call Christine on 689024.

The Morning service on 22nd November 2015 at St. Columba's
saw us celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism and welcomed the
Doig family: Ryan, Charmaine and their children Mia Lillybell
and Araya Hope into our Church. The family celebrated the happy
occasion in the Session room after the service when a full house
enjoyed tea, coffee, sandwiches, scones and cakes.
REMEMBRANCE
SERVICE NOVEMBER
2015
A packed congregation
attended the Remembrance
Service on Sunday 8th
November. St Columba’s is
fortunate to have a wonderful
Flower Committee which does
such a wonderful job every
Sunday.
ST COLUMBA EXPERIENCE CONCERT
The nal Experience concert takes place on Saturday 12th
December at 7.30pm when we have an Evening of Music &
Christmas Carols to put you in the Christmas mood. Largs
Amateur Opera are joined by the Greenock Silver Stedfast Band.
Tickets priced £6 are available from Dorothy Belch, Robert
Jamieson, John Lewis and Linda Beveridge. A glass of mulled
wine and shortbread is included in the price. We look forward to
welcoming everyone.
A PLACE AT THE TABLE CHALLENGES
US ALL TO FEED OTHERS
A Place at the Table campaign benets The National Evangelical
Synod of Syria and Lebanon which aims to support at least 24,000
families every year.
Set one extra place at your table this Christmas season and help
feed a refugee family. That's what The Church of Scotland's 'A
Place at the Table' campaign is asking all of us to do. Simply by
setting an empty place at a Christmas meal and donating the
money which would have been spent on the meal will help. Just
£20 can feed a Syrian family of ve for a month.
Rev Iain Cunningham Convener of the Church's World Mission
Council, said: "This campaign has been active for two years and we
have raised around £80,000 which has gone to our partner church,
the National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon, to help feed,
shelter and support families who have been displaced in Syria or
have had to leave their country and live in refugee camps.

"A Christmas meal is the perfect opportunity for people to do this
and now is when festive nights out are being organised with
colleagues, friends and family. We have suggested an average of
£20 which can feed a Syrian family of ve for a month. It could be
split between everyone who is dining out or if people are feeling
generous, perhaps they could donate £20 each. "We can all feel
powerless when we see the images of refugees and their living
conditions in the media, but this is something simple and
constructive we can all do to help."
Since 2011, the war in Syria has led to the displacement of around
11.6 million people, 7.6 million of whom have remained in Syria
living as refugees in their own country. 4 million have ed to
neighbouring countries, with some returning to Syria because the
conditions in the refugee camps are so awful.
The National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon aims to
support at least 24,000 families every year. While £20 will
provide a family of ve with food for a month, they also are
supporting families with hygiene products, fuel and rent costs.
Iain added: "We can all do something… it's as easy as setting an
extra place at the table be that at home or in a restaurant. Give the
money you would have spent on feeding an extra person or people
to our Syria appeal and help feed a family (or several families) for
a whole month."
Send your donations to World Mission Finance, Church of
Scotland, 121 George Street, Edinburgh EH2 4YN or via the
Church of Scotland's ‘mydonate’ page.
For more information contact World Mission Council on 0131
334 1121.
BOYS’ BRIGADE CHRISTMAS POST
The 1st Largs Company, the Boys’ Brigade are again running a
Christmas card delivery service for Largs only, commencing on
Monday 7th December until Friday 11th December when cards for
delivery can be handed into the Dunn Memorial Hall from 10am 12 noon and 2-4 pm or into Halliday Pharmacy or Superdrug,
both in Aitken Street. The charge is 20p per card and collection
boxes for cards will be available here in the Church on Sunday 6th
December.
Millar Boyle
BLYTHSWOOD CARE
The collection van will be parked for the last time in the Clark
Memorial Church grounds on Friday 11th December between
11.00am and 11.30am, to uplift suitable goods. The uplift of
larger items such as furniture can be arranged by telephoning the
depot at Hillington on 0141 882 0585.
Blythswood Care has announced a new system for collecting
second hand goods from supporters. From January 2016 the
traditional collection van is being replaced by a network of
collection banks and shops in a number of locations, some of
which have been in operation for some time. Donations can be
taken to the nearest Textile Bank at St Cuthbert’s Church,
Campbell Avenue, Saltcoats KA21 5AF, and the nearest
Blythswood shop at 92 Main Street, Prestwick KA9 1PA. Further
details are available at www.blythswood.org.
LIFE AND WORK SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual subscriptions for Life and Work are now due and must be
paid by 14th December 2015 at the latest, to ensure that you
continue to receive your copy of “Life and Work”. The
subscription rate for 2016 is £26.00 (excluding any voluntary
donation towards “Landmark”). If any member of the
congregation would like to begin a subscription to “Life and
Work”, please get in touch to receive a free introductory copy.
Linda Beveridge
NEXT ISSUE
Please send any articles for the February 2016 edition of
Landmark to the church ofce by Monday 25th January at the
latest. The February edition of Landmark will be available for
uplift on Sunday 7th February.
Linda Beveridge, Church Secretary

